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By Nikolaus von Twickel
T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

Those who believe in the U.S.-Rus-
sian “reset” despite disheartening rhet-
oric in both countries recently may want 
to celebrate on Sunday when a landmark 
visa agreement comes into force.

But before you put the Champagne 
bottle on ice, read the fine print carefully.

The agreement makes three-year mul-
tiple-entry visas allowing stays of up to six 
months the standard for both tourists 
and business travelers from each country. 
Written invitation requirements, fees and 

minimum waiting times will be slashed, 
and visa applications will be handled by 
any consulate in the world — by and large 
regardless of an applicant’s place of res-
idence.

That’s how things should work in the-
ory. What will happen in practice won’t be 
known before Monday, when both coun-
tries’ consulates start implementing the 
new rules.

The implementation is more de-
manding for Moscow because Russian 
consulates hitherto gave single-entry vi-
sas only for the exact travel dates, while 
U.S. consulates already give two-year 

multiple-entry visas to most applicants.
Somewhat surprisingly, Russia is opt-

ing for a dual system, giving travelers a 
choice of applying for a visa “old style” or 
“new style,” said a senior Foreign Minis-
try official.

“The old style will stay in force for one 
year,” said Vadim Savelyev, head of the 
consular section in the ministry’s North 
America department.

One reason why applicants might opt 
for the old rules is that they offer little un-
certainty. The Foreign Ministry has not 
yet published its implementation recom-
mendations to consulates.

Observers said this made some of the 
agreement’s effects hard to gauge. “As 
long as we do not have those recom-
mendations, we have no idea how con-
sulates will handle this,” said Yekaterina 
Elekchyan, an associate with Baker & 
 McKenzie’s Moscow office.

Savelyev said that recommendations 
would be published on consulate web-
sites by Sunday or Monday. But he said 
that while invitation requirements will be 
eased for business travelers, the procedure 
for tourists will remain the same. “They 

Under New Visas, Mind the Fine Print

By Lena Smirnova
T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

Josef Stalin spoke with a Georgian 
accent. Leonid Brezhnev slurred words. 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s southern twang 
made some ordinary words sound almost 
foreign. 

Although Russia’s experience with or-
ators has not been without extremes, cur-
rent President Vladimir Putin is topping 

the charts for speaking skills, and some 
Russians think he is worthy of imitation. 

Putin is consistently rated as one of 
the best orators in the country. He topped 
the list of best Russian orators in 2011 
at the Kiev-based J.F. Kennedy Insti-
tute of Rhetoric, beating out actor Ivan 
Okhlobystin and leader of the Liberal 
Democratic Party Vladimir Zhirinovsky. 

Another 2011 rating named him the 
sixth-best orator in the world, behind 

Hugo Chavez but ahead of Hillary Clin-
ton.

“[Putin’s] speech technique is … dif-
ficult to find fault with,” said Dmitry Us-
tinov, a rhetoric coach at the Syntone 
Training Center in Moscow and personal 
speech coach to one of the post-Soviet 
prime ministers. “There is clear sentence 
structure [and] word emphasis and a skill-
ful use of pauses. It’s almost clean speech 
with a minimal amount of trashy words.” 

Ustinov includes Putin among the list 
of the best orators to study. Other speech 
experts praise the combination of hu-
mor and aggressiveness in the president’s 
speaking.

The Putin technique is already trick-
ling down to the masses. Some govern-
ment officials, particularly younger ones, 
and businessmen have a tendency to copy 

Leadership 101: Learning to Talk Like Putin

President Vladimir Putin sitting in a motorized hang glider next to a Siberian crane on the Yamal Peninsula, where he took part in a flight under a program 
devised to lead the endangered cranes on their migration to Asia. He made the flight on his way to the APEC summit in Vladivostok. Story, Page 3.
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By Alexander Bratersky
T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

In his first interview since his May 
inauguration, President Vladimir Putin 
joked about Pussy Riot’s racy name and 
one member’s scandalous 2008 orgy with 
art group Voina. 

But he also condemned the band’s 
church performances as “witches’ sab-
baths” yet denied any involvement in the 
case. The interview aired Thursday ahead 
of the president’s speech at the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation summit in 
Vladivostok.

In reference to the orgy, which fea-
tured then-Voina member Nadezhda 
Tolokonnikova at a Moscow biological 
museum, Putin joked: “Many enthusi-
asts say group sex is better than one-on-
one because, like in any group project, 
you can slack off.” 

The orgy, titled “[Expletive] for the 
Heir Puppy Bear!,” was videotaped and 
dedicated to the 2008 presidential elec-
tion. The surname of 5-foot, 2-inch-tall 
Dmitry Medvedev, who became presi-
dent that year, means “of the bears.”

“They had group sex in a public place. 
This, as they say, is their own business, 
people have the right to do what they want 
as long as it doesn’t break the law,” Pu-
tin told the state-run RT television chan-
nel. “But in a public place, it seems that 
already then, the authorities should have 
paid attention to this.”

When asked to comment about Pussy 
Riot’s controversial performance at Mos-
cow’s Christ the Savior Cathedral, Putin 
replied: “What they did in the cathedral, 
they first did at Yelokhovskaya Church: 
They came and had a witches’ sabbath, 
then they went to another church and had 
another one there.”

He added, “In our country there is a 
very heavy memory of the beginning of 
Soviet times, when a large number of cler-
gymen suffered.”

Putin also asked the British inter-
viewer to translate the name “Pussy Riot” 
into Russian, only to later admit that he 
already knew what it meant.

Three Pussy Riot members were re-
cently sentenced to two years in prison for 
the Christ the Savior Cathedral perfor-
mance in which they called for the Virgin 
Mary to “cast Putin out.” They have ap-
pealed the verdict.

When asked about the verdict, Pu-
tin said: “A higher court is empowered to 
make any decision. To be honest, I have 
tried to stay as far away from the case as 
possible.”

The band’s appeal is currently under 
consideration by the Moscow City Court, 
Tolokonnikova’s lawyer, Mark Feigin, 
told The Moscow Times on Thursday.

Feigin said he felt Putin’s comments 
about the band were a signal to the court 
to be “tough” with them.

“Putin said he is not interested in 
the case, but his interview shows other-
wise. He presents himself as a person who 
knows a lot of the details, even those un-
related to the case,” Feigin said.

need an invitation from an officially reg-
istered tour operator or a hotel reserva-
tion,” he said.

Written invitations are the main head-
ache for travelers wishing to stay with 
friends, because the documents are cum-
bersome to obtain for Russians and im-
possible to get for most foreigners liv-
ing in the country. Many visitors opt for 
tourist companies, which often make fic-
titious hotel reservations and charge hefty 
fees.

But Savelyev was adamant that the 
three-year period stipulated in the agree-
ment would be extended to tourists re-
gardless of the length of their hotel reser-
vations or organized tours. “We are rec-
ommending our consulates to act favor-
ably and issue three-year visas,” he said.

Business travelers are relieved of the 
cumbersome requirement to get an offi-
cial invitation from the Federal Migra-
tion Service. Instead they will need to 
present a written invitation that can come 
from “any Russian organization or a U.S. 
organization with official representative 
offices in Russia,” Savelyev said.

He also said tourist and business visa 
holders must not stay in the country for 
more than six months — but that they 
can immediately return after leaving the 
country. “Theoretically, you can leave for 
one day,” he said.

The reciprocal agreement stipulates 
that the United States issues three-year 
visas to business travelers and tourists. 

While American consulates demand only 
an online application form and a photo, 
they say that written invitations can help 
first-time applicants required to be in-
terviewed by consular officials — in or-
der to show that they won’t stay perma-
nently. (Second-time applicants who got 
their last U.S. visa before 2008 and have 

not been finger-scanned are not exempt 
from the interview.) 

Americans represent the third-larg-
est group of visitors to Russia from out-
side the former Soviet Union. According 
to U.S. Embassy data, 170,000 trips from 
U.S. citizens were registered in 2011.

The number of Russians traveling to 

the United States is significantly higher, 
with 222,000 visits recorded in 2011, a 27 
percent increase over 2010, the U.S. Em-
bassy said.

For this year, U.S. officials expect a 
more moderate increase — but that nev-
ertheless is on track to set another all-
time record. “We are anticipating a mod-
est jump in applicants of some 10 per-
cent,” Consul General Doron Bard said 
in an interview at the U.S. Embassy on 
Thursday.

Bard said he hopes the agreement will 
provide an impetus for more change. “I 
am looking forward for Russia to become 
a more attractive destination for Ameri-
can business and tourism,” he said, add-
ing that the Russian government had a 
role to play in that.

He also stressed that the agreement 
should be seen in the light of the reset of 
bilateral relations initiated by President 
Barack Obama when he came to office 
in 2008.

“The visa agreement is part of the re-
set and dovetails nicely with it,” he said.

Initialed between Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton and Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov last summer, the agree-
ment was held up in Moscow bureau-
cracy for more than a year.

President Vladimir Putin’s signing of 
the agreement on July 28 sent a welcome 
signal after a series of troubles that started 
in January, when the new U.S. Ambas-
sador Michael McFaul was greeted by 
harassment and scathing criticism from 
pro-Kremlin media and youth groups.

Things did not get better after Putin 
kicked off his new term as president in 

May by signing a series of laws criticized 
as repressive by the U.S. State Depart-
ment. (Before his election, Putin blamed 
the State Department for huge opposi-
tion rallies against his return to power.)

Further straining ties have been ef-
forts by U.S. lawmakers to pass the Mag-
nitsky act, which would blacklist Rus-
sians accused of human rights abuses. 
Moscow has vowed to retaliate over any 
such law.

Savelyev, the Foreign Ministry offi-
cial, said that the visa agreement was the 
most liberal that exists with any coun-
try that has a visa regime with Russia. 
And he added that this “breakthrough” 
should be followed by more. “Our aim is 
to scrap visas altogether,” he said.

While Consul General Bard said that 
a visa waiver agreement with Russia was 
not yet on the agenda, he did praise the 
spirit among U.S. and Russian officials 
who worked on the agreement. Deputy 
chief of mission Sheila Gwaltney and 
Foreign Ministry officials did not pop 
open a bottle of Champagne when they 
formalized the agreement last month 
with an exchange of diplomatic notes, 
but they will hold a “celebratory lunch” 
in the near future, he said.
n The U.S. Embassy has published 

an overview of the new rules on its web-
site. The whole agreement might be 
published after it comes into force next 
week, an embassy spokeswoman said by 
e-mail. 

The embassy welcomes U.S. citizens 
to send feedback about their experiences 
to its citizen services section at Moscow-
Warden@state.gov.

his intonation and straightforward rhet-
oric. And ordinary Russians easily notice 
how similar the speech tactics of Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medvedev are to those 
of his mentor. 

“The leader of the country dictates the 
fashion in speech,” said Natalia Kozel-
kova, television host and speech trainer at 
Moscow’s Orator Club. “Our elite has no-
ticeably switched from the blurry phras-
ings of the ’90s to the clearer speech forms 
of today’s ruler.” 

Putin speech expert Valery Apanasik 
is helping ordinary Russians to speak like 
their president. 

Apanasik’s book “Govorit kak Putin? 
Govorit Luchshe Putina!” (“Speak like 
Putin? Speak Better than Putin!”), which 
he wrote in collaboration with Grigory 
Ogibin, was published in 2011. Business-
men and politicians are among the book’s 
target audience. 

Even if people don’t agree with the 
president’s politics, they will appreciate 
his skill as an orator, Apanasik said. 

“Putin is not some ideal orator, but a 
real one,” Apanasik said. “It is much bet-
ter to learn something based not on some 
elevated examples, but from ones that 
show the strong and weak points of ora-
tory art.”

“If your line of work requires you to 
perform, debate and convince ... you 
have something to learn from Putin,” the 
book’s prologue says. 

It is not surprising that the president’s 
style is setting oratory trends, Ustinov 
said. Not only Medvedev but also oppo-
sition leader Mikhail Prokhorov is copy-
ing Putin’s tactics, though probably un-
consciously, he added. 

Duma deputies, ministers, bureau-
crats and businessmen have approached 
Ustinov to study, but he cautions against 
complete imitation of Putin’s style. 

“Don’t speak completely like Putin. 
Have your own style,” Ustinov said. “As 
the president himself said, ‘We are not 
going to ape.’ But if, in the bright mo-
ments, your speech and [the president’s] 
speech are similar, that’s only a reason to 
celebrate.” 

Ustinov’s own rating of the president’s 
oratory skill places the Russian ruler in 
the top three along with U.S. President 

Barack Obama and former French Pres-
ident Nicolas Sarkozy. 

Putin’s speech skillfully combines 
strength and reservation in contrast 
to some of his political rivals, includ-
ing Zhirinovsky, whose speech “though 
strong, goes wild in terms of emotional 
amplitude,” Ustinov said. 

Putin aims to speak to the audience 
at their level and reacts quickly, Kozel-
kova said. Other strengths speech experts 
identified include Putin’s ability to speak 
without a script and his presumed quick 
wit. Some of the president’s aphorisms, 
such as “every day for me is a Monday,” 
are widely known. 

But Putin wasn’t always a role model 
for aspiring orators.

Speech experts remember that when 
he first came to power he was quiet, un-
comfortable and nervous. Apanasik said 
Putin looked like a “10th-grader” in an 
interview he gave to journalist Sergei Do-
renko while he was still prime minister.

Putin’s speech got a face-lift in 2008. 
Apanasik noticed that he became more 
“insolent” and that the number of his at-
tacks on interviewers increased. 

This rigid style is favored in Russia, 
where orators need to be more aggressive 
to be successful, Apanasik said.

“Bourgeois emotions such as shedding 
a tear or marveling at nature don’t really 
interest the Russian voter,” he said. “Pu-
tin’s rigidity is in his favor.” 

But Putin’s popularity as a great orator 
may be waning as opposition to his poli-
tics grows. 

The president’s weakness as an ora-
tor is uncontrolled emotions, Apanasik 
said. This trait was on full display dur-
ing his famous debate with rock musician 
Yury Shevchuk in May 2010. Putin had 
avoided answering questions and later re-
ceived overwhelmingly negative com-
ments from YouTube viewers. 

Alexander Sosland, lecturer at the 
Moscow State University of Psychology 
and Education and member of the Eu-
ropean Association for Psychotherapy, 
wrote an article that explained the suc-
cess of Putin’s image, including his ora-
tory skills, in 2000 but said Putin’s actions 
starting with the Mikhail Khodorkovsky 
trial and the raid on NTV’s offices have 
cast a shadow on this image. 

“The events showed that behind his 
quiet demeanor there was a rigid person-
ality,” Sosland said. “He didn’t change on 

the outside, but the reality has changed. 
His reserved manners now suggest some-
thing else. They are associated with cor-
ruption.”

But as far as ratings show, the presi-
dent is still considered a better orator than 
his political rivals.

Zhirinovsky is usually the runner-up 
to Putin in oratory. The flamboyant head 
of the Liberal Democratic Party was par-
ticularly popular after he came into the 
limelight in 1993. One of his former dis-
ciples, Alexander Glamazdin, taught a 
course on speaking like Zhirinovsky. 

You don’t need to be a prime minister 
or even a Duma deputy to “speak like Pu-
tin.” The Putin technique is just as appli-
cable to a president as it is to the working-
man, Apanasik said. 

His book has a section that outlines 
how to apply the technique in everyday 
situations. Some scenarios described in 
the book involve co-workers who try to 
weasel out of doing work, friends who talk 
about their hobbies and someone accused 
of stealing money.

