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By Daria Litvinova d.litvinova@imedia.ru

The Kremlin’s reluctant decision to investigate reports of an 
anti-gay purge is making Chechen officials uneasy

A Whiff of Panic

Moscow’s probe into anti-gay crimes 
in Chechnya might be preliminary, 
but its effects are anything but. Lo-

cal authorities are already panicking, accord-
ing to the newspaper that broke the story. 

One by one, high-rank officials made 
statements about newfound tolerance of the 
LGBT community, reported Novaya Gazeta. 
Magomed Dashayev, head of the Grozny po-
lice, suggested he would allow a gay parade in 
the Chechen capital. Elsewhere it was a story 
of closed ranks. Some ignored interrogation 
requests. Those who spoke to investigators 
“looked nervous and denied everything.”

The probe, which has been sanctioned by 
the Kremlin, is a first for Chechnya. Up until 
now, the republic’s notorious leader, Ramzan 
Kadyrov, had been left alone as a quid pro quo 
for pacifying the one-time warring region.

A serious turn
When the Novaya Gazeta newspaper broke 
the story in early April, the details were so 
shocking as to be scarcely believable. Over 100 
gay men had been brutally detained in secret 
prisons, tortured and forced to reveal names 
of friends and partners, it alleged. At least 
four men were killed. 

This provoked a Herculean response and 
evacuation effort from NGOs. They offered 
medical, psychological and financial assis-
tance, and helped some leave Russia. The of-

ficial reaction, however, was one of denial.
There were no gay Chechens, said Alvi 

Karimov, Kadyrov’s spokesman — a priori there 
could be no purge. Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov meanwhile insisted the Kremlin 
was “not aware” of any issue. 

But the picture changed following a high-
profile meeting between Putin and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel in early May. Sev-
eral days later, the Russian president said he 
would support an investigation. 

Things had taken a serious turn.

A serious team
The Kremlin’s willingness to force Chechen 
officials to cooperate will prove to be the lit-

mus test for the investigation, says Tanya 
Lokshina, senior Russia researcher at Human 
Rights Watch.

But the caliber of investigators sent to 
Chechnya offers some cause for optimism. 
Lead detective Igor Sobol, in particular, has 
a reputation for “meticulous” and “fearless” 
investigations, says Yekaterina Sokirianskaia, 
Russia project director for Brussels-based In-
ternational Crisis Group. 

“Sobol takes on tough cases,” she says. 
“Kadyrov clearly crossed a red line”

As much as it is reluctant to defend LGBT 
rights, the Kremlin seems unwilling to toler-
ate an international scandal involving tor-
ture and murder. It is expected the number of 
investigators in the region will grow signifi-
cantly. Putin’s human rights ombudswoman 
Tatyana Moskalkova says she is sending a 
team to Chechnya to look into the situation, 
and plans to travel there herself.

But whatever resources Moscow throws at 
the investigation, it is unlikely to have a seri-
ous effect on the real elephant in the room: 
a deeply-held intolerance of Chechen society 
toward the LGBT community.

Such entrenched views cannot be changed 
quickly, says Grigory Shvedov, editor-in-chief 
of the Caucasian Knot publication.

“Large parts of society remain homopho-
bic,” he says. “More people approve of the 
crackdown than do not.”  TMT 

F or Russia’s powerful elite, opposition leader Alexei Naval-
ny inhabits a remote parallel universe too far off to even 
notice. His investigative reports on the prime minister’s 

alleged corruption may get millions of views on Youtube. His 
protests may gather huge crowds. But for Russia’s leadership, 
these are issues to manage, not to worry about.

And if you’re a member of the inner circle, the last thing 
you should do is engage in direct discussions with Navalny. 
That, after all, would put him on par with the country’s lead-
ers. Vladimir Putin and members of his elite have never even 
mentioned Navalny by name. That is, until May 18, when oli-
garch Alisher Usmanov released a 12-minute video address to 
“Alexei-damn-you-loser-Navalny.”

“You must apologize, and you must answer before me, Lyo-
sha,” said Usmanov, who is worth $15.2 billion dollars accord-
ing to the current Forbes ranking. The video was recorded on 
his famous Dilbar yacht, the world’s largest such boat.

In the unexpected video rant, which gained 1.2 million hits 
in just a few days, Usmanov responded to Navalny’s allega-
tions that he had bribed Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev by 
gifting him a mansion. Navalny, in turn, answered by inviting 
Usmanov to a live debate. Usmanov released a second video: 
“Damn you again, Navalny, and we will debate in court!”

But the debate has already started. Their exchange is argu-
ably the first real political debate between Russia’s rulers and 
the opposition in the last 15 years.

For his part, Usmanov is not a typical Russian mogul. A native 
of Uzbekistan, he was born the son of the Tashkent city prosecu-
tor. In 1980, he was imprisoned and spent 6 years on extortion 
and embezzlement charges alongside the son of a regional KGB 
deputy.

It was a highly unusual turn of events for sons of such high-
profile officials. Even today, few details of the case are known 
— and Usmanov wants to keep it that way. In his address to 
Navalny, he reminded the opposition leader that the Supreme 
Court of Uzbekistan had already cleared him of all charges.

In the 1970s, foreign currency transactions, the antiques 
trade and black marketeering — still considered crimes under 
the communist system — were natural ways of making mon-
ey for the USSR’s elite youth.

Those who know Usmanov say they doubt he could actual-
ly have been guilty of extortion or embezzlement: Why would 
he do it? They also doubt the rumored rape charges that Na-
valny referred to in his video. This, by all accounts, is what in-
furiated Usmanov in the first place.

“You said that I was doing time for rape. You wanted to 
blur the line between a man and a monster. Of us two, you 
are the criminal,” Usmanov said in his video. He was referring 
to Navalny’s suspended prison sentence for embezzlement, 
charges widely viewed as politically motivated.

In Russia, major businessmen often help the authorities. 
It allows them to insure their wealth against political seizure. 

Usmanov’s business deals in the Russian media and his real 
estate transactions with Medvedev-controlled foundations 
are assumed to be favors to the Kremlin.

But Usmanov is bigger than the average mogul. He does 
not need to hedge himself against the system, because he is 
the system. He may even consider himself among those select 
players who shape Russia’s future. He is part of the team.

To a large extent, Putin’s strength is his indifference. For 
practical reasons, he kills discussion by not accepting the 
mere concept of it: When there is no debate, it is impossible 
to lose a debate. Putin never exchanges views with anybody; 
he informs.

The system that Putin has built is designed to never ex-
press emotion. The less human it looks, the more powerful it 
appears. And ostensible ignorance of Navalny’s activities fits 
into this broader agenda.

As one former Russian official put it: “If you’re part of the 
system, you don’t fight with the opposition. You make the 
system do it for you.” In practice, this means: You don’t argue 
with Navalny. You either ignore him or you take him to court.

But Usmanov got too emotional. He fell victim to a conflict 
between two sets of unwritten rules. As a member of Putin’s 
circle, he should have abstained from arguing. But as an in-
sulted businessman with a troubled past, he couldn’t resist 
picking up the gauntlet. And he seemed to enjoy it. 