The Putin debate tactics can also be 
applied to family feuds and to shopping 
at a farmers market, although some of the 
approaches are questionable, Apanasik 
cautioned. 

Kozelkova teaches rhetoric not only 
to businessmen and politicians but also 
to cosmetologists and auto service per-
sonnel, among others. The only ones 
who might not need the courses are street 
cleaners, she said. 

Ustinov has also taught people from 
a range of professions, including doctors 
and bankers. 

“The approach and the methodol-
ogy for everyone are the same,” Ustinov 
said. “If you possess these skills, it is not 
important which audiences they are used 
for and which audiences you try to influ-
ence. You’ll achieve these goals no mat-
ter what.”

It’s possible even Putin is turning to 
professional speech coaches. The speech 
he made near Red Square after winning 
the presidential election in March sug-
gests that he has taken a couple of oratory 
lessons, Sosland said. 

But training the president in his 
speech technique is not a dream job for 
everyone. 

“Changing image is not an easy task 
for Putin,” Sosland said. “It is clear he 
himself is not thrilled about it.”
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U.S. Consul General Doron Bard is optimistic about the new visa rules. 
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Putin Jokes About Group 
Sex, But Slams Pussy Riot
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By Jonathan Earle
T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

On the eve of the anniversary of the 
plane crash that devastated Yaroslavl’s 
Lokomotiv hockey team, investigators 
have charged an airline official with caus-
ing the tragedy.

Vadim Timofeyev, a former deputy 
director at Yak-Service, which operated 
the Yak-42 charter jet, allowed pilots to 
fly without proper training or documen-
tation, making him directly responsible 
for the crash, an Investigative Committee 
spokesman said Thursday.

“If Timofeyev had conscientiously 
carried out his professional responsi-
bilities … the tragedy wouldn’t have oc-
curred,” Vladimir Markin said in a video 
posted on the committee’s website.

Timofeyev will face up to seven years 
in prison if convicted of violating trans-
portation safety rules.

Forty-four people, including most of 
Lokomotiv’s roster and coaching staff, 
were killed when their Yak-42 crashed on 
takeoff in Yaroslavl on Sept. 7, 2011.

The dead included foreign sports stars, 
such as the team’s Canadian coach, Brad 
McCrimmon, 52, a former blue-liner for 
the Detroit Red Wings, as well as Kazakh-
born German Robert Dietrich and Slovak 
legend Pavol Demitra.

Aviation investigators blamed the 
crash on multiple pilot errors, includ-
ing sedatives in a pilot’s blood and inade-

quate training that led to a crucial instru-
ment mix-up.

Having trained on a different airplane, 
at least one of the two pilots mistakenly 
placed his feet on the brakes as the plane 
thrust down the runway, preventing it 
from gathering enough speed.

The crew had been scheduled to un-
dergo retraining Sept. 5-17 but instead 
were flying, investigators said Thursday.

Locals and relatives have expressed 
skepticism about the official explanation. 
Speculation has swirled that the plane’s 
takeoff was rushed to make way for offi-
cials arriving for a forum hosted by then-
President Dmitry Medvedev.

Last year, a small group of victims’ 
relatives hired prominent Moscow law-
yer Igor Trunov to challenge the official 
version.

The crash sent shock waves through 
the hockey world and sparked a new 
round of soul-searching and finger-
pointing about Russia’s dismal aviation 
safety record. Eight fatal crashes last year 
killed 120, with Russia surpassing even 
the Democratic Republic of Congo in the 
number of aircraft-related fatalities.

Analysts blamed deep-running prob-
lems such as poor aircraft maintenance, a 
lack of pilots, poor flight training, aging 
production facilities and state negligence.

Victims’ relatives and loved ones 
will mark the anniversary in a private 
ceremony at a local church, followed by a 
gathering at the crash site on Friday.

Criminal Case Filed
In Hockey Jet Crash

Putin flying in a motorized hang glider alongside two Siberian white cranes Wednesday on the Yamal Peninsula.

ALEXEI DRUZHININ / RIANOVOSTI / AP

T H E  A S S O C I AT E D  P R E S S

President Vladimir Putin flew in a 
motorized hang glider to lead a flock of 
young Siberian white cranes, but only one 
followed him on his first flight. 

Dressed in a white costume meant to 
imitate an adult crane, Putin was taking 
part in a project to teach the endangered 
birds, which were raised in captivity, to 
follow the aircraft on their southern mi-
gration to Central Asia. 

The flight in the hang glider proved to 
be a test of Putin’s leadership skills. He 

attributed the lone crane on his first flight 
to high winds, which caused the hang 
glider to travel faster than usual, RIA-No-
vosti reported. On the second flight, five 
birds followed Putin, but after a few cir-
cles only two had stuck with him for the 
full 15-minute flight. 

Putin stopped off at the Kushavet or-
nithological research station on the Ya-
mal Peninsula on Wednesday en route to 
the APEC summit in Vladivostok. Once 
at the station, he paired up with a pilot, 
who sat behind him in the hang glider as 
they took the birds for a spin. 

Putin’s flight, given many minutes of 
airtime on state television, provoked an 
array of contemptuous jokes on the In-
ternet, one of the most popular being “So 
Putin is off to wintering with cranes. Does 
this mean he’s not going to be back be-
fore spring?” 

Art gallery operator Marat Guelman 
wrote in his blog that the flight shows 
Putin “has lost faith in us. He sees our 
treachery, greed, cowardice and cruelty. 
There’s nothing to love in us anymore. 
Dolphins, cranes, horses — that’s a dif-
ferent thing.” 

Soaring Putin Leads a Flock of Cranes

T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

A St. Petersburg university rector 
was shot dead late Wednesday in an ap-
parent contract killing with few leads.

The killer had waited in ambush for 
the rector, Alexander Viktorov, 61, to 
return home and shot him dead soon 
after he exited a chauffeured car, inves-
tigators said Thursday in a statement. 

Viktorov’s wife, a deputy rector, sus-
tained a bullet wound to her right hip.

The incident occurred in the St. Pe-
tersburg suburb of Vsevolozhsk around 
7 p.m. Viktorov had worked at the St. 
Petersburg State University of Service 
and Economics.

The driver of the car, which had 
been provided by the school, had driven 
only several meters when he heard the 
gunshots and saw the couple lying on 
the ground at 6 Yagodnaya Ulitsa. 

When he arrived at the scene, the 
rector was already dead. And the per-
petrator was nowhere to be seen. Four 
9 mm shells were found at the site. Po-
lice believe they were fired from a gun 
equipped with a silencer.

Investigators are considering the 
rector’s professional duties as the pri-
mary lead, according to media reports 
citing law enforcement officials.

Viktorov became rector in Novem-
ber 2008 and later contributed to expos-

ing a billion ruble ($30 million) misap-
propriation that caused the university’s 
president, Valery Solovyov, to resign in 
November 2009.

Before his death, Viktorov was also 
serving as deputy head of the northern 
capital’s science and technology coun-
cil, according to the university’s web-
site. 

Between 2001 and 2008, he chaired 
the science and higher education com-
mittee of the St. Petersburg govern-
ment.

The killer has been described as a 
thin man with short, fair hair, 180 to 
185 centimeters tall, aged 30 to 32, with 
European facial features.

Rector Gunned Down in Leningrad Region

By Natalya Krainova
T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

A Moscow court has ordered Aeroflot, 
the country’s largest airline, to pay com-
pensation and reinstate a pilot who helped 
46 other pilots win almost $220,000 from 
the company for unpaid overtime.

The city’s Presnensky District Court 
on Thursday ordered Aeroflot to pay 
more than 2.2 million rubles ($69,000) 
to Igor Deldyuzhov, president of the 
Sheremetyevo Trade Union of Flight 
Personnel and a pilot who was fired from 
the airline in March, and to reinstate him, 
Deldyuzhov’s aide, Igor Obodkov, told 
The Moscow Times.

Deldyuzhov was fired for repeatedly 
misstating the time at which he started 
work every day in reports to his bosses, 
Obodkov said.

Obodkov called the grounds for 
Deldyuzhov’s dismissal “insignificant” 
and said they were a pretext for punishing 
him for his having fought to win compen-
sation for other pilots.

Deldyuzhov, in his role as president of 
the Sheremetyevo Trade Union, helped 
win compensation from Aeroflot for 46 
pilots who are members of the same trade 
union in a court case in June.

In that case, Moscow’s Nagatinsky 
District Court ordered the airline to pay 
more than 7 million rubles ($220,000) to 
the pilots in unpaid wages for working at 
night and in harmful or strenuous con-
ditions, the Sheremetyevo Trade Union 
said in a statement in late August.

Deldyuzhov is to return to work Fri-
day, according to the terms of Thursday’s 
court ruling, Obodkov said.

Aeroflot said in an e-mailed state-
ment that it would reinstate Deldyuzhov 
but would not allow him to fly. It was un-
clear what duties he would be given when 
he goes back to the company.

Aeroflot said that Thursday’s court 
ruling was based on Deldyuzhov’s activ-

ities in his union but failed to take into ac-
count the fact that the pilot was fired over 
“multiple violations of work discipline” 
that were “directly linked to flight safety 
and Aeroflot’s responsibility for the lives 
and health of passengers.” Aeroflot said it 
will appeal Thursday’s ruling.

Moscow courts have repeatedly fined 
Aeroflot’s leadership for underpaying pi-
lots for overtime. 

Prosecutors have conducted checks 
of the airline as a result of complaints by 
the Sheremetyevo Trade Union, Obod-
kov said.

Court Orders Aeroflot 
To Pay Whistle-Blower
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Russian Forest Products is the target 
company that will receive what could 
be a more than $200 million injection 
from the Russia-China Investment 
Fund, marking the first investment by 
the joint sovereign fund.

Details of the deal involving Russia’s 
second-largest logging company will be 
released in a statement by the fund at 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion forum in Vladivostok on Friday.

The fund will announce that it 
reached a tentative agreement to buy eq-
uity in Russia Forest Products in a deal 
that will allow the logging company to 
produce plywood and other products of 
greater added value than the logs it now 
exports chiefly to China. 

The statement doesn’t name the size 
of the stake that will change hands, but 
says the fund will become the largest 
single shareholder in the company.

Russia Forest Products accounts for 
10 percent of the country’s total timber 
exports to China.

The fund is a joint venture between 
the state-backed Russian Direct In-
vestment Fund, or RDIF, and China 
Investment Corporation that was an-
nounced in October of last year. The 
partners agreed to contribute $1 billion 
each to the joint fund and raise a further 
$2 billion from outside investors.

RDIF general director Kirill Dmi-
triev said earlier that the fund was 
 discussing many projects, including 
in the pulp industry with a Malyasian 
fund.

Forest Firm 
Gets $200M 
From RCIF

R E U T E R S

VLADIVOSTOK — The head of Exx-
onMobil held up a partnership with Ros-
neft as a model for the rest of the world on 
Thursday.

ExxonMobil’s Rex Tillerson, flanked 
by Rosneft CEO Igor Sechin, was the 
first foreign CEO to greet Putin ahead of 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit held in Vladivostok.

In April, ExxonMobil and Rosneft 
unveiled an offshore exploration part-
nership that could invest up to $500 bil-
lion in developing Russia’s vast energy 

reserves in the Arctic and Black seas.
Under the deal Exxon and Rosneft 

will seek to develop three fields in the 
Arctic with recoverable hydrocarbon re-
serves estimated at 85 billion barrels in 
oil-equivalent terms.

“For the world, the political leader-
ship, policy partnerships that have made 
our relationship possible serve as a model 
illuminating the path to a better future,” 
Tillerson told Putin during a presenta-
tion.

“For Russia this relationship is al-
ready bearing fruit in terms of new in-
vestment, innovations, new possibili-

ties,” Tillerson said.
He said ExxonMobil and Rosneft 

would work in “challenging circum-
stances” seeking to meet the growing 
global energy demand, which he expects 
to grow by 30 percent by 2040.

Tillerson said seismic studies at the 
Arctic Kara Sea oil exploration proj-
ect with Rosneft were ahead of schedule 
and he expected drilling to commence in 
2014-15.

“With this data on the Kara Sea in 
hand and analyzed we expect the drilling 
of an exploration well in the 2014-15 time 
frame,” he said.

ExxonMobil CEO Lauds Rosneft Partnership

R E U T E R S

President Vladimir Putin, who hosts 
an Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit in Russia’s east coast city of 
Vladivostok this weekend, said the talks 
should take into account “new realities 
such as Russia’s accession to the World 
Trade Organization.”

“Membership in the WTO gives us 
the ability to participate more broadly 
in setting the global trade rules – an is-
sue that has been a focus of attention for 
APEC in the past,” he wrote in an arti-
cle for The Wall Street Journal’s Asian 
edition.

Russia will use its membership in the 
World Trade Organization to help shape 
global rules to address a crisis in world 
trade, Putin said.

The country became the 156th mem-
ber of the WTO last month. The $1.9 
trillion Russian economy, the world’s 
ninth-largest, had for years been the 
biggest outside the trade rules club. 

“The very principle of free trade is 
undergoing a crisis. We regularly ob-
serve recurrences of protectionism and 
veiled trade wars instead of lifting bar-
riers,” he said, adding, “it is imperative 
that we develop common approaches.”

Putin also said APEC states should 
work together to address “the cru-
cial challenge” of supporting sustain-
able growth by promoting innovation 
and the exchange of ideas, according 

to a Kremlin transcript of the article for 
publication on Thursday. 

“We suggest that the dialogue in Vla-
divostok focus on freeing up trade and 
investment flows to stimulate economic 
growth,” Putin said. He offered no de-
tails about his plans for the WTO, but 
said a customs union and common eco-
nomic space linking the former Soviet 
republics of Russia, Belarus and Ka-
zakhstan would “play an active part in 
shaping the regional and international 
agenda.” 

The European Union and the 
United States have reacted coolly to 
those groupings, while Russia has simi-
lar reservations about the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, a trade initiative backed by 
Washington. 

U.S. President Barack Obama and 
U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk 
will miss the Sept. 8-9 summit of the 
21-member APEC in Vladivostok, on 
the Sea of Japan near the North Korean 
and Chinese borders. 

Russia has spent more than $20 bil-

lion on roads, bridges and renovations 
for the summit in the city 6,450 kilome-
ters east of Moscow, which is meant to 
underline Russia’s interest in wielding 
more Asian influence. But it still faces 
a colossal challenge in making its Asian 
reach more profitable, a Russian tycoon 
said. Russia will miss out in the boom-
ing export markets of the Pacific Rim 
if it fails to build infrastructure and cut 
red tape urgently, shipping and com-
modities billionaire Zyavudin Magome-
dov said. 

Putin Sees Empowerment at APEC

Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov, left, and  Economic Development Minister Andrei Belousov walk past a 
FIFA 2018 promotional display as they make their way to a news conference at the APEC summit on Thursday.

IVAN SEKRETAREV / AP

The president sees WTO membership as increasing Russia’s influence in setting trade rules at the APEC summit.

SERGEI KARPUKHIN / REUTERS

He believes the discussions 
in Vladivostok should focus 

on freeing up trade and 
investment flows to stimulate 

economic growth.

C O M B I N E D  R E P O R T S

Rosneft has taken a time-out in talks 
on acquiring a stake in TNK-BP to avoid 
falling foul of a shareholder’s agreement 
between its current owners, BP and a 
group of Russian tycoons known as AAR, 
Rosneft chief executive Igor Sechin said 
Thursday on a trip to the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation summit in Vla-
divostok.