With it, political debate in Russia was born anew.  TMT 
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International condemnation of reported anti-gay 
crimes in Chechnya has forced the Kremlin to act
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gay men from Chechnya 
have already left Russia.

gay Chechens applied to 
Russian LGBT Network 

NGO for help.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said there was “no reason to doubt” 
Ramzan Kadyrov when he denied 
police terrorizing gay men.

10010 “It is embarrassing to even talk about 
it” Ramzan Kadyrov on the allegations 
of an anti-gay purge in Chechnya, 
reported by Novaya Gazeta.
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Artists fear a wider crackdown following divisive Moscow theater raid 

Machine Against the Stage

One of the most iconic images of Stalin’s terror is a pho-
tograph of Vsevolod Meyerkhold, one of Russia’s most 
famous 20th century theater directors, moments after 

he was arrested in 1939. Many assumed it would be the last 
time a Moscow theater director was led into a car by masked 
men and driven away for interrogation.

On Tuesday, May 23, however, it happened again. This 
time, the man being led away was Kirill Serebrennikov, Rus-
sia’s award-winning theater and film director. 

“I am in shock and do not understand [what is going on],” 
Serebrennikov told the assembled cameras.

Masked men arrived at dawn at Serebrennikov’s home. 
Later, a similar group arrived at Gogol Center, the theater he 
runs. A rehearsal was interrupted. Actors and staff had their 
phones confiscated. Men with guns searched the theater. 

One actor told Russian media he felt as if he had been held 
“by terrorists” during the raid.

Dark times
These are strange times for Russian theater. On the one hand, 
state-sponsored conservatism, censorship and the growing 
influence of the Russian Orthodox Church have led to plays 
being shut down and theaters threatened. 

On the other hand, never before has the Moscow theater 
scene been so popular. 

Serebrennikov, 47, is at the cutting edge of this renais-
sance.  In 2012, he was appointed to run the Gogol Center by 
Moscow’s Culture Minister Sergey Kapkov. Under Serebren-
nikov’s leadership, the Gogol Center became Moscow’s most 
exciting cultural hub. 

At least initially, Moscow’s hottest director was not averse 
to working with authorities. In 2011, he staged Okolonolya, 
attributed to the Kremlin’s then-powerful gray cardinal 
Vladislav Surkov. 

But the theater’s launch sparked several protests organized 
by ultra-Orthodox activists who sent letters to prosecutors 
saying they were offended by nudity and obscene language 
in Serebrennikov’s plays. As time passed, the director became 
embroiled in open conflict with the Culture Ministry. 

A rebel emerged. Serebrennikov supported protests against 
Putin’s presidency in 2011. He advocated LGBT rights and even 
called Russia’s annexation of Crimea the act of “an impover-
ished thug who has lost his mind.”

His controversial film The Student, which explored mat-

ters of indoctrination, won the Francois Chalais prize at the 
2016 Cannes Film Festival. 

One year on, in the very week that the festival re-opens on 
the French Riviera, Serebrennikov found himself being taken 
away by masked men.

Serious blow
The raids on Serebrennikov’s theater were more serious than 
any of the troubles Russian theater has faced recently.

During the raid, Russia’s law enforcement said it was in-
vestigating the embezzlement of government art funding. 
They alleged a number of people had stolen 200 million rubles 
(U.S.$3.5M) between 2010 and 2014.

The state funds in question were allocated to a produc-
tion company created and run at that time by Serebrennikov. 
The company’s former director and accountant were also de-
tained. As of May 24, Serebrennikov was not officially charged 
with any criminal activity and remains a witness in the case.

Aside from the theater and the director’s apartment, po-
lice searched 15 other addresses they say are connected to the 
case. The raids were reportedly conducted without a court 
warrant, under an “emergency measures” law of the Russian 
criminal code.

It is straightforward enough for authorities to build crimi-
nal cases around the use of public funds. Many Russians as-
sume serious public action by law enforcement agencies 
is not always what it seems, and is triggered by behind the 
scenes political or financial interests.

Authorities have maintained the raids were apolitical. 
But while Serebrennikov was kept for interrogation for a few 
hours without contact — an extended procedure even by the 
standards of Russian law enforcement — Moscow’s art world 
struggled to understand what was happening.

Unlike businessmen or bureaucrats, Russian artists rarely 
end up in jail for embezzlement or corruption. Some won-
dered whether Serebrennikov’s detention was instead a sig-
nal to other top-officials, perhaps within the culture ministry.

This does not appear to be the case here, a source close to 
the government suggested to The Moscow Times: The target 
is most likely Serebrennikov himself.

Final act
Heavily dependent on state handouts, Russia’s cultural elite 
generally avoids politics. This time it was different. 
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“I am in shock” - Kirill 
Serebrennikov, quoted after being 
taken away for questioning

serebrennikov appointed to 
run the new Gogol Center.

serebrennikov film “The 
student” won the francois 

Chalais Prize at Cannes.

20162012 “[Serebrennikov] is the pride of 
Russia,” pro-Kremlin director 
Fedor Bondarchuk

Responding to a call to rally, dozens of leading Russian art-
ists, journalists and fans turned up at the theater to protest 
the raids. Among attendees was celebrity film director Fe-
dor Bondarchuk, a member of the ruling United Russia party, 
who has never been seen at protest rallies before. 

“Serebrennikov is the pride of Russia. We cannot not react 
to this,” Bondarchuk told crowds outside the theater.

A letter signed by Russia’s actors and directors in support 
of Serebrennikov was read out by actress Chulpan Khamatova. 
“We all know him as an honest and open person,” it said. The 
next day, the Bolshoi Theater’s director, Vladimir Urin, wrote 
a letter to Putin in defense of Serebrennikov. 

Journalist and culture analyst Yuri Saprykin told The Mos-
cow Times that the theater has many enemies. “There was 
pressure on the Gogol Center from the start,” he said. 

In its five years of staging daring performances, the Go-
gol Center had survived numerous threats. But with Sere-
brennikov’s interrogation, some fears the edgy theater’s days 
might be numbered.  TMT 
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Customer traffic and turnover in Russian 
outlet centers has increased by 15-20% in 
three years, analysts at the Knight Frank 

international consulting company estimated. 
By the end of 2016, these stores had come out 
on top.

“Difficulties in the economy gave 
unique impetus to the development of the 
outlet format in our country,” said Mikhail 
Shaposhnikov, head of strategic consulting at 
RealJet. “Buyers are more aware of discounts, 
even if they have to travel outside the city.”

Getting the format right
Four outlets centers have opened in Russia 
since 2013 with a total area of   113,000 sq.m. 
Their area will increase to 182,000 sq.m. in 
the next two years, due to two new projects 
and the expansion of existing centers, 
according to Knight Frank. The Fashion 
House (a project of Polish Fashion House 
Development), White Cottage (developer 
Hines International) and Vnukovo Outlet 
Village (developer Diona company) are 
located in Moscow. Outlet Village Pulkovo 
(a Hines project) was opened in late 2015 
in St. Petersburg. This format has not yet 
reached other regions of the country, 
although they have thought about it in 
Yekaterinburg, Kazan and Kuban, IPG.Estate 

managing partner Ivan Pochinshchikov said. 
For comparison, there are about 200 centers 
in America, and 135 in Europe, according to 
Colliers International, and there are more of 
them every year.