“It seems to me we need to take a 
break on this issue. As far as I understand, 
there are corporate agreements that do 
not allow third parties to stick their noses 
into the issues you are talking about. At 
the moment we have these limitations,” 
Sechin told reporters.

The Rosneft chief also reiterated his 
position that Russian Urals crude should 
have a separate benchmark. “We need to 
strive for fairer, clearer pricing for Russian 
grades,” he said. 

Sechin also said Rosneft is suggesting 
to Japanese companies that they consider 
taking part in the development of six oil 
and gas fields in the Irkutsk region.

“We have proposed jointly working 
with Japanese companies at six license 
areas in the Irkutsk region, and a number 
of other interesting projects,” Sechin said 
after a meeting with Mitsui management 
and the Japanese ambassador in Russia. 

Sechin also said he had not discussed 
Rosneft’s possible purchase of ExxonMo-
bil’s stake in the West Qurna-1 project in 
Iran with the head of ExxonMobil, Rex 
Tillerson, during their recent meeting. 

 Meanwhile, Sechin announced that 
Rosneft will invest 173 billion rubles 
($5.36 billion) to build a petrochemical 
plant in the Far East.

“Today [the construction] will start,” 
Sechin told President Vladimir Putin dur-
ing a presentation of the project in Vladi-
vostok. (Reuters, MT) 

Sechin Takes Time-Out on 
Possible TNK-BP Purchase

T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

Norilsk Nickel and RusAl have 
broad potential to invest in Indone-
sia in the next few years, Alexander 
Ivanov, the Russian ambassador to 
Indonesia, was quoted as saying by 
the Jakarta Post at the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation summit in 
Vladivostok. 

“There is very broad potential 
[for investment],” he said. 

He added that the companies had 
not yet applied to Indonesia’s In-
vestment Coordinating Board. 

Norilsk Nickel is consider-
ing building a copper smelter and a 
non-ferrous metal smelter, with in-
vestment of up to $2 billion, while 
RusAl, the world’s largest aluminum 
company, is considering setting up 
a facility to process bauxite or other 
non-ferrous metals, he said. 

Meanwhile, Russian Railways 
plans to build a railway line in Indo-
nesia’s East Kalimantan to support 
coal delivery with an anticipated in-
vestment of $2.4 billion in 2013, with 
operations set to begin in 2017, Iva-
nov said. 

Norilsk, RusAl Mulling Indonesia
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VLADIVOSTOK — Lending by Rus-
sian banks will have to slow or their cap-
ital strength could be dangerously eroded 
when it is difficult for them to raise new 
money, the head of the country’s second-
largest bank said Thursday.

Andrei Kostin, the chief executive of-
ficer of VTB, said that banks could need 
more capital next year but that options for 
raising cash are limited.

“[Rapid lending growth] will require, 
sooner or later, more capital for the banks. 
And there is no access to capital mar-
kets, and that might be a problem,” Kos-
tin said in an interview on the sidelines of 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit.

Credit rating agency Standard & 
Poor’s also warned last month that Rus-
sian banks would need to limit lending 
growth this year to reduce risks of a fur-
ther decline in the banking system’s cap-
ital level.

Banks are generally required to keep 
a minimum capital adequacy ratio, 
based on a percentage of a lender’s risk-
weighted assets, to absorb possible shocks 
and support lending.

The Central Bank requires a mini-
mum capital adequacy ratio of 10 percent, 
and banks can lose their licenses if they do 
not meet this requirement.

VTB has begun to rein in lending 
growth in some areas.

The bank is trying “not to expand too 
fast” due to possible problems with ex-
port-oriented companies that might suf-
fer weak demand from a slowdown in Eu-
rope, Kostin said.

“We already see that the [commodity] 
prices are stagnating or going down, and 
demand is not very strong. … So we are 
very cautious now in enlarging any loans 
to the clients,” Kostin said. He did not 
name any companies or sectors.

RusAl, the world’s largest aluminum 
producer, for example, will cut capacity 3 
percent by year’s end as it grapples with 
weak prices and rising power costs.

Rapid lending growth has already 
eaten up almost 5 percentage points of the 
banking system’s overall capital since the 
start of 2011, bringing it to just above 13 
percent as of Aug. 1.

VTB’s capital adequacy ratio stood at 
11.3 percent as of Aug. 1, versus 13 percent 
at closest rival Sberbank.

By the end of July, corporate loans 
were up 7.2 percent while retail lending 
rose 21.8 percent, and the overall bank-
ing system’s capital had grown only 6.3 
percent since the start of the year, Central 
Bank data showed.

Kostin said the domestic banking sec-
tor was not at risk from the European debt 
crisis because it has almost no exposure to 
the region’s debt, but it could face a prob-
lem from falling capital.

“Not now, but maybe next year [the 
problem may arise]. The banking sector is 
developing quite quickly; lending growth 
is substantial,” Kostin said.

But with equity markets currently not 
offering attractive prices for share offer-
ings to boost capital, banks are having 
to look to the bond markets instead for 
money.

State-controlled VTB raised $1 bil-
lion in a perpetual bond this summer, 
the first deal of its kind in the country. 
Since the start of 2012, Russian borrow-
ers have raised more than $31 billion in 
eurobond deals, more than in the whole 
of last year.

Lending 
Might Slow 
As Capital 
Dwindles

By Howard Amos
T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

The chief executive of Sanoma Inde-
pendent Media, Elena Myasnikova, re-
signed Thursday in what appeared to be 
an ongoing tussle between foreign own-
ers and local management at Russia’s 
biggest publishing house. 

Founded by Dutch expatriate Derk 
Sauer in 1992, Independent Media 
was bought by Finnish media holding 
Sanoma in January 2005. Sanoma Inde-
pendent Media is the parent company of 
The Moscow Times. 

“They are strengthening the power 
vertical [and] making the company more 
centralized,” Myasnikova said in an in-
terview published in Bolshoi Gorod on 
Thursday. “I ended up in a situation in 
which I could not do what I enjoyed.”

Some employees at the company ar-
ranged a chyorny chetverg (black Thurs-
day), coming to work wearing dark-col-
ored clothing in an expression of support 
for Myasnikova. 

In a statement published on the com-
pany’s website, Sanoma said it regretted 
Myasnikova’s decision.

No information was available about a 
conflict between management and share-
holders, said Robin Janszen, vice presi-
dent for communications at Sanoma 
Media in Russia and Central and East-
ern Europe. “Let’s hope that this is an 
isolated incident,” he added.

But executives at Sanoma Indepen-
dent Media told a different story. 

“Her [Myasnikova’s] departure sends 
a clear message to the owners that maybe 
something is wrong with their manage-
ment,” said Derk Sauer, who founded 
Independent Media and The Moscow 
Times in 1992 and is now chairman of 

the supervisory board. “It’s very bad 
news.”

Myasnikova has worked at Indepen-
dent Media since 1992 and in 2007 re-
placed Sauer as chief executive. Sauer 
said the shareholders had been “chip-
ping away at the authority of local man-
agement” for about a year and a half. 

“Lena has been taking all the [exple-
tive], and she decided she could not take 
it any more,” said one source close to the 
company’s management, who requested 
anonymity to speak freely. “When big 
companies buy smaller companies, this 
is exactly what happens a few years after 
the acquisition.”

Sanoma does not reveal separate fi-

nancial results for Russia, but executives 
said the Russian operation was profit-
able and expressed bafflement over the 
motivations behind head office interfer-
ence. 

About 50 publications are controlled 
by Sanoma Independent Media, includ-
ing Vedomosti and the local editions of 
Cosmopolitan, National Geographic 
and Esquire. 

There was confusion within the com-
pany Thursday about whether Sauer, 
whose contract expires on Dec. 31, 
would remain in his position or follow 
Myasnikova. 

“They definitely have not asked me 
to stay,” Sauer said.

Sanoma Independent Media CEO Out

R E U T E R S 

Gazprom said first-quarter net 
profit fell 24 percent as sales dropped 
and it paid back European clients who 
had said prices were too high, though 
the fall was not as sharp as expected.

Gazprom had agreed to tweak 
long-term deals with major European 
customers and pay rebates. Those ret-
roactive payments exceeded 78 billion 
rubles ($2.4 billion) in the first quar-
ter, the company reported Thursday.

Even so, the European Commis-
sion opened an investigation this week 
into Gazprom’s practices in eastern 
and central Europe, on concerns that 
the natural gas producer was abusing 
its dominant position in the region’s 
upstream gas-supply markets.

Gazprom’s January-March net 
profit attributable to shareholders fell 
to 358 billion rubles from 468 billion 
rubles in the same quarter a year ago, 
though it exceeded the 345 billion es-
timated in a Reuters poll of analysts.

Gazprom’s Q1 Profit Plummets 24%
R E U T E R S 

Japanese trading house Marubeni is 
in talks with Angara Paper to build one 
of the world’s largest paper pulp plants in 
Russia, the Nikkei reported.

The plant is valued at about 280 billion 
yen ($3.58 billion), the business daily re-
ported.

If the negotiations are successful, 
Marubeni will design, build and procure 
equipment for the plant in the central 
Russian region of Krasnoyarsk, the pa-
per said.

The plant’s annual capacity is esti-
mated to be 1.2 million tons, and it will 
be fully functional in late 2017, the Nik-
kei said.

Japan currently imports most of its 
softwood pulp from North America and 
northern Europe. Japanese paper com-
panies will be able to cut transportation 
costs by switching to supplies from Rus-
sia, the paper said.

About 80 percent of the plant’s pulp 
output will be exported to China, Ja-
pan and other parts of Asia, the paper re-
ported.

Marubeni Mulls $3.58Bln Pulp Plant

Moscow Times founder Derk Sauer in the parking lot at Independent Media on Vyborgskaya Ulitsa in 2001.

MT

Myasnikova became CEO in 2007.
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Alexey Konevsky, the Head of Pepeliaev 
Group’s Real Estate and Construction 
Practice, has been elected a Partner of the 
fi rm.

Alexey specialises in real estate and land 
law, providing legal support for construction 
and investment projects. Under his charge, 
the number of services offered by Pepeliaev 
Group’s Real Estate and Construction 
Practice has increased more than threefold, 
as has the size of the practice. The Practice’s 
clients include Shtokman Development AG, 
Hals Development, Hines International, 
Dresdner Bank, MICEX, and Omya Russia.

 The Pepeliaev Real Estate and 
Construction Practice won the 2011 Real 
Estate Market Records Award.

PEPELIAEV GROUP 
STRENGTHENS ITS REAL ESTATE 
AND CONSTRUCTION PRACTICE   

Contacts:
Pepeliaev Group
Krasnopresnenskaya 
nab. 12, 
Entrance 7, World Trade 
Center-II
Moscow 123610, Russia
Tel.: + 7 495 967 0007
Fax: + 7 495 967 0008 
E-mail: info@pgplaw.ru 
www.pgplaw.ru 



6 v Friday, September 7, 2012 The Moscow TimesS T O C K S

TOP 30 (BY MARKET CAPITALIZATION)

 CLOSE, RUB CHANGE, % VOLUME, MLN RUB 52WK HI 52WK LO

AFK Sistema 27.4400 1.45 71.90 N/A N/A
ALROSA 24.6000 0.00 1.88 N/A N/A
Baltika 1,506.0000 -0.09 0.16 1,534.8000 906.2000
Bank Moskvy 890.0000 -0.56 0.46 1,159.0000 698.5000
Bashneft  1,870.0000 5.65 57.50 N/A N/A
E.ON Russia 2.7200 1.68 55.30 N/A N/A
FSK EES 0.2085 5.30 1,125.86 0.3768 0.1513
Gazprom 158.9000 2.48 7,075.92 200.8000 136.5400
Gazprom neft 153.8900 1.21 35.93 169.3900 106.0500
INTER RAO EES 0.0277 2.33 160.94 N/A N/A
LUKOIL 1,891.1000 1.58 3,321.47 1,943.6000 1,500.0000
Magnit 4,233.0000 -1.10 179.43 4,595.0000 2,560.0000
MTS 254.7000 3.37 298.98 N/A N/A
NLMK 57.0000 2.19 438.84 89.9800 46.5900
NorNickel GMK 4,882.0000 2.61 2,103.81 7,855.0000 4,680.0000
NOVATEK 370.5000 1.74 379.03 N/A N/A
PhosAgro 1,279.9000 0.00 4.09 N/A N/A
Polus Zoloto 987.8000 1.29 12.06 1,880.0000 856.0000
ROSBANK 89.6000 0.11 0.05 125.0000 65.1900
Rosneft 199.3000 2.35 1,294.59 234.9100 171.0400
Rostelecom 125.4000 1.86 241.77 184.6800 105.0000
RusGidro 0.8333 2.85 505.28 1.2944 0.7189
Sberbank 93.9500 1.18 15,895.95 N/A N/A
Severstal 381.5000 3.67 775.25 474.0000 310.1000
Surgut 28.3910 2.35 1,391.06 33.8940 22.4500
Surgut (pref) 21.9000 5.59 1,235.50 22.4150 12.9770
Tatneft-3 201.0100 3.61 403.65 N/A N/A
TNK-BP Holding 86.5000 1.35 66.13 103.4900 67.0400
Uralkaliy 256.4500 4.61 1,097.42 297.4500 180.7700
VTB 0.0545 3.51 2,245.31 0.0787 0.0503

MOSTTRADED OTHER STOCKS

 CLOSE, RUB CHANGE, % VOLUME, MLN RUB 52WK HI 52WK LO

SEMZ 120.5700 1.33 18.81 155.5500 68.0000
Aeroflot 42.6600 0.14 53.64 60.8100 38.0000
Akron 1,478.9000 3.06 29.14 1,625.0000 889.3000
Bashneft (pref) 1,324.9000 2.69 86.48 N/A N/A
DVMP 10.4430 0.57 28.64 12.7380 7.1100
Holding MRSK 1.7740 3.80 305.56 3.8100 1.3410
Mechel 195.1000 5.92 201.98 527.4000 171.0000
Mechel (pref) 156.4400 2.52 26.06 358.9000 140.0100
MMK 9.6890 3.69 89.05 18.1500 8.7500
MosEnrg 1.2057 0.17 57.13 2.3846 1.1878
OGK-2 0.4257 1.99 23.57 N/A N/A
Raspadskaya 73.8000 3.93 79.47 137.0900 58.2400
RBK 15.4000 3.08 16.02 31.1900 13.2000
Rostelecom (pref) 88.9600 1.52 187.11 102.3500 68.2000
Sberbank (pref) 70.0900 2.35 1,039.48 N/A N/A
Tatneft (pref) 102.3000 3.33 71.24 N/A N/A
TGK-9 0.0031 -0.60 23.86 0.0046 0.0014
TNK-BP Holding (pref) 76.3100 3.96 77.96 94.1800 61.2000
Transneft (pref) 53,290.0000 1.45 607.43 62,500.0000 28,126.0000
Verhnesald MPO 5,555.0000 6.38 21.47 6,097.9000 4,021.1000

Source: MICEX

MICEX

 UNITS RUBLES U.S. $  UNITS RUBLES U.S. $
Australian dollar 1 32.93 1.02
Brazilian real 1 15.79 0.49
Canadian dollar 1 32.53 1.01
Chinese yuan 10 50.75 1.58
Danish krone 10 54.47 1.69
Euro 1 40.63 1.26
Indian rupee 100 57.56 1.79
Japanese yen 100 41.06 1.28

Kazakh tenge 100 21.55 0.67
New Turkish Lira 1 17.70 0.55
Norwegian krone 10 55.19 1.71
Swedish krona 10 47.86 1.49
Swiss franc 1 33.69 1.05
U.K. pound 1 51.21 1.59
U.S. dollar 1 32.20 1.00
Ukrainian hryvna 10 39.67 1.23

Source: Troika Dialog

CENTRAL BANK CURRENCY RATES

 CLOSE CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52WK HI 52WK LO
RTS Index 1,437.37 3.33 1,164.23 1,754.81 1,217.21
RTS2 Index 1,484.49 2.43 21.49 1,942.08 1,307.85
RTS Oil & Gas Index 190.74 3.43 415.66 227.68 153.57
RTS Consumer & Retail Index 341.80 1.22 6.10 386.40 267.39
RTS Metals & Mining Index 184.17 4.07 104.86 311.76 166.88
RTS Industrial Index 128.76 1.89 0.33 181.14 119.09
RTS Electric Utilities Index 140.19 3.76 63.04 213.32 119.00
RTS Telecom Index 210.82 2.62 22.44 279.82 172.11
RTS Finances Index 269.17 2.45 523.56 362.61 226.93

Source: RTS

RTS SECTOR INDEXES

 CLOSE CHANGE, % VOLUME, MLN RUB 52WK HI 52WK LO
MICEX Index 1,455.07 2.35 36,329.12 1,639.63 1,241.58
MICEX10 Index 3,356.77 2.56 30,126.64 3,764.85 2,812.34
MICEX Oil & Gas 3,144.86 2.46 12,936.70 3,475.38 2,502.87
MICEX Power 1,764.86 2.68 2,030.40 2,486.60 1,548.91
MICEX Telecommunication 2,215.18 1.93 713.85 2,420.62 1,785.85
MICEX Metals & Mining 2,813.52 3.28 3,286.35 4,494.33 2,598.48
MICEX Manufacturing 1,810.71 1.13 10.55 2,208.63 1,558.90
MICEX Large Cap 2,328.12 2.32 30,712.03 2,622.13 2,011.28
MICEX Mid Cap 2,410.55 2.36 3,070.38 2,757.79 2,075.80

Source: MICEX

MICEX SECTOR INDEXES

Bank of Moscow 40.00000 0.00 0.000 40.00000 40.00000

Bashneft 52.00000 0.00 0.000 62.95000 39.70000

Gazprom 4.88000 1.88 0.244 6.75000 4.40000

Gazprom Neft 4.80000 0.00 0.000 4.80000 3.25000

INTER RAO UES 0.00090 0.00 0.000 0.00130 0.00085

LUKoil 58.10000 1.75 0.291 65.00000 48.50000

MTS 7.95000 0.00 0.000 8.36000 5.76000

Magnit 128.50000 0.00 0.000 131.00000 84.60000

Norilsk Nickel 153.20000 0.00 0.000 253.00000 150.00000

Novatek 11.00000 0.00 0.000 14.15000 10.91000

Novolipetsk Steel 1.80000 0.00 0.000 2.76500 1.80000

E.ON Rossiya 0.08270 0.00 0.000 0.09750 0.06500

TNK-BP Kholding 2.57300 0.00 0.000 3.45000 2.06000

Polyus Gold 29.64632 0.00 0.000 62.14130 29.64632

Rosbank 4.00000 0.00 0.000 4.00000 4.00000

Rosneft 6.92876 0.00 0.000 7.70000 5.25000

Rostelecom 3.50625 0.00 0.000 6.60000 3.16000

RusHydro 0.02600 0.00 0.000 0.04300 0.02300

Sberbank 2.92500 2.06 0.874 3.50500 1.86000

Sberbank, RDR 5.50000 0.00 0.000 10.72000 5.27000

Severstal 11.58500 -2.05 0.013 15.35390 11.00000

Sistema 0.85000 0.00 0.000 1.20000 0.61000

Surgutneftegaz 0.96649 0.00 0.000 1.11000 0.68000

Tatneft 6.50000 0.00 0.000 6.97000 4.31000

Uralkali 7.71097 0.00 0.000 9.20489 7.26000

VTB 0.00175 0.00 0.000 0.00310 0.00175

WBD Foods 132.00000 0.00 0.000 132.00000 132.00000

RTS STANDARD MOSTTRADED STOCKS

 CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52WK HI 52WK LO

Mechel (pref) 4.75000 0.21 0.189 14.75000 4.38000

TNK-BP Kholding (pref) 2.36000 3.53 0.201 3.15000 1.90300

RSC Energia 125.00000 -30.56 0.021 300.00000 125.00000

Ruspolimet 0.02000 -13.04 0.030 0.02300 0.02000

Source: RTS

 CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52WK HI 52WK LO

RTS (CONTINUED)

TOP 30 (BY MARKET CAPITALIZATION)

 CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52WK HI 52WK LO

FGC UES 0.00580 0.00 0.000 0.01200 0.00555

ALROSA 0.75000 0.00 0.000 0.78229 0.00000

Baltika Breweries 46.00000 0.00 0.000 49.00000 37.00000

RTS

RUSSIAN MARKETS

G20 Plans Grain Meeting

Deputy Agriculture Minister Ilya 
Shestakov said Thursday that the G20 
countries will hold a rapid response meet-
ing on the grain market next month.

Several G20 members have consid-
ered the necessity of holding the Rapid 
Response Forum, which was created un-
der the French presidency last year to re-
spond to abnormal food market condi-
tions, but the decision to hold the meet-
ing has not officially been announced.

Shestakov said Russia, a major ex-
porter that has seen a drop in crops and 
yields this year due to drought, saw no 
immediate need to limit grain exports. He 
added the government might start grain 
interventions to keep domestic prices un-
der control in 2012/2013.  (Reuters)

Prirazlomnaya Being Verified
Pre-operational verification is now 

under way at the Prirazlomnaya platform 
in the Barents Sea, the Sevmash Produc-
tion Association said in a statement, In-
terfax reported. 

A commission of inspectors from 
Gazprom Neft Shelf, which holds the li-
cense to develop the Prirazlomnoye field, 
Gazprom Neft and others looked at proj-
ect documentation and the main drilling 
support systems, plus other equipment. 
They approved 24 of 31 systems, and any 
flaws with the rest will be rectified soon, 
the statement said.

The commission will next visit the 
platform at the end of the month.  (MT)

UralChem Adds Novatek
Fertilizer producer UralChem Hold-

ing and Novatek-Perm have signed a gas 
supply contract valid until Dec. 31, 2017, 
UralChem said in a statement. The com-
pany did not disclose the amount of gas 
that it would receive from the Novatek 
subsidiary, but the value of the gas is 9.2 
billion rubles ($287.5 million). 

UralChem previously announced that 
it had clinched a five-year, 14.5-billion-
ruble gas supply contract with Gazprom. 
Dmitry Osipov, the deputy chairman of 
UralChem’s board of directors, told In-
terfax that the company plans to procure 
roughly 60 percent of its gas from Gaz-
prom and 40 percent from Novatek over 
the next five years.  (MT)

For the Record
The Central Bank plans to introduce 

additional bank capital requirements 
within Basel III from Oct. 1, 2013, Dep-
uty Chairman Mikhail Sukhov said on 
Thursday, adding that the minimum cap-
ital adequacy ratio, known as N1, will be 
kept at 10 percent.  (Reuters)

State Duma deputies have sent let-
ters to top Russian and Norwegian of-
ficials in an effort to make Telenor com-
ply with the Federal Anti-Monopoly 
Service’s demand that Alfa Group and 
Telenor achieve parity ownership of 
VimpelCom, Interfax reported.  (MT) 

Russia might abandon plans to with-
draw from the Kyoto Protocol and will 
participate in its second phase, Kom-
mersant reported Thursday, citing a 
spokesperson for the Natural Resources 
and Environment Ministry.  (MT) 

France’s Antoine Grumbach et Asso-
cies has won a tender to prepare a plan for 
the development of Moscow’s recently 
annexed territories, while U.S. based Ur-
ban Design Associates will design a gov-
ernment compound in the area, Kom-
mersant reported Thursday.  (MT) 

Gazprom has put a sale value of one 
of its subsidiaries, the Orenberg Financial 
Company, at $6.5 million, even though 
the firm owns $8 million of Gazprom 
stock, Interfax reported.  (MT)

BUSINESS IN BRIEF

 SHARES PER ADR CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME*, $ 52WK HI 52WK LO
CTC Media 1 8.43 2.3  154,559  14.83 7.15
Evraz  0.33 224.40 6.1  1,532,569  465.40 206.80
Gazprom 4 9.89 3.0  18,718,125  13.64 8.47
Gazprom Neft 10 24.14 1.7  13,989  27.40 16.04
KazMunaiGas EP 0.16667 18.16 0.1  75,685  21.50 13.12
LUKoil 4 59.00 2.6  1,863,943  65.90 46.00
Magnit 0 32.23 -0.1  455,703  33.74 16.79
Mechel 3 6.05 6.2  894,113  17.56 5.08
MTS 20 19.76 4.6  1,009,716  19.76 11.41
Norilsk Nickel 1 15.25 3.6  5,720,988  25.66 13.96
Novatek  122.50 2.5  231,171  156.00 88.25
Rosneft 1 6.17 2.8  8,207,190  8.03 5.18
Rostelecom 6 23.38 1.4  500  37.29 18.95
Sistema 0.02 21.50 3.1  460,126  23.00 12.54
Surgutneftegaz 10 8.91 2.6  2,071,269  11.52 7.08
Tatneft 20 39.46 3.0  157,415  44.40 22.23
VimpelCom 0.8 11.27 2.5  1,161,518  12.55 7.05
X5 Retail Group 4 20.85 1.8  302,098  35.63 18.43

* Estimated reported volumes
** N.Y. price at 7 p.m. Moscow time

Source: Troika Dialog

ADRS, GDRS AND FOREIGNTRADED STOCK Sept. 6

RTS INDEX WINNERS & LOSERS

Source: RTS

MICEX INDEX WINNERS & LOSERS 

Source: MICEX

RTS INDEX (COMPOSITE OF TOP 50 STOCKS)

Source: RTS

MICEX INDEX (COMPOSITE OF TOP 30 STOCKS)

Source: MICEX

Do not look where you fell, 

but where you slipped.”

Liberian proverb

“

INTERNATIONAL MARKETS

DOW NOON NASDAQ NOON NIKKEI FTSE HANG SENG FRANKFURT CAC40 S&P 500 NOON

13,282.94

235.46
3,130.40

61.13
8,680.57

0.75
5,777.34

119.48
19,209.30

64.23
7,167.33

202.64
3,509.88

104.09
1,429.47

26.03

1,455.07
2.35%

1,437.37
3.33%



Friday, September 7, 2012 The Moscow Times v 7B U S I N E S S  &  F I N A N C E

The Russian-built Bushehr nuclear reactor in Iran is now at full capacity but remains a sore point with the West.

POMAYAK.RU

Yeugenia Kleiner
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

Moscow’s Presnensky Court has up-
held property developer Terra Auri’s 
right to build a new kindergarten on the 
territory of an 18th-century park, where 
an office of the Federal Drug Control 
Service and an existing but unused kin-
dergarten are also located.

The court dismissed a case brought 
by preservationists to stop the Terra Auri 
project in the Lefortovo district’s Stro-
ganov Estate park. Located on the Yauza 
River embankment, the park used to 
be referred to as “The Versailles on the 
Yauza.” 

Construction on the park’s land is 
prohibited by environmental protection 
and cultural heritage laws, said Alexan-
dra Andreyeva, a deputy of Lefortovo’s 
municipal assembly.

She said the court’s decision was 
“predictable.”

“There was strong will from the au-
thorities to build the kindergarten any-
way,” she said 

It’s not a problem stemming from 
the pursuit of profit but one of political 
power, Andreyeva said. 

“The authorities want to show that 
the residents mean nothing, and that 
they should not impede public projects,” 
she said.

Due to a lack of grassroots organiza-
tion in local communities, such sites can 
only be saved if an order from a high offi-
cial is received, she said. Moreover, suc-

ceeding in court against a government 
department is difficult because of the ex-
ecutive branch’s interference in judicial 
proceedings, Andreyeva added. 

Terra Auri has also chopped down 
350 trees in the area in violation of a ban 
stipulated by local laws, she said. 

A spokesman for Moscow’s depart-
ment for natural resources and environ-
mental protection backed up Terra Auri 
and said the project “will not harm the 
surrounding nature.” 

The city spokesman said the proj-
ect complied with city laws. On April 11, 
City Hall passed Law No. 12, amending 
the City Development Code. It allows 
city-funded daycare centers to be built 
in protected natural areas, according to 
the Russian Legal Information Agency. 
However, Terra Auri began construction 
in 2010.

One of the conditions of Terra Auri’s 
construction permit stated that at least 
60 percent of the project’s territory must 
be planted with trees or grass. Yet only 30 
percent of the territory meets this condi-
tion, Andreyeva said. 

Commenting on the alleged violation 
of the conditions, Judge Irina Zubova 
said she was bad at mathematics, which 
is why she decided to go to law school, 
according to a tape of court proceed-
ings. 

Lefortovo activists will file an appeal 
with the Moscow City Court. 

“Even if they build the kindergar-
ten,” Andreyeva said, “I will destroy it 
anyway.”

Kindergarten Defeats 
Trees in Court Battle

R E U T E R S

OSLO — No. 2 crude producer LU-
Koil is vying to bid for rights to tap Nor-
way’s vast offshore oil riches jointly with 
Det norske, Lundin Petroleum and North 
Energy, a LUKoil official said Thursday.

Andrei Kuzyayev, head of LUKoil 
Overseas, also said LUKoil would in-
crease investment in foreign projects next 
year by almost 60 percent, to $5.5 billion.

LUKoil last year was prequalified 
as an operator in Norway’s offshore ar-
eas, opening the door to licensing rounds 
that could add to the oil company’s grow-
ing international portfolio. The company 
seeks to offset a decline in crude produc-

tion at its depleted oil fields in Siberia.
“In December, we will take part in 

the 22nd round (to bid) for development 
of hydrocarbon blocks jointly with two 
Norwegian companies Det norske (and) 
North Energy and Swedish company 
Lundin,” Kuzyayev told reporters.

He said that LUKoil would create 
separate alliances with each of the com-
panies to bid for licenses and that it had 
set aside $300 million for possible Nor-
wegian investments between 2014 and 
2016.

Russian oil companies that lack state 
participation are barred from holding 
major licenses to drill in the country’s 
own Arctic waters.

LUKoil to Invest $5.5Bln Abroad in 2013

R E U T E R S

LONDON — A Russian firm has de-
cided to stop verifying safety and environ-
mental standards for one of Iran’s biggest 
shipping groups, a letter showed, making 
it the latest international company wary of 
being caught up in Western sanctions on 
the Islamic Republic. 

Iran is under growing pressure over 
its disputed nuclear program, and com-
panies are cutting ties with its vital ship-
ping sector, which transports most of its 
crude oil, for fear of losing lucrative U.S. 
business. 