Vera Setskaya, president of GVA Sawyer, 
says this format is still undervalued in Russia. 
She said an outlet center will pay off in 6-8 
years, provided that the economy is not in crisis 
(IRR is more than 30%). In crisis conditions it 
will be for 8-10 years. According to Setskaya, 
economic crises do not have a lot of impact on 
traffic in outlet centers.

Brandon O’Reilly, managing director 
of Fashion House Group, which recently 
completed construction of the second stage of 
an outlet in Moscow (4,500 sq.m. of leasable 
area, 12 million euros of investment), would 
not estimate the payback period for the object. 
However, leases have already signed for more 
than 90% of the area. “The project is looking 
good. The first stage was hard, but the second 
is much easier. Payback could be about 5 
years, which is a super success for the current 
retail real estate market,” said Alexander 
Obukhovsky, director of the Knight Frank retail 
real estate department.

Obukhovsky is less certain about neighboring 
Zelenopark, where an outlet center is also 
planned. “It is not the most convenient location. 

Traffic, purchase amount and profit are growing at 
outlet centers everywhere, in spite of the general 
stagnation of the retail real estate market YE
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By Marina Dykina

Vnukovo 
Outlet Village 
on Kievskoe 
Shosse is the 
largest in 
Russia, with 
an area of 
more than 
47,000 sq.m.

Not a lot of savings, but 
plenty of entertainment, 
in Russian outlet centers
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It has a leasable area of   more than 100,000 
sq.m., but it really operates only for residents 
of Khimki and Zelenograd. Although in Khimki 
there is a big, beautiful Mega mall,” he said.

In general, according to the experts 
interviewed, things are fine for the existing 
outlets centers. LFL figures (like-for-like, 
used to compare sales during reporting and 
reference periods for comparable stores) are 
growing, and growth is outpacing inflation. 
Rental rates in metropolitan outlets, according 
to Knight Frank, stay at $300-500 per sq.m. 
per year. Since the beginning of the crisis, 
rates have decreased by 25-30% in euros. 
now in most cases they are set in rubles for 
2-6 months plus a percentage of the tenant’s 
turnover (from 15,000 to 30,000 rubles per 
sq.m. per year).

In GVA Sawyer, they note the high capacity 
of outlets (up to 150 visitors per sq.m. per year) 
and conversion of visitors to buyers at 95%, 
which is understandable. Since everyone has 
come so far to get there, they are not going to 
leave empty-handed. “In the shopping center 
and shopping mall, conversion is only 15-40%,” 
IPG.Estate’s Pochinshchikov said.

Premium and luxury tenants are found more 
often in European outlet centers than in Russia. 
In Europe, they have Bottega Veneta, Burberry, 
Gucci, Prada, Ralph Lauren, Paul Smith, M 
Missoni, Hugo Boss, Salvatore Ferragamo, 
Versace, La Perla, Roberto Cavalli, Trussardi, 
etc., according to Colliers International. Often 
premium operators offer not only unsold items, 
but also special collections for outlet shops. 
Fewer luxury brands are present in Russian 
outlet centers. (For reasons related to logistics, 
customs clearance, etc., it is not profitable to 
bring special collections here). Outlet centers 
host medium and medium+ brands.

In addition, outlets are subject to seasonality 
— in winter, traffic in Russia is reduced. And 
then you cannot do without big, flashy events 
and decent discounts. In winter and toward the 
end of summer they reach 80%.

Come see me
Russian outlet centers scrupulously copy 
Western models, except for their high prices. 
“The price is often not much different from 
what it was on final sale in the regular store,” 
said Marat Manasyan, general director of M1 
Solutions. nonetheless, in accordance with 
the laws of the genre, merchandise should 
be available year-round with a minimum 
30% discount compared with stores in the 
city’s central shopping centers, according to 
Knight Frank. Often, the same things offered 
by Russian outlets can be bought abroad for 
almost half the price. Alexander ustinov, RD 
Management development director, called the 
trade a “sly price game.” According to statistics, 
the average check at a European outlet center 
is 60-80 euros, depending on the season, while 
Russian operators add another 20% to that. 
Foreign visitors go to Moscow outlets only to 
look (because there will be no VAT refund) and 

have fun, which, by the way, is not typical for 
the Western version. There is no concept of 
outlet center entertainment there.

So, in Vnukovo Outlet Village on Kievskoe 
Shosse, the largest in Russia, with an area 
of   47,565 sq.m., there are 150 shops, a park, 
a petting zoo, four themed restaurants and 
Russia’s first Angry Birds children’s amusement 
park. Among the brands on sale are Adidas, 
nike, Chester, 7Camile, Mywalit, Henderson, Ile 
de Beaute, SmartSphere (Apple), Togas, Miss 
Sixty, Estel Adoni, Caterina Leman, Samsonite, 
Elite L, Witchenm Giovane Gentile, Lacoste, 
Versace, Yohji Yamamoto, BCBG, uS Polo, Tom 
Tailor, Cacharel, Stella McCartney, Porsche 
Design, Snow Queen, Jamilco, Winnie, Tender 
Age, Cashmere and Silk, etc. The purchase 
receipt is among the highest at 70-100 euros.

In Fashion House, only a café is the only 
entertainment, and the average check is 50-70 
euros. The emphasis here is on family shopping. 
Among the brands present are Tommy Hilfiger 
Adidas, Reebok, uS Polo, Tom Tailor, Benetton, 
nike, Puma, Lacoste, Cacharel, Carlo Pazolini, 
Tru Trussardi, Samsonite, Salomon, Reserved, 
Mohito, etc.

At Belaya Dacha there are cafes, restaurants 
and a children’s playground, and master classes 
are held. There are 150 tenants here: ZuM 
Discount, BOSCO, Furla, Patrizia Pepe, Michael 
Kors, Tommy Hilfiger, BOSS, Lacoste, Mango, 
Levi’s, nike, Timberland, Bogner and many 
others. The average receipt is the same as in 
Fashion House: 50-70 euros.

Despite the negative factors, right now 
Russian outlet centers are on their way to 
becoming the popular choice for shopping, 
experts agree. Yevgenia Khakberdieva, head of 
the Knight Frank shopping centers department, 
noted that outlet centers are becoming more 
popular every year. “Even in 2014 and 2015, 
retailers’ turnover in the outlet centers grew. 
In the best projects, such as Belaya Dacha and 
Vnukovo, there are waiting lists, as it was in 
“good times” in the best shopping centers in 
Moscow.” According to a report from Outlet 
Village Belaya Dacha, by late February 2016, 
traffic at the shopping center had increased by 
35% compared to the same period in 2015 — to 
2.5 million people.

Although retailers, according to Tatiana 
Malyanova, head of the rental department 
at JLL shopping centers, were skeptical at 
first of the outlet format in Russia, after 
they saw the real numbers, they began to 
consider doing their business in them. Will 
they be equally willing to enter into similar 
projects in the Russian regions? According to 
Veronika Lezhneva, director of the analytics 
department at Colliers International, there 
is potential for the development of outlets 
in the major cities of the Southern Russia 
and the urals. “If there is sufficient demand 
and interest in any region from the main 
companies operating in outlet centers, we can 
expect new projects in cities with populations 
over a million,” she said.
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New demand for warehouses for Russian 
and foreign online sellers may reach 3.2 
million sq.m. by 2020, according to “The 

Warehouse Market in the Era of E-commerce,” 
a study by CBRE and Logopark Development 
with the support of the Association of Internet 
Trade Companies. Of that volume, Russian online 
retailers will need about 1.5 million sq.m., at least 
half of which will be in the Moscow region, experts 
calculated. International traders will account for 
another 1.8 million sq.m. of demand.

Now, according to CBRE, online retailers and 
operators that process and deliver their goods 
occupy 1 million sq.m., 68% of which is in Moscow 
and the region. There is a total of about 18 million 
sq.m. of Class A and B warehouse space in Russia. 
But online trading is one of the fastest growing 
industries, and retailers have high requirements 
for warehouse infrastructure, which imposes 
restrictions on the quality of facilities. “We may 
face a situation where the market will not be 
ready to meet the demand for adequate areas,” 
experts warn.

The main tenants and buyers of warehouses 
among online traders listed in the CBRE study 
are Internet retailers themselves, operators 
handling orders and deliveries, and retailers that 
combine traditional stores and online retail. 
In the future, foreign trading platforms will be 
added. The first may be Cainiao (part of Alibaba), 
consultants say.

“I would like to be mistaken, but we shouldn’t 
expect the largest online retailers to enter the 
Russian market and absorb the vacant space on 
the warehouse market,” said Vyacheslav Kholopov, 
regional director and head of the industrial and 
warehouses department at JLL.

Certainly, e-commerce is developing in 
Moscow, St. Petersburg and other major cities. 
But the retail trade turnover and income of the 
population do not show positive dynamics, so 
foreign giants are not motivated to enter the 
Russian market. “On a world scale, our market 
remains small,” Kholopov said.

In most cases, Russian e-commerce is located 
in typical Class A and B warehouses, with varying 
degrees of automation and mechanization. With 
few exceptions, these are single-level structures: 
a warehouse or a network of warehouses of 
the same type, from which orders are fulfilled. 
This is significantly different from the structure 
of the logistics platforms of online retailers in 
the developed markets of Western Europe or 
the United States. Specialists from CBRE divide 
warehouses of global online trading operators into 
three types.

The first group consists of regional 
distribution centers (50,000 sq.m. or more) 
located near major transport and logistics 
centers, and federal and international highways 
without direct links to the cities of coverage. 
Technologically, these are standard warehouses, 
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from which goods are sent to fulfillment centers 
(the second group).

These fulfillment centers specialize in picking 
and sending orders, and they are also located on 
major highways, but at mid-distance from cities 
(up to 30 km for such hubs as Moscow or Paris). At 
this level, differences in the characteristics of the 
buildings begin: it takes more than a conventional 
Class A warehouse, with the number of loading 
docks being at least one for every 500 sq.m. (for 
a typical Class A warehouse, it is acceptable to 
have one dock per 1000 sq.m.), increased parking 
space and additional turn-around areas. Inside 
these warehouses, orders are usually collected by 
a combination of conveyor belts and manual labor. 
Goods are not stored on high shelves as there is 
continuous turnover. The third group is suburban 
sorting facilities and urban facilities, through 
which goods move quickly. The buildings have low 
ceilings (less than 8 m.), an increased number of 
docks (1 for every 250 sq.m.) and a lot of parking 
space and turning areas for trucks.

The structure of Russian online retailers’ 
warehouses is largely determined by the structure 
of the market itself, which is characterized by 
strong polarization. Half of the local turnover of 
24,000 sites is provided by only 100 companies, 
half of which (i.e., 25% of total Russian turnover) 
is made up of only 10 participants: Yulmart, 
Wildberries, Citylink, M.Video, Exist, Eldorado, 
Svyaznoy, Kupivip , Ozon and Lamoda.

So far, there is a surplus of warehouses on the 
market, and prices are falling, says Alexei Fedorov, 
president of the Association of Internet Trade 
Companies and managing partner of the online 
retailer 220 Volts. Many companies are leaving the 
market, especially in the regions, he noted. The 
only Internet retailer that he knows is opening 
warehouses in the regions is Ozon.ru, Fedorov said.

Over the past year, Ozon.ru, according to 
operations director Alexei Timonin, has found 
three premises in Yekaterinburg, Krasnodar and 
Kazan with a total area of   more than 14,000 
sq.m. On May 17, Ozon.ru opened a new section 
(14,000 sq.m.) in its own Tver warehouse complex 
in the Borovlevo-2 industrial zone. Investment in 
the construction and equipment of the project 
amounted to 1.5 billion rubles ($26.5 million). The 
total area of   the warehouse complex is 40,000 
sq.m. The warehouse stores 5 million items in 14 
product categories, from books and electronics to 
clothing and food, the new construction will allow 
the placement of an additional 3 million items (in 
a total storage area of   more than 100,000 sq.m.), 
the company said in a press release . In June, 
Ozon.ru will open another regional warehouse in 
Krasnodar with an area of   5000 sq.m.

“In April, MLP signed a lease with DNS for 4100 
sq.m. in the Tomilino warehouse complex. In May, 
it signed an agreement with Ozon, renting 3500 
sq.m. in Leningrad Terminal,” said Gleb Belavin, 
deputy general manager of MLP management 
company. He noted demands from e-commerce 
companies, which should be taken into account 
by developers. “Update existing warehouses with 
docks (at the request of the lessee), make changes 
to projects, make more hi-tech equipment for the 
company’s e-commerce warehouse,” he listed.

Online sellers will need more warehouses
By Natalia Ishchenko, Elena Nikitina



Vladimir Golitsyn felt safer in the evenings. The closer 
to midnight, the more unlikely the police were to ar-
rive with an arrest warrant.

A member of one of Russia’s most famous aristocrat-
ic families, Golitsyn, an artist, lived for years in the Soviet 
Union as his friends from the noble class fled abroad, 
were executed or disappeared.

In a diary entry from April 1935, he describes the con-
stant strain.

“There is a certain immunity in our family because 
since 1917 we have been pushed about, imprisoned, 
evicted or exiled,” he writes. “But such a lack of confi-
dence in tomorrow cultivates a couldn’t-care-less at-
titude to your apartment, everyday life and so on. Is it 
worth changing the wallpaper? Is it worth fixing some-
thing if tomorrow they could kick you out?”

Arrested for the fourth and final time in 1941, Golit-
syn died two years later in a Soviet labor camp. He was 
just 39, and left behind a wife and three children.