Moscow opposes concerted trade 
pressure on Tehran by Washington and 
its allies, making the Russian company’s 
decision unusual. A letter seen by Re-
uters showed that St. Petersburg-based 
Russian Maritime Register of Shipping, 
or RS, among the top 13 global ship clas-
sification societies, had decided to sus-
pend its activities in Iran after being urged 
to pull out by U.S. pressure group United 
Against Nuclear Iran, or UANI. 

A targeted campaign by UANI, which 
includes former U.S. ambassadors on its 
board and is funded by private donations, 
has already led to other classification so-
cieties exiting Iran. Without certification 
from classification societies, vessels are 
unable to secure insurance cover or call at 
most international ports. 

“The decision has been made to sus-
pend RS activities in Iran,”chief execu-
tive, Mikhail Ayvazov, wrote in a letter to 
UANI dated Aug. 31. “Since its founda-
tion in 1913, RS never was a political or-
ganization and didn’t carry out any tasks 
connected with realization of any politi-
cal interests of other organizations and 
states,” Ayvazov said in a separate note. 

RS officials could not be reached for 
comment. Ayvazov said in the letter that 
the firm was suspending all certification 
and related services to the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Shipping Lines’ vessels as 
well as offshore platforms including drill-
ing rigs. 

“Activities of RS do not contradict 
provisions of resolutions of the UN Secu-
rity Council concerning sanctions against 
Iran,” Ayvazov said. “The process of sus-
pension will be completed as soon as 
practical and possible.”

Accusation of ‘Blackmail’

Russia blasted the latest round of U.S. 
sanctions against Iran last month, call-
ing them “overt blackmail,” and said they 
would harm Moscow’s ties with Washing-
ton if Russian firms were affected. UANI 

chief executive Mark Wallace said, “It is 
significant that Russia’s leading classifi-
cation society will now refuse to do busi-
ness with the IRISL.”

Western sanctions have targeted Iran’s 
oil industry, a vital source of government 
revenue, aiming to ratchet up pressure on 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad to halt nuclear work, which Tehran 
says is for peaceful purposes rather than 
military. “Iran will find ways around it, 
but it’s getting harder for them every day,” 
a ship industry source said. 

Iran Firms Under Fire

Sanctions pressure has led to the near-
collapse of an Iranian-led shipping ven-
ture called Irano Hind Shipping, while 
Iran’s biggest tanker operator, NITC, is 
increasingly targeted by Washington. 

 An IRISL official, who declined to 
be named, said Wednesday that the op-
erator had no information yet about with-
drawal of services by RS. It has been on 
a Western blacklist of sanctioned entities 
for a number of years. It has denied any 
wrongdoing. 

Ayvazov said in the letter the sus-
pension of services included IRISL’s oil 
tanker the Tour. Shipping sources have 
said the Tour was among vessels used 
to transport crude from Syria to Iran as 
part of Tehran’s moves to bolster Syrian 
President Bashar Al-Assad’s rule in the 
face of an armed revolt against him. 

A small number of Russian companies 
have pulled back from business with Iran, 
including LUKoil, but trade unrelated to 
sanctions, such as grain and food exports, 
remains buoyant. 

There are more than 50 classification 
societies. Members of the top 13, includ-
ing Germany’s Germanischer Lloyd and 
France’s Bureau Veritas, have left Iran re-
cently after being targeted by UANI. Oth-
ers, such as Britain’s Lloyd’s Register, 
have pulled out, citing Western sanctions. 

A South Korean ship classifier, one of 
the only societies in the top 13 still pro-
viding services to Iranian companies, has 
sidestepped calls to halt its verification 
work, saying it was concerned that vessel 
safety and protection of the marine envi-
ronment could be compromised. 

“The kind of pressure UANI brings 
doesn’t stop Iran’s oil from being trans-
ported by sea. It just stops it from being 
transported responsibly, in a manner 
where the crews are safe and the asso-
ciated risks to the environment are min-
imized,” another ship industry source 
said. “I worry that there will be a price 
to be paid for these actions, and it likely 

won’t be paid in Iran or by Iranians.” 

Warning Repeated

On Thursday, Russia starkly warned 
Israel and the United States against at-
tacking Iran, saying Moscow sees no ev-
idence that Tehran’s nuclear program is 
aimed at developing weapons, the Inter-
fax news reported. 

“We warn those who are no strangers 
to military solutions … that this would be 
harmful, literally disastrous for regional 
stability,” Interfax quoted Deputy For-
eign Minister Sergei Ryabkov as saying. 

An attack on Iran “would set off deep 
shocks in the security and economic 
spheres that would reverberate far beyond 
the boundaries of the Middle East re-
gion,” Ryabkov was quoted as saying. 

Russian officials have issued similar 
warnings in the past, but Ryabkov’s re-
marks appeared to underscore Moscow’s 
concern about the possibility that Israel 
might attack Iranian nuclear facilities. 

Heightened Israeli rhetoric about the 
facilities, which Western powers believe 
are part of a program to develop a nuclear 
weapons capability, has stoked specula-
tion that Israel may attack Iran before the 
U.S. presidential election in November. 

Ryabkov said there were no indica-
tions of a military nuclear program and 
suggested that monitoring by the UN nu-
clear agency was a strong guarantee. 

“We, as before, see no signs that there 
is a military dimension to Iran’s nuclear 
program. No signs,” Interfax quoted Ry-
abkov, Russia’s point man for diplomacy 
on Iran’s nuclear program.

“We see something different, that 
there is nuclear material … in Iran that is 
under the control of inspectors, special-
ists of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency,” he said.  “This nuclear material 
is not being shifted to military needs. This 
is officially confirmed by the [IAEA],” 
Rybakov added.

His remarks appeared to be at odds 
with mounting concern voiced by the UN 
atomic watchdog about possible military 
dimensions to Iran’s nuclear program. 

The IAEA said last week that Iran had 
doubled the number of uranium enrich-
ment centrifuges, which are not yet oper-
ational, in an underground bunker, show-
ing that it continued to expand its nuclear 
program despite sanctions and the threat 
of an Israeli attack. 

The agency also said it was “increas-
ingly concerned about the possible exis-
tence in Iran of undisclosed nuclear-re-
lated activities involving military-related 
organizations.”

Russian Firm Suspends Iran Work
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ton, Soviet Ambassador Konstantin Umansky con-
tacted famed Arctic explorer Vilhjalmur Stefansson, 
who offered to rent three airplanes to fly to Alaska 
and search along the 148th meridian, which Lev-
anevsky had been following as the plane’s route to 
Fairbanks. 

By Aug. 14, two days after the departure from 
Moscow, three American and one Canadian team 
started combing the coastal islands of Alaska.

Stefansson, meanwhile, recruited several out-
standing men for his search party, including experi-
enced polar explorer Sir Hubert Wilkins. The Soviet 
Embassy rented a seaplane, and on Aug. 22, Wilkins 
and his team flew to Alaska and made five long-
range flights toward the North Pole before the Arctic 
Ocean began to freeze over.

Finding nothing, they returned to New York, 
where they followed Stefansson’s advice and pur-
chased the most modern airplane available, the 
Lockheed Electra. The crew soon flew back to the 
Arctic. 

Wilkins benefited from a string of clear lunar days 
with good visibility, but he found nothing. The ice-
breaker Krasin arrived at Point Barrow from Chu-
kotka and delivered several short-range airplanes. 
The ship was also to act as a radio beacon for two 
seaplanes. However, the ice soon began closing off 
all water routes, and the Krasin was forced to return 
to Chukotka with the airplanes. 

Many polar pilots conjectured that Levanevsky’s 
aircraft iced over, went out of control and crashed. 
Polar radio operators and amateur radio buffs from 
a number of countries reported picking up an ex-
tremely faint distress call from Levanevsky’s crew.

The crew had taken off from Moscow with a 
six-week supply of food, weapons for hunting, and 
sleeping bags. Just before takeoff, they also were 
given bags containing furs to present to the wives of 
prominent U.S. officials, a barrel of caviar and let-
ters to mail in the United States. But for some rea-
son, they left their emergency radio behind.

Levanevsky was only 35 years old at the time 
of his last flight, and his disappearance shook 
the world. A year after the tragic event, Soviet pi-
lot Valery  Chkalov recalled Levanevsky, saying, 
“You see, only death could keep him from his goal. 
The skies will make us pay dearly for a long time.” 
 Chkalov himself died several months later while test-
ing a new fighter plane. 

In 1989, while working at the U.S. Library of 
Congress, I was reading old radio messages and 
found that in the fall of 1937, radio operator Stanley 
Morgan, who was based at Point Barrow, met with 
Eskimos from Oliktok Point, an area about 250 to 
300 kilometers to the east. 

Looking through binoculars, three Eskimos 
had seen a large flying machine about 15 kilome-
ters north of the mainland and flying at low alti-

tude. It hit the water, pulled up and then crashed 
into the sea near the Jones Islands. It was a stormy, 
rainy evening.

The next day, the Eskimos sailed out to the scene 
of the accident and found an oil slick. One Eskimo, 
who was also a college student, took note of the in-
cident in his diary. Radioman Morgan informed his 
superiors of what he had learned. 

A year later, a clergyman from California, Homer 
Kellems, sailed into Barrow on his schooner. Mor-
gan related the story he had heard from the Eskimos, 
and Kellems used the only tool available to search 
for the wreckage of the Soviet aircraft — a compass. 
At one point, a sailor noticed the compass pointing 
downward and informed Kellems, but he was unable 
to find anything. 

Ice soon began forming near the islands, and Kel-
lems quickly sailed back to California. From there, 
he wrote a detailed letter describing his efforts to the 
Soviet Embassy, which in turn forwarded his letter 
and Morgan’s radio message to the Foreign Affairs 
Commissariat, where the documents were placed in 
the archives. 

Then World War II broke out, and the Lev-
anevsky search was shelved. 

In 2011, I had the opportunity to meet special-
ists at the Geophysical Institute at the University of 
Alaska, Fairbanks. In different years and with dif-
ferent teams, they had organized four short expedi-
tions to the site where the airplane was thought to 
have crashed.

Using magnetometers and sonar from both sea 
and ice, they managed to scan 5 square kilometers of 
the 36 square kilometers in question. 

Continuing the search will require additional re-
sources, modern geophysical equipment and plenty 
of young geophysics volunteers. They will be looking 
for the airplane’s four large 900-kilogram engines 
and other metal parts that probably remain intact, 
even after the passage of 75 years. 

Today, when the United States and Russia are 
actively working to develop the Arctic shelf, the 
joint search for the aircraft flown by Sigizmund Lev-
anevsky, a pioneer of the Arctic air route, could be-
come a symbol of scientific collaboration between 
the two countries. 

Only through the cooperative efforts of Amer-
ican, Canadian and Russian enthusiasts will it be 
possible to establish once and for all whether Lev-
anevsky and his crew went down over Alaska.

Yury Salnikov is a member of the Russian Geographic 
Society and has made documentary films on aviation 
history and Arctic exploration.

By Yury Salnikov

A 
memorial honoring Sigizmund Lev-
anevsky, a Soviet pilot dubbed “the 
Russian Lindbergh” by the U.S. me-
dia, was unveiled at the Khrunichev 
Space Center to commemorate the 

75th anniversary of his unexplained death last 
month. For decades, Levanevsky has been a symbol 
of Russian-U.S. cooperation in the aerospace field. 

Levanevsky and his crew of six went missing over 
Alaska as they attempted to make the first cargo-pas-
senger flight from Moscow to Fairbanks, Alaska.

Fairbanks was chosen because, at a distance of 
6,650 kilometers from Moscow, it fell within the 
range of the airplane that Levanevsky would fly — a 

bomber that had been converted into an N-209 civil-
ian aircraft. The aircraft’s designers cautioned that 
the plane was still untested, but Soviet pilots had es-
tablished several records on it and planned to dem-
onstrate it to the Americans. A full year was needed 
to prepare for the flight, but the Soviet official in 
charge of the project, wanting to curry favor with Jo-
sef Stalin, gave only three months. 

Unfortunately, under such a tight time frame, the 
flight crew never got a chance to jell. They made sev-
eral short training flights, such as a 1,930-kilometer 
round-trip from Moscow to Melitopol, Ukraine, but 
didn’t fly 30 hours or more nonstop to test the air-
craft on distances comparable to the Moscow-Fair-
banks route. Neither did they fly blind to test the 
plane in conditions of poor visibility. 

All of this made the crew jittery before the big 
flight. That is why, as the men set out on Aug. 12, 
1937, the crew’s radio operator said, half-jokingly, 
“We are flying to our deaths.”

In a first, Soviet authorities permitted foreign 
correspondents based in Moscow to watch the take-
off. The New York Times correspondent posed a 
sensitive question to Levanevsky, asking: “My Lev-
anevsky, do you feel lucky this time?” 

“I think we were very lucky to be entrusted with 
this flight,” he responded, “and I believe that people 
will fly this route — with or without us.”

The four-propeller N-209 took off quickly — 
in only 35 seconds — but the far-right engine was 
trailing smoke. Engineers predicted that the engine 
would soon stop smoking, but 19 hours later, the last 
radio message received from the crew referred to the 
same problem: “The far-right engine has quit due 
to a problem with the oil system. … Entering over-
cast skies. … Elevation 4,600  meters. Will attempt 
a landing.”

The search began the next day. In Washing-

Searching for Russia’s Lindbergh 75 Years On

T H E  W O R D ’ S  W O R T H

Страх и трепет: fear and trembling

By Michele A. Berdy

I 
have a love-hate relationship with the word 
трепет (trembling, quivering). 

I love that the word catches and magni-
fies the smallest tremble or quiver in nature, like 
трепет листьев (the trembling of leaves), трепет 
занавески (the rustling of the curtains), or the 
old-fashioned трепет ресниц (flutter of eye-
lashes). When it is used to describe a person’s reac-
tion to something, I love that it brings to the surface 
the most subtle emotions. It’s as if the language is 
so attuned to the world that it notices the passing of 
the slightest breeze and almost imperceptible hu-
man reactions. Or it’s as if Russians experience the 
most subtle emotions so intensely that they express 
them physically. Great stuff.

But I hate the word’s ambiguity. People can 
tremble out of fear, awe, reverence, joy or tender-
ness. Sometimes it’s clear what kind of trembling 
is going on because it’s spelled out: Я испытывал 
радостный трепет (I trembled with joy.) But often 
I can’t figure out why someone is quivering, quak-
ing, trembling or shuddering. Russians always seem 
to know. Is it because they understand the linguis-

tic context better than I do, or they have broader 
historical knowledge, or they know more about the 
writer? I don’t know, but it drives me nuts.

In any case, because English speakers tremble 
and quiver a lot less than Russian speakers, трепет 
is often translated by the emotion that causes it. Я 
видела, как мой тринадцатилетний сын спо-
койно и безо всякого трепета обращается с 
этой машиной (I saw how my 13-year-old son 
dealt with the car calmly, without a hint of trep-
idation.) Этот художник не вызывает во мне 
трепета (I’m not at all awed by that artist’s work.) 
Мы поклоняемся с трепетом и благодарнос-
тью Кресту Господню (We bow down with rev-
erence and gratitude before the holy cross.) Пре-
красно помню, с каким трепетом я посмот-
рела этот мультфильм в первый раз (I remem-
ber how thrilled I was the first time I saw that an-
imated film.) Эти солдаты вызывали трепет 
у противника (Those soldiers made the enemy 
quake in horror.) Старушка с трепетом отно-
силась к этой маленькой, некрасивой собачке 
(The old woman was so tender with that ugly lit-
tle dog.)