His story is one of many harrowing tales from the 
large aristocratic families that lost everything one hun-
dred years ago as Nicholas II, Russia’s last tsar, abdicated 
amid a popular uprising, and Lenin’s Bolsheviks seized 
power.

In the new Communist country, the once wealthy 
and powerful elite became a hunted and persecuted mi-
nority. Most emigrated during the Civil War that followed the 
revolution.

“People with grand names, like Count Sheremetyev or 
Prince Golitsyn, who lived in grand homes and palaces, were 
clear and obvious targets,” says historian Douglas Smith, the 
author of Former People, a post-1917 history of Russian aris-
tocrats.

“The fall that they experienced is something that we can’t 
even fathom in the West.”

The Golitsyn clan
For those who remained in Russia, it was risky to talk freely 
about their ancestry. The fear persisted even into the late So-
viet period.

Aside from arrests and executions, former aristocrats could 
be refused documents needed for essential items including 
food. Some were evicted or denied jobs.

Banker Andrei Golitsyn, the grandson of Vladimir Golitsyn, 
says his parents were wary of open discussions. But they gave 
him and his siblings their memoirs to read, and never hid 
their origins or changed their names.

“We knew who we were,” he says.
He now lives with his wife and children in central Moscow, 

less than a kilometer from the still-standing Shuvalov estate 
his family once owned.

They occasionally play beautifully illustrated board games 
drawn and devised by his grandfather in the 1930s. Andrei 
Golitsyn also helps organize a family gathering on Jan. 13th — 
the anniversary of his grandfather’s birth.

The family have never forgotten Vladimir’s arrest. “Until 
his last days my father remembered how they came to take 
his father away,” recalls Andrei Golitsyn.

After graduating from university in the 1950s, An-
drei’s father, Mikhail Golitsyn, lived in Kazakhstan for 
25 years on the advice of a professor who said he would 
struggle to find work in Moscow. He became a geologist 
because the sciences were considered a less dangerous 
profession.

By Howard Amos newsreporter@imedia.ru | Illustration by Olga Khaletskaya

As revolution took hold 100 years ago, Russia’s famous aristocratic families 
saw their lives turned upside down. This is the story of those who survived

The Noble Survivors
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the number of times Vladimir 
Golitsyn was arrested.

years son Mikhail Golitsyn 
spent in self-imposed exile 

in Kazakhstan.

“Who is to blame that the Russian 
people, the peasant and the proletarian, 
proved to be barbarians? Who, if not all 
of us?” — Vladimir Golitsyn

254 “The authorities use the same methods: 
fear, fear, fear. Everything could return 
to what it was like under Soviet 
power.” Nikolai Trubetskoy

“Despite the loss of their wealth and property, of their priv-
ileged legal and social status, and of so many family members 
from imprisonment, exile, and death, the Golitsyns remained 
true aristocrats,” historian Smith says in Former People.

Keep it in the family
Andrei Golitsyn’s wife, Tatyana Golitsyn, is also descended 
from another branch of the Golitsyn family who were torn 
apart by the revolution.

Her relatives fled Russia and she was brought up in the 
United Kingdom. She met Andrei Golitsyn when she traveled 
to Russia in the 1990s as an English teacher.

“My husband’s a Golitsyn and my mother’s Golitsyn as 
well. But there are nine cousins between us of different gen-
erations,” she explains.

“All Russian people look at me like a complete foreigner 
which is a bit hurtful because I do have Russian roots. It’s not 
acknowledged,” she adds.

Tatyana Golitsyn’s grandmother, Irina Golitsyn, left the 
Soviet Union in 1932 after German President Paul Hinden-

burg — who was related to a Golitsyn — wrote to Stalin on 
her behalf.

Irina Golitsyn’s early life was defined by the revolu-
tion and its consequences. In her memoirs, she recalls 
the deep embarrassment she felt in 1917 when she 
could not tell soldiers searching her family’s large 
Petrograd house where to find the kitchen.

“I only knew where the lift was that brought food 
from the kitchens,” she writes.

Two years later, her father was executed. Irina 
was later arrested and deported to the central Russian 

city of Perm, where she met her future husband.
After settling in 1990s Moscow, Tatyana Golitsyn says 

she sought out traces of her grandmother’s family. She 
traveled to their ancestral estate of Stepanovskoe-Volosovo, 
located to the west of the Russian capital.

To her surprise, she found a 96-year old woman living 
in a nearby village who remembered Irina Golitsyn and her 
mother. The woman described how, under the tsars, peasants 
would line the road on their knees when her family arrived at 
the estate for a visit.

Living for the moment
The constant threat of arrest for aristocratic families in the 
early decades of the Soviet Union was demoralizing, but it al-
so bred fatalism and meant they often lived for the moment, 
according to historian Smith.

The diaries of Vladimir Golitsyn from the 1930s are filled 
with — occasionally dark — humor.

In one entry in 1934 he recounts an incident with his 
brother-in-law, Nikolai Sheremetyev, a member of another 
old Russian family, who worked as a violinist at a Moscow 
theater.

“One summer during the interval the musicians ran in-
to a beer shop opposite to freshen up,” Vladimir Golitsyn 
writes. “They had to wait ages for the beer. Nikolai began to 
complain. The waiter, who was bustling between drinkers, 
yelled at him: “What are you shouting for? You’re not Count 
Sheremetyev! You can wait!”

In an entry from July 1941 shortly after the Nazi invasion 
of the Soviet Union, Vladimir Golitsyn makes light of los-
ing his radio: “Yesterday they confiscated the radios. This 
is, of course, better than being shot for listening to foreign 
radio.”

For much of the 1930s, Vladimir Golitsyn and his fam-
ily lived in the town of Dmitrov, north of Moscow, to comply 
with a Soviet order that their accommodation had to be at 
least 100 kilometers from the capital. Their house became a 
social hub for friends and relatives.

“Despite everything, they carried on living,” says Irina 
Chumak, head of the Golitsyn museum in Dmitrov, which 
opened in 2014 in the building the family rented.

Forgive but not forget
Nikolai Trubetskoy, the scion of another noble line, says hun-
dreds of his family members perished in the Soviet Union. 
The first victim was his grandfather’s sister, who died from 
complications from a cold in 1917 Petrograd, when street 
fighting meant a doctor could not get to the house.

His grandfather, Sergei Trubetskoy, was shot in 1937. His 
father, Andrei Trubetskoy, spent six years in a labor camp in 
Kazakhstan.

tion and its consequences. In her memoirs, she recalls 
the deep embarrassment she felt in 1917 when she 
could not tell soldiers searching her family’s large 
Petrograd house where to find the kitchen.



Like his cousin by marriage Andrei Golitsyn, Nikolai Tru-
betskoy has invested time and money in the publication of his 
relatives’ writings. In 2015, he published his father’s memoirs, 
which features an altered Trubetskoy family crest on the cov-
er with barbed wire, representing the camps, and birch trees, 
recalling his time fighting the Nazis as a partisan in World 
War Two.

Andrei Golitsyn has arranged for the publication of several 
of his predecessors’ memoirs, including his grandfather’s in 
2015 and his father’s in 2008.

In a similar act of remembrance, a cousin of Tatyana Golit-
syn, Katya Galitzine, who lives in the United Kingdom, found-
ed a library in a former Golitsyn estate in St. Petersburg.

Nikolai Trubetskoy, whose nickname in school was 
“prince”, is also an amateur videographer and has record-
ed his relatives telling their life stories. He says that despite 
what happened to his family, neither he nor his father are 
motivated by hatred.

“My grandmother also suffered a lot under the Soviet Union 
and when we were young we asked whether she wanted re-
venge,” he says. “And she said something very correct: ‘I forgave 
these people a long time ago, though I have not forgotten’.”

Modern aristocrats
Unlike the relatively numerous Golitsyns, other prominent 
aristocratic families almost ceased to exist under Communist 
rule.

Nikolai Trubetskoy’s father, Andrei Trubetskoy, was the 
only male Trubetskoy to survive despite being one of ten chil-
dren. And after the death of Pavel Sheremetyev during the 
Second World War there was not a single male Sheremetyev 
in the Soviet Union.

While relatives from abroad did much to continue tra-
ditions, many became distant and learned new languages. 
“They became different people and the people who stayed be-
came different people,” says historian Smith.

Andrei Golitsyn says he agrees with his great-grandfather, 
a three-term mayor of Moscow under Russia’s last tsar, who 
believed the revolution happened because of decades of in-
justice. But Andrei prefers not to accuse individuals. “What 
happened, happened,” he says, “it’s difficult to blame people 
while sitting in a warm house in Moscow.”

Life and property rights in modern Russia are more secure 
than during the Soviet Union. Still, Nikolai Trubetskoy, now 
president of mid-sized logistics firm NEK Group, fears ev-
erything could be taken away again. “The authorities use the 
same methods: fear, fear, fear,” he says. “Everything could re-
turn to what it was like under Soviet power.”

Many see it as their duty to put their family on a more sta-
ble footing by producing heirs who will continue the name.

Nikolai Trubetskoy and his three brothers have 7 sons be-
tween them. Andrei and Tatyana Golitsyn have four sons.

“We have to preserve the family and multiply,” says Nikolai 
Trubetskoy.  TMT 
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“All Russian people look at me like 
a complete foreigner” - Tatyana 
Golitsyn, who has Russian aristocratic 
roots but was brought up in the UK

Moscow’s Shuvalov estate, formerly 
owned by the Golitsyns, now houses 
several restaurants.

the Golitsyn family was 
expelled from Moscow.

Nikolai Trubetskoy 
published his father’s 

memoirs.
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After losing influence and appeal, vigilante informants  
are making a comeback in Russian society

The word donos — the act of ratting on 
someone to authorities — is a hallmark 
of Stalin’s Great Terror. In those troubling 

times, a single denunciation from a neighbor, 
colleague or relative was enough to have an in-
nocent person interned in labor camps. Some-
times, worse. Donos was the foundation of soci-
ety — one built on fear and the knowledge that 
anyone could suddenly vanish.

But donos was also a way to get ahead in 
life. It provided a way to deflect attention. 
Over time, as consequences became less se-
vere, the power of donos faded, but it never 
disappeared entirely.

Today, it is making an unexpected come-
back in Russia. But 21st-century informants 
are different. Acting in the name of conser-
vative and fundamentalist laws, some act in 
search of fame, others out of personal convic-
tion. Many combine both.

Yury Zadoya: “Culture begins 
with prohibition”
Yury Zadoya, chairman of the Novosibirsk 
branch of the conservative People’s Cathedral 
movement, is a thin man with a high fore-
head and delicate features. His voice is remi-
niscent of a schoolteacher.

“Culture began with prohibition,” he tells 
a meeting of the local Culture Ministry’s Pub-

lic Council for Culture. “Russian culture has its 
roots in Orthodoxy and six of the 10 Command-
ments are prohibitory in nature, and so culture 
cannot be created without them” he said.

Zadoya began public activism in 2009. In 
quick succession, he made official complaints 
about the logo of a chain of sex shops, pick-
eted ice cream ads featuring the buxom and 
scantily clad TV personality Anna Semenov-
ich, and expressed outrage over ads for the 
Mour Mour adult club.

Then he turned his attention to Pussy Ri-
ot. It was not enough that group members 
Nadia Tolokonnikova and Masha Alekhina 
had already been imprisoned for their 2012 
performance in Moscow’s Cathedral of Christ 
the Savior. After watching recordings of their 
performance, Zadoya realized he was deeply 
offended by their actions, and so filed a law-
suit for moral damages. He lost.

Zadoya complained about anything and 
everything. His was concerned by a Marilyn 
Manson concert, by galleries and exhibitions, 
by shows and operas. He was instrumen-
tal in the banning of the Wagnerian opera 
“Tannhauser” from the Novosibirsk Opera 
and Ballet Theater, as well as the firing of 
that theater’s director.

His work landed people in jail. When 
21-year-old Siberian blogger Maxim Kormel-

itsky reposted photos of people holding signs 
with obscene inscriptions, Zadoya duly in-
formed the local Investigative Committee 
that he had been offended. The blogger was 
given 15 months in prison.

Zadoya has filed so many lawsuits in vari-
ous local courts, it is difficult for journalists 
to keep up with of his exploits.

Timur Isayev: “Persistent guy”
Timur Isayev entered public life in June 
2013, when the State Duma passed its now-
notorious law prohibiting the “promotion 
of non-traditional sexual relations” to mi-
nors. Isayev became prominent as a coor-
dinator for the Head Hunters movement, 
and then as the founder of the organiza-
tion Parents of Russia. Both groups were 
purportedly founded in order to protect 
minors.

Isayev’s first victim was Yury Vlader, a vice 
principal in a St. Petersburg school. Isayev’s 
organization claimed the Vlader had recruit-
ed a schoolteacher on the pages of an LGBT 
website. Isayev led anti-gay activists in a cam-
paign of intimidation. He even descended on 
the teacher at his workplace. Unable to bear 
the pressure, Vlader quit, and Isayev recorded 
the first name on his list of teachers he has 
removed from their posts.

Soon afterward, Parents of Russia con-
vinced officials in Magnitogorsk to fire a fe-
male teacher for reposting quotes in support 
of the LGBT movement. This time, the cam-
paign of harassment lasted three months. 
Isayev went on to lodge complaints against 
a dozen more teachers in different Russian 
cities.

Isyaev’s organization offered rewards of 
5,000 rubles [US$ 90] for information about 
LGBT people working in public schools. He 
told the Novaya Gazeta newspaper that he 
has helped bring about the dismissals of 67 
teachers.

Isayev’s hunt for gays was interrupted only 
by his imprisonment in December 2014. As 
Isayev became prominent, state investiga-
tors recognized him as an embezzler who had 
been on the federal wanted list for nine years. 
Isayev was imprisoned for six months, before 
gaining his freedom through an amnesty in 
August 2015.