But what about this: Не испытывая ника-
кого особого трепета, я пришёл в университет 
на Моховой. I came to the university on Mokho-

vaya Ulitsa without any particular … what? Fear? 
Excitement? Awe? Intimidation? Delight? Appre-
hension? Beats me. If I couldn’t get clarification 
from the rest of the text or an omniscient Russian 
speaker, I’d probably fudge it: I was pretty calm 
when I got into the university on Mokhovaya. 

The verb to describe trembling is трепетать. Я 
трепетала при мысли о встрече с ним (I trem-
bled at the thought of seeing him.) This shouldn’t 
be confused with the verb трепать (and its perfec-
tive forms потрепать, истрепать), which has a va-
riety of standard and slangy meanings. It can mean 
“cause something to tremble”: Ветер трепал лис-
тья (the wind fluttered the leaves). Or “bring dis-
array”: Он потрепал её волосы (He tousled her 
hair). Or “wear out”: Он за три месяца истрепал 
новые ботинки (He wore out his new boots in 
three months.) Жизнь его потрепала (Life wore 
him down.)

Трепать нервы is to get on someone’s nerves. 
Трепать языком is to blab. Потрепать человека 
is to beat someone up — what I want to do when-
ever I see трепет in a text.

Michele A. Berdy, a Moscow-based translator and 
interpreter, is author of “The Russian Word’s Worth” 
(Glas), a collection of her columns.
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over Alaska as he tried to set a record.
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Job Opportunities section
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To advertise, contact Olga Bereznitskaya at 232-9175, 

o.bereznitskaya@imedia.ru
POST A JOB! • SUBMIT YOUR CV!

BUSINESS EDUCATION

A SPECIAL REPORT ON

IN THE MOSCOW TIMES ON SEPTEMBER 17, 2012

For additional information please contact:

Olga Bereznitskaya
o.bereznitskaya@imedia.ru

or

Evgenia Kalinina
e.kalinina@imedia.ru

+7 (495) 232 92 67

¢ The most popular MBA programs in the world

¢  Which country has the biggest demand for graduates 

holding an MBA

PRIVATE ADVERTISING

Профессор преподаёт немецкий, английский. 

Все уровни, включая бизнес. Возможно по Skype.

Работаю переводчиком.

Леонид Александрович +7 903 716 48 33

ENGLISH CLASSES (WITH NATIVE SPEAKER) focusing 

on Business, Economics, EPCM contracts, Politics, 

Negotiations, Management, Finance, accounting

busenglishconsult.ru. contact@busenglishconsult.ru

8-499-909-78-57Sanoma Independent Media, one of the leading publishing houses on Russia’s media market,  produces over 30 magazine and newspaper titles.

Издательский дом 

Sanoma Independent Media 

объявляет о вакансии 

Менеджера 
по продаже 

Online рекламы

Просьба присылать резюме по адресу 

m.guschina@imedia.ru с обязательным 

указанием наименования вакансии.

Должностные обязанности:

•Поиск и привлечение клиентов;

•  Поддержание отношений с сущест-

вующими клиентами;

• Сопровождение сделок;

• Медиапланирование.

Требования к кандидатам:

• Высшее образование;

• Опыт продаж от 2-х лет;

•  Уверенный пользователь ПК 

(Word, Excel)

•  Коммуникабельность, активность, 

организованность, целеустрем-

ленность, доброжелательность, 

стрессоустойчивость.

Условия:

•  Оклад + проценты, соц пакет;

•  Оформление согласно ТК РФ, 

медицинская страховка, страхование 

жизни;

•  Офис находится недалеко от 

м. Савёловская, корпоративный 

бесплатный транспорт от 

м. Белорусская, Рижская.

Обязанности:

•  Организация и проведение 

профессиональных конференций;

•  Разработка, тестирование и утверждение 

тематического плана мероприятий;

• Работа со спикерами, поиск выступающих;

• Работа с ключевыми партнерами;

• Участие в формировании медиа-плана;

•  Планирование и контроль над выполнением 

бюджета мероприятия;

• Модерация конференций.

Требования:

• Образование высшее;

•  Успешный  опыт работы по организации и 

проведению конференций от  1 года;

• Аналитический склад ума;

•  Опыт работы в PR-агентствах, департаментах 

маркетинга и общественных связей ведущих 

компаний является плюсом;

•  Владение английским языком на разговорном 

уровне;

• Уверенный пользователь ПК;

•  Умение работать в команде, 

коммуникабельность, энергичность, отличные 

организаторские способности, лидерские 

качества, умение работать на результат, 

ответственность.

Условия:

• Полная занятость;

•  Оформление по ТК РФ, оклад + соц. 

Пакет (ДМС, страхование жизни);

•  Возможности профессионального и 

карьерного роста;

•  Расположение в САО, недалеко от 

м. Савёловская, Марьина роща + 

корпоративный  бесплатный транспорт от 

м. Белорусская, Рижская

ИД Sanoma Independent Media 

открывает вакансию 

Продюсер конференций 
в газете 

The Moscow Times

Просьба присылать резюме по адресу 

m.guschina@imedia.ru с обязательным 

указаниемнаименования вакансии.
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TEQUILA 
BAR & BOOM
4 Ul. Kuznetsky Most,  
Phone: +7 (495) 692-8392
Metro Kuznetsky Most
www.bartequila.ru
A new project from Seiran Gevorkyan, where the 

capital’s famous drinks mixer outdid himself.

You won’t find a cocktail menu like this anywhere else 

in the city. There’s even more than 30 Margaritas here. 

And you can drink all sorts of tequila in our bar, not 

only with Sangrita and chasers, but also with lime and 

salted sun-dried tomatoes, grapefruit and passionfruit. 

Dancing and revelry reign 24 hours, 

7 days a week here!

COFFEE SHOP

DOUBLE COFFEE
17 Tverskoi Bulvar, Bldg. 1
Phone: +7 (495) 697-9999
8 a.m. to 11 p.m. weekdays
10 a.m. to 11 p.m. weekends
www.doublecoffee.com  
Riga network of coffee houses.

Cozy friendly place in the center of Moscow.

Excellent place for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Coffee prepared to more than 75 recipes, 

wide choice of snacks and hot dishes, 

tremendous pizza.

Menu in English, jazz always playing, hookahs.

Reasonable prices.

NOODLE BAR

DAIKON
Sushi & Noodle House
•12 Prospekt Mira, Bldg. 1
Phone: +7 (495) 607-7578
24 hours
•36 Pyatnitskaya Ulitsa
Phone: +7 (495) 951-2972 
24 hours 
(For delivery please call 
+7 (495) 223-1243)
www.daikon.ru
Best choice of Asian noodles in Moscow.

Mix of Singaporean, Japanese, Indonesian 

and Thai dishes.

Show kitchen with bar at Prospekt Mira.

Take-away service available.

All major credit cards accepted.

SUSHI SCHOOL FOR KIDS & SPECIAL MENU 

at Prospekt Mira.

BARS

COYOTE UGLY
6/3 Kuznetsky Most, Bldg. 3

Phone: +7 (495) 692-0397

Open 18:00-06:00 every day

www.coyoteugly.ru

Coyote Ugly Saloon is the most famous bar in the 

world and now it’s in Moscow. We are waiting for 

you every day to drink, to talk and have a good time! 

A lot of drinks, hookahs and the most important 

thing: dancing on the bar!

Remember: you were not been in Coyote Ugly 

if you don’t tried to a Body Shot!

You will never forget this place! 

Welcome to Coyote Ugly!

KATIE O’SHEA’S
26 Grokholsky Per., Bldg. 5

Metro Prospekt Mira

Phone: +7 (495) 792-5188 (2 Lines)

www.katieosheas.ru

Moscow’s Premier Irish Bar

Friendly Atmosphere & Attentive Staff

Extensive  International Menu at Sensible Prices

A Wide Range of Beer on Tap, including Guinness & 

Kilkenny

The Capital’s Largest Selection of Irish Whiskies

Coverage of all Major Sporting Events in Russian & 

English.

Our Special Curry Sunday 800 rubles, including a 

Bottle of Wine

Business Lunch, 250 rubles, noon to 4 p.m.

Live Music & Dancing Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays

Visit us on Facebook.

We Now Serve Food All Night Friday & Saturday.

ROCK’N’ROLL BAR
1 Ulitsa Sretenka

Metro Chistiye Prudy

Phone: +7 (495) 233-7697

www.rocknrollbar.ru

Rock’n’Roll Bar is a new democratic bar in the center 

of Moscow, offering visitors all popular dishes and 

drinks, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. In the afternoon, 

we’re a quiet place for a business meeting or a 

business lunch, and at night we’re a cheerful and 

rowdy bar where you can enjoy refreshing cocktails 

while listening to DJs. Live music every Wednesday. 

Fun and dancing every day. Rock’n’Roll Bar is more 

than just music, it’s a way of life!

RESTAURANTS

FUSION PLAZA

World Trade Center Moscow, 

12 Krasnopresnenskaya Naberezhnaya, 

Crowne Plaza, Entrance 1

Phone: +7 (495) 967-0297, 

+7 (495) 967-0298

www.fusionplaza.ru

Since 2009. Traditional English style, paired with  

European high-tech and a light touch of Eastern feng 

shui traditions. Authentic Indian and European cuisine.

• Restaurant (noon to 11 p.m. every day)

• Banquets

• Bar

• Take-away service available

All credit cards accepted.

NAVARRO’S 

BAR & GRILL

Navarro’s Bar & Grill

23 Shmitovsky Proyezd

Phone: +7 (499) 256-1049

www.navarros.ru

E-mail: info@navarros.ru

CATERING. BANQUETS.

- Corporate events

- Presentations

- Weddings

- Birthday parties

For us, nothing is impossible!

CHINESE

CHINA GARDEN

Since 1994

World Trade Center Moscow, 

12 Krasnopresnenskaya Naberezhnaya

Phone: +7 (495) 967-0586; 

+7 (495) 967-0617

www.chinagarden.ru 

Authentic Chinese Restaurant

• Take-away service available

• Lunch: noon to 3:30 p.m.

• Dinner: 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.

All credit cards accepted

KITAISKY KVARTAL  
(CHINESE QUARTER)
•10/2 Taganskaya Ploshchad
Phone: +7 (495) 911-3202, 
+7 (495) 510-5745
•12 Prospekt Mira, Bldg. 1
Phone: +7 (495) 925-5098, 
+7 (495) 607-6252
(For delivery, please call 
+7 (495) 223-1243)
www.china-town.ru
24-hour Chinese restaurants,

excellent cuisine, best prices in Moscow,

take-away service available.

All major credit cards accepted.

Non-smoking area available at Taganka.

SPECIAL SZECHUAN MENU.

INDIAN

DARBARS
Fine Indian cuisine
38 Leninsky Pr., 16th floor, 
Hotel Sputnik, Moscow
Noon to midnight
Phone: +7 (495) 930-2925
Fax: +7 (495) 930-2365
www.darbar.ru
menu@darbar.ru
Since 1996

Unique combination of North and 

South Indian cuisine.

Banquets, outdoor catering

Business lunch @ 250 rubles

Free food delivery

Free Wi-Fi 

Panoramic view of Moscow

All credit cards accepted

Happy hours noon to 4 p.m.

MAHARAJA
Indian restaurant
Since 1994 
2/1 Ulitsa Pokrovka 
(1/2 Starosadsky Pereulok, 
opposite the Belarussian Embassy).
Phone: +7 (495) 621-9844, 
+7 (495) 621-7758
www.maharaja.ru
Choice of fine tandoori and curry dishes. 

Centrally located (near Kitai Gorod).

All credit cards accepted.

u   Tverskaya, 22; 
Next to the InterContinental 
Hotel
Tel.: +7 (495) 213-04-11

u     18/18 Pokrovka Ul., 
Bldg. 3,
Metro: Kitai-Gorod, 
Kurskaya, Chistiye Prudy
Tel.: +7 (495) 623-9793

u   5 Lesnaya Ul., 
White Square business center, 
Metro: Belorusskaya
Tel.: +7 (495) 788-6791

u   2 Trubnaya Pl., Neglinnaya 
Plaza shopping center
Tel.: +7 (495) 229-8459

u   21 Komsomolsky Pr., 
Bldg. 2, (in front of the Gorizont 
movie theater), 
Metro: Frunzenskaya
Tel.: +7 (495) 246-1721

u   82 Sadovnicheskaya Ul., 
Bldg. 2, 
Avrora Business Park business 
center, 
Metro: Paveletskaya
Tel.: +7 (495) 721-3182

u   46/54 Kudrinskaya Pl.,
Chaikovsky Cultural Center, 
Metro: Barrikadnaya
Tel.: +7 (495) 290-0141

u   6/9/20 Rozhdestvenka Ul.
(at the corner of Rozhdestvenka 
& Pushechnaya), 
Metro: Kuznetsky Most
Tel.: +7 (495) 624-0075

u   7 Bagrationovsky Proyezd, Bldg. 
2; Gorbushka shopping center, 
Metro: Bagrationovskaya
Tel.: +7 (495) 145-6238

u   13 B. Nikitskaya Ul., Moscow 
Conservatory Building, Metro: 
Okhotny Ryad, Teatralnaya
Tel.: +7 (495) 775-5188

u   Domodedovo Airport
2nd floor, Duty Free zone
Tel.: +7 (495) 783-3291
Russian Zone, 2nd gallery, 1st floor
Tel.: +7 (495) 545-0670

u   Sheremetyevo airport 
Terminal D, Check in Zone
Tel.: +7 (495) 739-22-52
Terminal D, Duty Free Zone, Gate 19
Tel.: +7 (495) 739-22-26

COFFEEMANIA 

www.coffeemania.ru

Welcome to the best places for coffee in Moscow!
•  48 international and Russian professional 

excellence awards for coffee making. 
•  Member of the Specialty Coffee Association 

of Europe from 2001. 
•  English menu and English-speaking staff are available.

OLD HAVANA RESTAURANT OFFERS YOU:
Exclusive Brazilian show program

Unique interior

Live music by Cuban artists

Cuban and European cuisine

Authentic hand-rolled cigars

Banquet hosting for 10 to 200 people

Tues.-Sat.: 9.p.m.   28 Ulitsa Talalikhina 
Metro Volgogradsky Prospekt

Phone: + 7 (495) 723-1656, 676-1044
www.old-havana.ru    info@old-havana.ru

Probably the nicest place, 
but definitely the best food

OSTERIA 

DA 
CICCO

ITALIAN RESTAURANT - PIZZERIA - PASTRY

3 BANNY PER.
Tel.: 786-8646

WWW.CICCO.RU



JAPANESE

AOZORA

Japanese cuisine

Noon to 11 p.m.

38 Leninsky Prospekt, 1st floor, 

Hotel Sputnik, Moscow

Phone: +7 (495) 930-5830

Fax: +7 (495) 930-4093

www.aozzora.com

menu@aozzora.com

Since 2008

Japanese chef

Combination of traditional and modern Japanese 

cuisine

Banquets, outdoor catering

Free food delivery

Business lunch @ 300 rubles

Free Wi-Fi discount facilities

All credit cards accepted.

ITALIAN

MESTIERE

Italian cuisine

Noon to 11 p.m.