Since then, Isayev has returned to the 
hunt. One of the most recent victims on 
Isayev’s list was Maria Shestopalova, a 
21-year-old music teacher from Krasnoyarsk, 
Siberia. After a campaign of harassment, she 
quit her job. Isayev had sent letters to the of-
fices of various authorities calling her an 
“immoral woman” and someone who “spread 

By Alisa Kustikova | Illustrations by Yeugeny Tonkonogy
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pro-LGBT teachers fired after 
vigilante complaints.
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the [prison] terms” - Vyacheslav 
Volodin, Speaker of Russia’s State 
Duma, May 24 2017
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to authorities - is a hallmark of Stalin’s 
Great Terror. 
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the propaganda of pederasty.” One of Isayev’s 
complaints against Shestopalova was her 
piercing: “Schoolteachers cannot have tun-
nels in their ears or piercing on their lips,” 
Isayev declared.

Isayev has framed his fanaticism in terms 
of his religious beliefs.

“I am a Muslim. My path is jihad. I fight 
for the purity of our children’s surroundings,” 
Isayev told Novaya Gazeta. “I am simply a per-
sistent guy in a tubeteika [Uzbek skullcap]. If I 
see sin, danger, and evil for our children, then 
I will go through all the circles of hell to take 
care of the problem.”

Maxim Rumyantsev: 
“Procedural Journalist.”
Journalist Maxim Rumyantsev owes his fame 
to blogger Ruslan Sokolovsky, who was con-
troversially sent to trial for shooting a vid-
eo about catching Pokemon in a church in 
Yekaterinburg, Russia’s third-largest city.

While associated with Sokolovsky’s mis-
fortune, Rumyantsev did not initiate the trial 
himself. “I was credited with initiating the 
trial, but I am sorry that I was not the one 
who sued him first.”

Rumyantsev hosts a TV show on local net-
works called The Rumyantsev Case, which 
encourages viewers to lodge complaints 
about everyone and anyone. He calls his ap-
proach “procedural journalism.” According 
to the description of the program on the TV 
channel’s site, the journalist acts on any in-
formation he receives by “submitting re-
quests and statements to authorities and 
agencies.”

While Sokolovsky was Rumyantsev’s most 
famous victim, he is certainly not his most 
exotic catch. That award belongs to Voodoo 
master Anton Simakov, who found himself 
subject to criminal proceedings following Ru-
myantsev’s procedural efforts. Basing a com-
plaint on Article 148 of the Criminal Code ( 
“insulting the religious feelings of believers”), 
the journalist said he had been insulted when 
Simakov slaughtered a rooster on a shroud 
with a wooden crucifix. During the inves-
tigation of the criminal case, Simakov was 
kept in hospital for compulsory psychological 
treatment.

Several NGOs in the Siberian city of Che-
lyabinsk also fell victim to Rumyantsev’s ef-
forts. Nadezhda Kutepova, whose “Planet 
of Hope” human rights NGO was listed as a 
foreign agent following a complaint from 
Rumyantsev, recalls how he pursued her 
throughout the city while filming his latest 
documentary “exposé.”

“He declared me an enemy of Russia in his 
film,” says the activist. “Some of the people 
who viewed the program even demanded 
that I be executed on the electric chair.”

In July 2016, Kutepova gathered her chil-
dren and fled to France. “Rumyantsev tram-
pled everything I stood for, destroyed my 
organization, and caused my children to suf-
fer,” she says.

Rumyantsev, on the other hand, says he 
“cannot remain indifferent to legal violations.”

“True believers cannot be bribed or in-
timidated,” he says. “The only way to silence 
them is by killing them — and if that hap-
pens to me, it will be the greatest victory of 
my life.”

Dmitry Zakharov: “Socially 
responsible patriot”
Moscow city councilor Dmitry Zakharov be-
gan his patriotic campaign by identifying 
outlets selling alcohol illegally. In 2012, he 
became a co-founder of “Carriage 17,” which 
describes itself as “an innovative totalitarian 
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“What do we need to do? Write a sign 
saying ‘We’re not Russophobes?’” — 
deputy director for Library of Ukrainian 
Literature, Vitaly Krikunenko
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UN human rights experts have 
criticised Russia’s the application of its 
counter-extremism laws.

sect” fighting against “vile enemies of this 
Great Country.”

What this meant in practice were flash-
mob “demonstrations” held ostensibly in sup-
port of sobriety, as well as disrupting any ac-
tivities of those opposed to the ruling regime. 
Zakharov also made regular complaints to 
Roskomnadzor, the federal communications 
watchdog. He protested against alleged ho-
mosexual propaganda on the Interns TV se-
ries. He raised concerns about photographers 
Alexander Vasyukovich and Sergei Loiko over 
their work documenting Ukrainian casualties 
during the war in eastern Ukraine.

Zakharov was also the driving force behind 
a campaign against the Ukrainian Literature 
Library in Moscow and its director, Natalia 
Sharina. It was Zakharov’s complaint to Rus-
sia’s Investigative Committee about a banned 
“extremist” book that shuttered the library. 
Sharina herself now faces a criminal case and 
charges of extremism and misuse of funds.

“As a socially responsible patriot, I am go-
ing after the [...] Ukrainian threat,” Zakharov 
says. “For a Russian patriot, it isn’t about rat-
ting, but about observing the law.”

Within the law
Herein lies the rub: However aggressive the 
actions of Russia’s patriotic informers, they 
usually fall within the boundaries of the le-
gally permissible.

According to Daria Sukhikh, a lawyer act-
ing for Team 29, an association of lawyers 
and journalists, any victim can in theory file 
a claim against the offender “in defense of 
honor, dignity, and business reputation.” If 
the court concludes that the denunciation 
was groundless and dictated by bad inten-
tions, it can, again theoretically, make a rul-
ing in favor of the victim.

But the opacity of many laws and articles 
of the Criminal Code are such that it is ex-
ceptionally difficult for someone falling vic-
tim to moral vigilantes to defend their dig-
nity. How, for example, can someone respond 
to charges of offending the feelings of a be-
liever if there is no clear definition of exactly 

what that means? Even if investigators do 
not find any concrete evidence of a crime, a 
case can be made that the informer is still of-
fended.

Government and law enforcement offi-
cials rarely fail to act on vigilante denuncia-
tions, however ludicrous they might appear. 
The motivation for officials in these cases is 
understandable, says Yan Rachinsky, mem-
ber of the board of the Memorial founda-
tion: they do not want trouble and they are 

afraid that if they do not react they will get 
sacked.

At this trajectory, fear will likely remain 
a driving force within Russian bureaucra-
cy. The country will remain a paradise for 
slanderists, careerists, and off-kilter moral-
ity champions, posised to make a name for 
themselves.  TMT 

This story was adapted from an article f irst pub-
lished in Novaya Gazeta
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The estimated size of the 
Indian community in Russia.

of Russians view India positively, 
with 9% having a negative view, 

according to a 2014 BBC poll.

With a vast regional diversity in culture, 
climate and soil type, India has a rich and 
varied cuisine that is renowned for its 
spiciness.

45%14,000 English Moscow Comedy is a group of 
comics from various countries dedicated 
to establishing a thriving English-
language comedy scene in the city.