38 Leninsky Pr., Moscow

1st floor, Hotel Sputnik

Phone: +7 (495) 930-2288

www.mestiere.ru

mestiere1@gmail.com

Italian chef Alessandro Farci

Pizza, pasta, grill

Banquets

Free food delivery

Business lunch

Free Wi-Fi

2 VIP rooms

Karaoke

WINE BARS

LA BOTTEGA

Wine bar & cafe

5 Lesnaya Ulitsa, Bldg. B

White Square Office Center

Phone: +7 (495) 213-3088

www.labottega.ru

For anyone who loves wine and wants a place 

to meet informally with business associates or 

to hang out with friends in a cool and relaxing 

atmosphere.

Over 170 wines on the wine list, mainly from Italy, 

France and Spain.

The menu features upward of 25 hors d’oeuvres 

specially selected to compliment wines, along 

with an eclectic array of soups, sandwiches, 

pizzas, main dishes and desserts.

All major credit cards accepted.

GAVROCHE
Wine bar & cafe

11 Ulitsa Timura Frunze, Bldg. 19/8

Phone: +7 (499) 558-0838

www.thewinebar.ru

Over 130 wines on our list, great deals for wine by the 

glass. 

French cuisine with rustic specialties of Bordeaux 

and Burgundy.

All major credit cards accepted.
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uIndian Spices Shop

•  Wide range of seasonings and spices
•  Top class, authentic Indian and 

Ceylon teas
•  High quality Basmati rice and huge 

choice of beans
• Prepared traditional Indian dishes

36/2 Ul. Sretenka, +7-495-607-1621 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
5 Ul. Miklukho-Maklaya, +7-499-739-9529 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

DIRECTORY PRINT and ONLINE

Mini Guide Real Estate Classifi eds

NEW

WEEKLY RATE FOR PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT:

20-word text + logo in newspaper and online: 2,256 rubles*

Display ad in newspaper (63.3 x 45.6 mm) and online (240 x 90 px): 4,650 rubles*

Display ad in newspaper (63.3 x 95.2 mm) and online (240 x 90 px): 9,300 rubles*

*18% VAT to be added.

Contacts

Contact ULYANA SIMONOVA at +7 (495) 232-4774; e-mail: u.simonova@imedia.ru

Mondays • SERVICES    Tuesdays • HEALTH & BEAUTY   

Wednesdays • LEISURE/KIDS    Fridays • NIGHTLIFE
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SALE

ARBAT AREA. Premium Western 

fit-out 6-room apartment. 225 

sq.m., living room 35 sq.m, 3 

bathrooms. Premium modern 

bathroom fixtures, new parquet. 

Fully furnished, d/w, w/m, a/c. 

Prerevolutionary building, reno-

vated entrance, intercom, code, 

concierge, guard, guarded park-

ing. ID 54768 www.evans.ru 

232-6703

MOSCOW CITY, AMAZING VIEWS 

FROM SKY LEVEL. Corner apart-

ment “President” at sky level of 

Moscow City Tower. Exclusive 

individual modern design and fur-

niture. Breathtaking panoramic 

RENT

ARBAT. PREMIUM LOCATION. 

Luxurious 2-level apartment with 

total area 310 sq.m. 4 bathrooms. 

2 balconies. View to Christ the 

Savior. Offered unfurnished and 

fully equipped with all household 

appliances. Pre-revolutionary 

building with renovated entrance 

and guarded parking. ID 49077 

www.evans.ru 232-6703

CITY CENTER (SMOLENSKY BOU

LEVARD). Wonderful, big and 

light 4-room flat in the city center 

(Smolenskaya Embankment). 

Beautiful view: Kremlin and river. 

Western renovation, fully fur-

nished, sauna, jacuzzi. Air-con-

views of Moscow. Total area 220 

sq.m., 2 bedrooms, large liv-

ing-room, 3 bathrooms. Parking 

place in underground parking 

included.ID 53747 www.evans.ru, 

232-67-03

WONDERFUL COTTAGE just 10 km 

from MKAD, 750 sq.m, 2 floors, 

mansard, cellar, shell & core, 

pine trees in the yard, Klyazma 

River within 10 minutes’ walk.Won-

derful cottage for living all year 

round. ID 54212 www.evans.ru, 

232-6703.

SERVICED APARTMENTS

SHORTTERM RENTALS. Most 

desirable places in Moscow. 

w w w . e v a n s . r u / s h o r t t e r m 

+7(495)232-6703. EVANS.

COTTAGES

HOUSES IN ROSINKA COMPOUND. 

Attractive options for rent and sale 

in the most popular expatriate 

compound. The British school, 

health club, tennis courts, gro-

cery store and private beach on 

site, professional security. Attrac-

tive price! ID 49123, ID 42672, 

49853, 49123, 51109, 54880, 

41998, 49853, 49123, 51109, 

454627, 52605. www.evans.ru, 

232-6703.

ditioned, satellite TV, 3 balconies. 

Floor 14 of 17, guarded parking.

ID 12931 www.evans.ru, 232-6703

NE W BUILDING IN THE WEST. 

Total area 160 sq.m., living room 

70 sq.m., 2 bathrooms. Stor-

age. Designer interiors. Premium 

modern bathroom fixtures. New 

parquet. Heated floors. Mod-

ern development. Underground 

garage. ID 15202, www.evans.ru, 

232-6703.

NE W RESIDENTIAL COMPLEX 

BORODINO. Design interior 2-

room apartment. 72 sq.m, living 

room 30 sq.m. Modern bath-

room fixtures, tile and stone. D/w, 

w/m, a/c, satellite TV. Modern 

development, western entrance, 

concierge, fence, guarded park-

ing. ID 54870 www.evans.ru 

232-6703 

POLYANKA DISTRICT. Modern 3-

room flat in the city center. Total 

area of 97 sq.m. Western renova-

tion, modern bathroom fixtures, 

new parquet. Fully furnished, air-

conditioned, satellite TV, internet. 

Stalin-period building, renovated 

entrance, quiet yard. ID 47374 

www.evans.ru, 232-6703

The Moscow Times is 
not responsible for the 
accuracy of advertisements 
contained in this section.

The most gorgeous palatial mansion 10,025 sf under roof now available 
in Makena – South Maui – Hawaii – USA

WWW.HALEOOLA.COM 

Please contact: corinnebouley@hotmail.com

Commissions for any agent representing the buyer.

DIRECTORY PRINT and ONLINE

Mini Guide Real Estate Classifi eds

NEW

MINI GUIDE .............. from 2,256 rubles* 

(text+logo)

REAL ESTATE ............from 41 rubles* per word

CLASSIFIEDS .............from 41 rubles* per word

GREETINGS ...................from 410 rubles*

PERSONALS 
(up to 30 words) and more......839 rubles*

BANNER .........................550 rubles* for 1 week

*18% VAT to be added.

Contacts

Contact SVETLANA MAXIMOVA at +7 (495) 232-4774; e-mail: s.maximova@imedia.ru

IT’S SIMPLE IN PERSON! 
Compose your text and bring it to our offi ces at: 

27 Ul. Petrovka, Viennese House Business 

Center, 5th fl oor, Offi ce 526

WORKING HOURS: 
Mon. to Fri. 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Strastnoi Bul.

Pushkinsky 
Cinema

Chekhovskaya

M

Petrovka

Bolshaya 
Dm

itrovka

Petrovsky Bul.

Viennese House



SATELLITE TV

WWW.TVMOS.RU, 5495505. 

VISAS

Working visas for teachers

www.legalstay.ru

+7 (495) 921-3807     

VISAS, WORK PERMITS

 www.visa-workpermit.ru, 221-2285

Visa. Work permit. Registration. Russian 

Embassy and Consulate information. 

www.Visalink-Russia.com

DATING

WWW.EURODATES.COM

GREETINGS

The Moscow Times is not responsible for the accuracy of advertisements contained in this section.

PRIVATE LESSONS

Native English teacher Cambridge cer-

tificated, available for private lessons in 

English call +7-985-389-1501, in Rus-

sian +7-910-489-5501

105+  WWW.TOEFLMOSCOW.RU

Russian lessons with professional experi-

enced teacher, +7-916-015-8024 Irina.

MASSAGE

M A S S A G E ,  + 7 - 9 0 3 - 6 6 8 - 3 2 01 . 

LIC. 10514/1973.

MASSAGE,+7-915-450-5606, Irina, 

lic.#1802/10006.        

M A S S A G E ,  + 7 ( 4 9 5 ) 7 9 2 - 19 3 0 , 

W W W . K A L I N A - S E R V I C E . R U , 

lic.#1802/10006.

INTRODUCTIONS

MONICA & KITTY

+7 (495) 720-4693, English

ROSE +79670720703, ENGLISH

LENA, +7(495) 9242057, English, anytime.

ANNA +79857860456, ENGLISH, anytime

SONYA, +7 (495) 9616336, ENG,CHINESE.

BLACK KITTY!!! +79645387218
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CLASSIFIEDS
R U

TMTCLASSIFIEDS
W W W

•  Limited Edition ‘Sport 
Classic’ & ‘Speedster’

•  Each have the Series 
No. 002

•  Brand New, Delivery 
Miles Only

•  Certificate Of Authority 
says

“LAST SPEEDSTER”
Offered As A Set Only.

A Pair of Matched & Rare Porsches

Phone: +1.407.739.0066
Full Details 

www.paulschiemer.com

Anna Vinogradova,
Marina Muklukova,
Maria Khmelenko,

Milana Chelpanova,
Anna Filonenko,

Anton Ivanov!

Happy Birthday to 

Tel.: +7 (495) 232-4774
Fax: +7 (495) 232-9274

o.dosova@imedia.ru

How to Place an Advertisement in

Classifieds

The Moscow Times is issuing a special page titled 

on September 12th
Tel.: +7 (495) 232-4774. E-mail: u.simonova@imedia.ru

If the services  of your  company are subject to obligatory licensing, in 
accordance with the law on advertising, the number of the license and 
the body it has been issued by should be mentioned in the text of your 
advertisement. If your product requires cer ti fi cation, the adver ti se ment's text 
must contain a customer warning to that effect.

TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS:
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II ANNUAL VEDOMOSTI CUP SAILING REGATTA 
Aegean sea, September 8 – 14, 2012

Pre-party
Royal Bar & Restaurant

a
d
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rt
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g

Style partner:

General partner:

Official car of the regatta:



C O M M U N I T Y  B U L L E T I N  B O A R D

INTRODUCTION TO MEDITA
TION AND BUDDHISM: Sept. 9, 4 to 
6 p.m. at Otkryty Mir, 18 Pavlovskaya 
Ulitsa. Metro Tulskaya. Cost 250 rubles. 
All are welcome. No prior knowledge 
needed. All teaching in English. (Intro-
ductions also available in Russian.) For 
details, see buddhayana.ru or call +7 
(903) 148-2255.

MOSCOW VILLAGE FETE: Sept. 
15, 2-6 p.m., St Andrew’s Anglican 
Church, 8 Voznesensky Pereulok. A 
British fete in Moscow. Fun, food, mu-
sic, games and prizes for all. Proceeds 
to Taganka Children’s Fund and St. 
Andrew’s Church Restoration fund. 
Adults, 200 rubles; children, 100 rubles; 
children in fancy dress, free. Contact 
jmchoward@gmail.com

Moscow Red Square Dance Club 
is glad to invite you to join our first 
SQUARE DANCE CLUB in Moscow. 
We meet every Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at the American Center, 1 Nikoloyam-
skaya Ulitsa. Metro Taganskaya. En-
trance is free. If you are ready to take 
part, please send us a message by e-mail: 
alsu.alyshewa@rambler.ru

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLUB with 
native speakers. Meetings for Muscovites 
to practice general and business English, 
make new contacts or just relax before 
a new week. Every Sunday from 7 to 10 
p.m. at Starbucks, 4 Novoslobodskaya 
Ulitsa. Just outside metro Novoslobod-
skaya. Call Christian +7 (916) 283-9629 
or George +7 (903) 614-1695.

Free weekly meetings on WEB DE
SIGN and Internet marketing. Free 
lessons on how to build your perfect 
website and optimize it. Open to anyone 
above age 14 who has a few spare hours 

every Sunday. Experienced web design-
ers are also welcome. Please contact Ye-
gor Danilov at +7 (925) 999-2629.

Are you a MOTHER NE W TO 
MOSCOW? Join other international 
moms once a week for a coffee morning. 
Contact me if you are interested: stacey.
weldonking@gmail.com.

For expats seeking to improve their 
Russian skills, join the RUSSIAN 
CONVERSATION CLUB at Le Pain 
Quotidien (32 Stary Arbat) at 4:30 p.m. 
on Saturdays. Metro Smolenskaya. 
All ages and levels welcome, from zero to 
hero! This event has been free of charge 
since its inception in 2009. E-mail So-
phie: russianconversationclub@gmail.
com.

MOSCOW LACROSSE CLUB 
practices and plays pickup games ev-
ery Saturday. We welcome players of 
all experience levels. Extra sticks and 
pads are available. Contact David at +7 
(916) 394-1248, ddiamonon@yahoo.
com.

MOSCOW ART CLUB meetings and 
weekend programs for English-speaking 
families and children are held at Ro-
manov Dvor, 4 Romanov Pereulok. For 
information and reservation, contact 
Margret Steinberg at moscowartclub@
narod.ru, or visit moscowartclub.narod.
ru.

CIVIC ASSISTANCE CENTER 
FOR THE ADAPTATION AND EDU
CATION OF CHILDREN OF FORCED 
MIGRANTS is looking for excellent 
English speakers to be volunteer teach-
ers. If you can offer 1 1/2 hours in the 
early evening, contact Katya at 350-0427 
or smkat@inbox.ru.

HIKERS, WALKERS AND NA
TURELOVERS meet every Sunday 
to hike in forests around Moscow. 
Information about meeting points, 
distances, etc. can be found at hike.
narod.ru. We are an international com-
munity and welcome expats as well as 
short-term visitors.

R E L I G I O U S  S E R V I C E S

ORTHODOX CHURCH OF ST. 
CATHERINE THE GREAT MARTYR 
IN THE FIELD, 60/2 Bolshaya Ordynka 
(M. Polyanka). Sat. (at 5 p.m.) and Sun. 
(at 10 a.m., confession at 9 a.m.) in Sla-
vonic. In Eng. the last Sat. of the month. 
959-1296, www.st-catherine.ru.

Moscow’s English-speaking JEW
ISH COMMUNITY CENTER invites 
you to visit our synagogue, programs, 
kosher meat and dairy restaurants, and 
to experience Moscow’s vibrant Jew-
ish life. 2nd Vysheslavtsev Pereulok, 
Bldg. 5A. Metro Marina Roshcha. 
For more info and Shabbat times, call 
768-7392, or visit www.jewishmoscow.
com.

WORD OF LIFE, Church of Chris-
tians of Evangelical Faith. Russian ser-
vices with English translation Sat. at 7 

p.m. and Sun. at 10 a.m., 1:30 and 5 
p.m. Senior Pastor Matts-Ola Ishoel. 
2 Ul. Pavla Korchagina. Metro Alex-
eyevskaya. 223-3035, www.wolrus.org.

ST. ANDRE W ’S ANGLICAN 
CHURCH MOSCOW, 8 Voznesen-
sky Per. (M. Okhotny Ryad). Sun.: 
Holy Communion at 8:30 a.m., Sung 
Eucharist at 11 a.m. with creche for 
young children. Wed.: Holy Com-
munion at 7 p.m. followed by a Bible 
study and prayer group. Call Fr. Simon 
at 629-0990. www.standrewsmoscow.
org.

MOSCOW PROTESTANT CHAP
LAINCY at St. Andrew’s Anglican 
Church, 8 Voznesensky Per., Sun. at 3 
p.m. Child care, Sunday school, youth 
group for 7th-12th graders. 143-3562.

MOSCOW INTERNATIONAL 
S E V E N T H  D A Y  A D V E N T I S T 
CHURCH, 9/3 Nagatinskaya Ul. (M. 
Nagatinskaya, Kolomenskaya). Bible 
study discussion groups on Sat. at 
11:15 a.m. and church service at 12:15 
p.m. in English and Russian. See www.
moscowchurch.ru.

M O S C O W  G O O D  N E W S 
CHURCH meets for four services ev-
ery Sun. (9 a.m., 11 a.m., 2 p.m. and 
youth service at 5 p.m.) at 2A Shchy-
olkovskoye Shosse, third floor (M. 
Cherkizovskaya). 727-1470, mgnc.org.

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
ASSEMBLY offers English-lan-
guage services at 11 a.m. at 10 Avia-
motornaya Ulitsa (M. Aviamotor-
naya), in the Avia-Plaza building, 
entrance at Planeta Fitness, third floor. 
Sunday school for children 4 to 12 years 
old and a nursery for those under 3. 

(929) 646-8721, www.icamoscow.org.

THE SANTERIA HOUSE OF 
MOSCOW (La Casa del Santo) is a 
nonsectarian association of worship-
pers of Santeria (Afro-Cuban reli-
gion). 22 Ul. Klimashkina (M. Ulitsa 
1905 Goda). Contact Carlos A. Reyes 
at aoddun@yahoo.com or (963) 616-
3498.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTERDAY SAINTS holds Eng-
lish-language worship services at 9 a.m. 
on Sundays. 21 Ulitsa Moskvorechye 
M. Kantemirovskaya, Kashirskaya. +7 
(964) 538-3725, www.lds.org.

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  C H R I S 
TIAN FELLOWSHIP, an evangelical 
church in Moscow, welcomes you to 
English services Sun. at 11:15 a.m. at 
1 Nikoloyamskaya Ulitsa, third floor. 
(906) 093-4801, www.icfmoscow.org.

ST. PETER & PAUL LUTHERAN 
CONGREGATION, worship ser-
vices Sun. at 11.30 a.m. 4 Bolshoi 
Ordynsky Pereulok, Vesta Hall 9. (495) 
728-9648, www.peterpaul.ru

English Bible Study and Worship 
at GOLGOTHA BAPTIST CHURCH. 
11 Ulitsa Leskova, M. Altufyevo. 
Expats and students of English are wel-
come. Sun. at 2 p.m. in Room 2.6.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES: 
Cathedral of The Immaculate Con-
ception, 27 Malaya Gruzinskaya 
Ulitsa (M. Krasnopresnenskaya), 
Catedra.ru; St. Louis des Francais, 
12 Malaya Lubyanka (M. Lubyanka). 
Sunday Masses: in English 9:30 a.m. 
and in French 10:30 a.m. Archdiocese: 
785-5434, katmos@katmos.ru.
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Community Bulletin Board is 
published daily. Please submit 
notices of up to 50 words by 2 p.m. 
the day before publication. 
E-mail community@imedia.ru, 
call 234-3223 or fax 232-6529.

HOW TO 
SUBMIT ITEMS

The Book of Letters (Pismovik): 
Marina Brusnikina’s stage 
version of Mikhail Shishkin’s 
romantic novel in letters. 
Chekhov Moscow Art Theater 
small stage, 3 Kamergersky 
Pereulok. Metro Teatralnaya. 
(495) 229-8760. At 7 p.m.

The Emigrants: Sergei 
Shchedrin’s staging of Slawomir 
Mrozek’s play about two lowly 
emigrants in the West. Satirikon 
Theater, 8 Sheremetyevskaya 
Ulitsa. Metro Marina Roshcha. 
(495) 602-6583. At 7 p.m.

Mashina Vremeni: rock. B2, 8 
Bolshaya Sadovaya Ulitsa. Metro 
Mayakovskaya. (495) 650-9909. 
9 p.m.

Baba: intellectual post-modern 
alco chansons. Kitaisky Lyotchik 
Dzhao Da, 25 Lubyansky 
Proyezd. Metro Kitai-Gorod. 
(495) 924-5611. At 10 p.m.

Five Evenings (Pyat Vecherov): 
Viktor Ryzhakov’s modern 
staging of Alexander Volodin’s 
Thaw-era play about two 
former lovers who meet again. 
Fomenko Studio New Stage 
small hall, 29 Naberezhnaya 
Tarasa Shevchenko. Metro 
Kutuzovskaya. (499) 249-1136. 
Sat. at 7 p.m.

Killer Joe: Javor Gardev’s 
staging of Tracy Letts’ black 
comedy about a highly 
disfunctional family and a 
corrupt policeman who enters 
their midst. Theater of Nations, 
3 Petrovsky Pereulok. Metro 
Chekhovskaya, Pushkinskaya. 
(495) 629-3739. Sat. at 7 p.m.

Novaya Rossiya Symphony 

Orchestra performs Mozart’s 
Concerto for two claviers and 
orchestra, Shostakovich’s 
Symphony No. 5 and Bykov’s 
Fragments. Soloists Yekaterina 
Derzhavina and Alexei Volodin 
(both piano). Conservatory Great 
Hall, 13 Bolshaya Nikitskaya 
Ulitsa. Metro Pushkinskaya, 
Biblioteka Imeni Lenina. (495) 
629-9401. Sat. at 7 p.m.

Happy Penguins Bluegrass 
Band: art rock, bluegrass, 
country, bossa nova. Bilingua, 10 
Krivokolenny Pereulok, Bldg. 5. 
Metro Chistiye Prudy. (495) 623-
9660. Sat. at 9 p.m.

Rodion Lyubensky: chansons, 
cabaret, punk. Schwein, 12 
Lefortovsky Pereulok. Metro 
Baumanskaya. (495) 267-4504. 
Sat. at 10 p.m.

Foreign-Language Movies
Frankenstein: Miller (2011): 
Danny Boyle’s screen version 
of the play written by Nick Dear 
from Shelley’s famous Gothic 
novel. Stars Jonny Lee Miller. 
35MM, 47/24 Ulitsa Pokrovka. 
Metro Krasniye Vorota, Kurskaya. 
(495) 917-1883. Fri. at 7:30 p.m. 
In English; Russian subtitles.

Un Bonheur n’arrive jamais 
seul (Lyubov s Prepyatstviyami, 
2012): A French romantic 
comedy starring Gad Elmaleh, 
Sophie Marceau and Maurice 
Barthelemy. 
Pioner, 21 Kutuzovsky Prospekt. 
Metro Kutuzovskaya. (499) 240-
5240. Fri. at 3:50 p.m., Sat. at 
5:10 p.m. In French; Russian 
subtitles.

TODAY’S CALENDAR PICKS

Juggling sports and school can be challenging, but this Russian mom taking her son to practice Thursday at the 
CSKA athletic complex was showing how it’s done: bookbag in one hand, backpack with sports gear in the other.

VLADIMIR FILONOV / MT

For more Dilbert comics, see themoscowtimes.com/multimedia/dilbert
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By Howard Amos
T H E  M O S C O W  T I M E S

“Tinned meat, oil, milk, fish, liver, 
salt, laurel leaves, black peppercorns, 
carrots, garlic, dill, spring onions, pars-
ley, dried fruit and cabbage,” read Olga 
Tikhomirova from a list entitled “Essen-
tial food to have at home,” part of a 33-
page booklet distributed by the state to 
children leaving Russian orphanages.

Tikhomirova is the director of Step 
Up, a center providing supplementary 
education to 120 orphans incongruously 
housed in Moscow’s Anglican Church, 
a short walk from the Kremlin.

Other useful sections of the book-
let include how to seek redress if you 
are fired from work, information about 
your passport (“a very important docu-
ment that you must look after carefully 
and try not to lose”), and a page and a 
half on the dangers of AIDS.

Amused, Tikhomirova pointed out a 
lyrical introductory paragraph on what 
it means to be an adult: “You will learn 
how to look at yourself with irony,” it 
read.

Despite some superficial improve-
ments, little has changed in the essence 
of Russia’s vast orphanage system, nor 
in post-orphanage care, since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. 

There are no tracking mechanisms 
for the 20,000 young adults leaving or-
phanages every year, and statistics sug-
gest only about 10 percent successfully 
adapt to normal life. Alcoholism, drug 
addiction, criminality and suicide take 
the rest.

As philanthropic traditions become 
more entrenched, however, the num-
ber of organizations that are invest-
ing in long-term solutions continues to 
grow. Such charities use a variety of ap-
proaches to help foster social integra-
tion, from art projects to mentoring. 
Step Up focuses on education. 

Gennady, 23, grew up in Moscow 
correctional orphanage number 80 and 
has been coming to Step Up since 2002. 
Step Up requested the surnames of its 
students not be published.

Since he completed Step Up’s ed-
ucational programs, his visits, once or 
twice a week, are purely social. He now 
studies once a week at the Institute of 
World Economy and Information Tech-
nology and works as a logistics man-
ager.

There are nine types of orphan-
ages in the Russian state system, rang-
ing from those for “normal” children, 
to orphanages for those diagnosed with 
“oligophrenia,” a severe form of devel-

opmental disability. 
“The question is not whether it’s 

a good or a bad orphanage,” said Tik-
homirova, who also works full-time as 
a high school history teacher. “They 
just don’t prepare children for the rest 
of their lives.”

Another Moscow-based charity, Big 
Change, also uses education to aid so-
cial integration. It 
is visited regularly 
by 60 young peo-
ple, aged between 
13 and 30. 

B i g  C h a n g e 
head Irina Ryaz-
anova decried an 
instinctive prefer-
ence among vol-
unteers and cor-
porate donors for 
short-term solu-
tions: particularly 
the material gifts that entrench cycles of 
dependency. 

Present-giving to orphans and or-
phanages has increased in recent years 
and is currently at “monstrous” levels, 
she said. 

A particularly clear manifestation of 
the “parasitism” that this type of phi-
lanthropy can help ingrain in those who 
grow up within the system is the abuse 

of the free apartments provided by the 
state. 

About 80 percent of the “orphan-
age graduates” who receive such ac-
commodation do not use it for living: 
They move in with friends, renting out 
their apartments so they do not need to 
work. 

“The issue is not with the ‘prob-
lems’ that these children have, but with 
the fact that they are not given any op-
portunities to resolve them,” said Anna 
Ulyanova, Step Up’s psychologist.

Evening classes at Step Up take place 
in the bowels of St. Andrew’s Church in 
battered rooms with broken lights and 
empty bookshelves. 

A Russian language lesson visited by 
a Moscow Times reporter flickered be-
tween moments of silent concentration 
and moments of uproar. 

Allowing discussion to occasion-
ally swerve off into good-natured hu-
mor to break up the tedium of gram-
mar, Mikhail Sverdlov, who has taught 
at Step Up for a decade, responded in 
kind. He told one student his answer 
was like “a basketball that rolled around 
and around the hoop before bouncing 
out.”

Most of the children who come to 
Step Up live in correctional orphanages, 
a middle bracket of orphanage straddling 
those with behavioral disorders and de-
velopmental delays, who are routinely 
educated only to the equivalent of the 
5th grade of normal school. They are 
then assigned to technical colleges for 
compulsory vocational training, where 
most have little interest in the profession 
that they end up studying. 

Olga, 21, one of the students in Sverd-
lov’s class, has attended Step Up for 
three years. “I have grown up a lot since 
I started coming here,” she said. “If I 
didn’t like it I would never have come 
back after the first time.”

The aim is to widen horizons, said 
psychologist Ulyanova. “We mitigate 
their estrangement, their mentality that 
they’re different and will remain differ-
ent forever.”

But sometimes the opportunities can 
be too much, and the drop-out rates at 

all organizations working intensively 
with orphans are high. 

“If you’ve spent your whole life be-
ing told what to do and then you land up 
in a ‘free’ place like this, people can lose 
themselves,” Ulyanova said.

The financial base of organizations 
like Step Up and Big Change has been 
widening in recent years as traditions 
of corporate giving and private charity 
spread in Russia. But similar set-ups are 
still extremely rare in regional cities be-
cause of the difficulty of finding funds. 

Western companies working in Rus-
sia have long provided the bulk of Big 
Change’s approximately $320,000 of 
annual funding, said Ryazanova, but 
now the balance is tipping towards Rus-
sian companies. 

Step Up’s annual $145,000 expen-
diture comes from fundraising founda-
tions including Action for Russian Chil-
dren (ARC) and the Charities Aid Foun-
dation (CAF), as well as corporate spon-
sors like Clifford Chance, Linklaters, 
Starbucks and Deloitte. Individual do-
nations and one-off concerts, plays and 
fairs provide supplementary income.

The flow of money to charities de-
veloping long-term projects, however, 
is dwarfed by that pumped directly into 
the system of state institutions. 

Companies often decline to name 

exact amounts, but Sberbank, Russia’s 
biggest lender, supports 25 percent of 
Russia’s orphanages, while state-owned 
oil pipeline monopoly Transneft has 
said that paying higher dividends would 
mean a decrease in the aid it gives to or-
phans.

Some see positive changes in the sys-
tem of state institutions. 

“There is a big difference from 20 
years ago,” said Maria Yeliseyeva, head 
of Maria’s Children, a charity that has 
been using art to engage orphans since 
1992. “And community control will in-
crease.”

But even Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev has criticized orphanages 
as “more conducive to the isolation of 
children than their socialization,” and 
few expect any dramatic improvements.

“Russia’s orphanage system is huge 
and there is a lot of institutional inertia,” 
said Andrei Kortunov, president of the 
New Eurasian Foundation. 

“Any attempt to dismantle it, even if 
it comes from a high level, will be almost 
certainly suicidal for its initiators.”

Step Up will host a charity clayshooting 
event Saturday to raise funds for its educa-
tional program See vverh.su or www.clay-
shoot.ru for more details. Tel. 8 (909) 950-
0330.

How to Help Orphans to Adapt to Life Outside

A class at the Step Up center, held in Moscow’s Anglican church. Step Up is financed by local fund raising organizations and corporate sponsors. 

VLADIMIR FILONOV / MT

Charities say that long-term solutions are needed to foster integration. 

VLADIMIR FILONOV / MT

Twenty thousand leave 
orphanages each year but few 
cope. In Moscow, a number 
of organizations are trying to 

help them survive. 

Material donations (especially clothes and toys) to orphanages or short-term 
volunteer contact with vulnerable children should be avoided if you are actually 
seeking to help those in Russia’s state institutions. 
Many of the best orphan charities in Russia offer constructive ways in which 
volunteers can channel their energies and hold fundraising events, as well as 
receiving donations. They include:

HOW TO HELP

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
www.bbbsrussia.org
+7 (495) 679-8646
Director: Roman Sklotsky

Big Change
www.bigchange.ru
+7 (499) 613-3504
Director: Irina Ryazanova

Deti Nashi 
www.detinashi.ru
+7 (495) 787-9970
Director: Varvara Penzova

Maria’s Children
www.mariaschildren.ru
+7 (499) 978-5450
Director: Maria Yeliseyeva

Step Up Orphan Opportunity 
Center
www.vverh.su
+7 (495) 629-5117 
Director: Olga Tikhomirova

‘The issue 
is not with 

the problem 
these children 
have, but that 
they are not 
given any 

opportunities to 
resolve them.’
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