The word’s worTh

Time to Get Out 
Of Here

I just heard the saddest thing. I was bemoaning the fact 
that for the first time in my life at the end of May I 
haven’t gotten out my summer wardrobe, put away my 

wool coats, or changed my car tires back to summer tread, 
when someone said: “Зачем менять-то? Осень начинает-
ся через три месяца!” (Why change them? Autumn begins 
in three months.)

Just let that sink in.
And once it has, you’ll want to book the fastest plane 

south for a bit of sun. To help you do that, here’s a travel 
primer. 

First, book your transportation. Say boldly: Я хочу забро-
нировать авиабилет на курорт в Турции. (“I want to book 
a plane ticket to a resort in Turkey”). Clarify: Туда и обрат-
но. (“Round trip”). Think again: Или только туда. (“Or just 
one way”). To make life easy, book путёвка (a package tour). 
If you are desperate, poor or both, look for горящие туры 
(last-minute travel offers, literally “hot tours”). These are 
package tours that travel agencies have already paid for but 
haven’t sold, and they go for a song at the last minute. 

Once you have your ticket, you need to shop. If you want 
to lie in the sun, the verb you need to remember is заго-
рать (to tan), and buy лосьон для загара (tanning lotion). 
If you are fair-skinned, the verb you need to remember is 
сгорать (to burn), and you should buy jumbo-sized солн-
цезащитный крем (sunscreen). It’s not hard to choose, 
since Russian labels use “SPF” and numbers like elsewhere 
in the world. But you might ask the salesperson for крем 
с самой высокой степенью защиты (sunscreen with the 
highest level of protection) or, say, водостойкий (water-
proof) if you plan to be hopping in and out of the water.

Then make a list of what to bring: солнцезащитные 
or тёмные очки (sunglasses); майки (T-shirts); шорты 
(shorts); нижнее бельё (underwear); плавки (swimming 
trunks for men); купальники (bathing suits for women); 
and of course — вьетнамки, which are not, as they sound, 
Vietnamese women, but that beach essential — flip flops.  
Or bring a бикини, which is just what it sounds like (bi-
kini). And stock up on another beach necessity: пляжное 
чтиво (beach books).

Next up: time to pack. The old way of talking about this 
used the verb собирать (to gather together) and noun сбо-
ры, usually used in the phrase сборы в дорогу (packing, 
getting things together for the trip). You can ask for help: 
Помоги мне, пожалуйста, собрать чемодан (“Could you 
please help me pack my suitcase?”). The answer might use 
the native Russian verb or the borrowed упаковать (to 
pack). Сам упакуй свой чемодан. (Pack your own suitcase.) 

Before you go, make sure you have key items in your 
carry on (ручная кладь): деньги, билеты, документы, 
зарядные устройства (money, tickets, documents and 
chargers). Finally: убрать квартиру (clean your apart-
ment); вынести мусор (take out the trash); закрыть окна 
и задёрнуть шторы (close the windows and curtains); and 
отключить воду и электроприборы (turn off the water 
and unplug appliances). What’s left? Присесть на дорож-
ку (sit for a moment before your trip) and you’re an offi-
cial отдыхающий (vacationer). When you neighbor says: 
Приятного вам отдыха! (“Have a good vacation!”), you say: 
Счастливо оставаться! (“Have a good time at home!”)

Поехала! (“I’m out of here!”)  TMT 

Путёвка: package tour

By Michele A. Berdy
Moscow-based translator and 
interpreter, author of  
“The Russian Word’s Worth” (Glas),  
a collection of her columns.
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Much of Arun 
Khurana’s 
comedy 
material is 
inspired by 
family issues.

Indian Russian or Russian Indian? Aspiring comedian  
Arun khurana feels a little foreign wherever he goes

Funny Feeling

Born in Minsk, Belarus to entrepreneurial Indian parents, 
Arun khurana has lived in Moscow since the age of one. he 
has an MBA in finance and Banking, but dreams of pursu-

ing a career as a comedian. for the last two and a half years he 
has been doing stand-up comedy as a member of the English 
Moscow Comedy collective, which holds regular events at ven-
ues around the city.

I live on the outskirts of Moscow, past the MKAd ring 
road. We have a three-story townhouse there, it’s like subur-
bia really. We live in a gated community, so the level of secu-
rity is very high. Another bonus is that a lot of Indian families 
also live in this neighborhood, there are about 11 or 12 Indian 
families in our community, so there’s always that sense of be-
ing in a Little India in Moscow. It’s very comforting.

when I go to India I’m a foreigner, and over here I’m a for-
eigner, so I guess I could say that I don’t belong to either 
place. But, in another sense, my parents are Indians, they 
gave me the culture and values of India, and I speak Hindi flu-
ently. In that way, I feel I can adapt, and I have adapted, so I 
could live either there or here, but never fully anywhere.

The type of family atmosphere they have in India is some-
thing I’ve never seen anywhere in the world. Your family 
is very involved in what you do, and obviously they want you 
to succeed, they want you to have a good life. In India you of-
ten find that children live with their parents to the age of 25, 
28, 30 even – until they get married, or maybe even after that. 
You don’t get that in Moscow.

I’ve been to a lot of great cities around europe and North 
America, and in Asia, and I’d still say that Moscow is my fa-
vorite city in the world. That being said, I don’t know what 
the future holds for me, if there is a good opportunity else-
where I’d be a fool not to take it, but I’d like to stay in Moscow. 
I understand the culture, the people; I speak the language.

I often perform at Jim ‘N’ Jacks, which is an expat bar run 
by a syrian guy. It has English-speaking staff and great mu-
sic. It’s a small place with a cosy family atmosphere – you 
know everyone and everyone knows you. It’s a home away 
from home, especially for foreigners who come here and don’t 
really have any family.
Jim ‘n’ Jacks, 38 Myasnitskaya, Bldg. 1, Metro sretensky Bulvar

obviously my mom is the best cook for me. Whenever she’s 
in town she always cooks great Indian food, and so I may be a 
bit spoiled, but restaurant food is obviously never up to that 
quality. That being said, I think the best restaurant in Mos-
cow is definitely Darbars in Hotel Sputnik on Leninsky Pros-
pekt. It’s on the 16th floor and they have a great view – you 
can see half of Moscow from there. The owner’s eldest son is 
one of my really good friends, and every time I go there I al-
ways leave with a full stomach and a satisfied grin on my face. 
Darbars, 38 leninsky Prospekt, Metro leninsky Prospekt

My comedic style is telling stories and anecdotes of what 
happens to me in daily life, or in my past. I frequently joke 
about my family, and about being an Indian in Moscow. Mos-
cow is a great source for comedy, since so many crazy things 
happen here on a daily basis. 

Audiences come to comedy shows to laugh, but with my 
material, particularly about Indian culture and fam-
ily lives, they also get to learn a bit about a different cul-
ture. They also get a kick out of how long I’ve lived in Russia, 
and through my comedy, they get to see their own country 
through the eyes of a foreigner. This gives them a unique per-
spective into life in Russia.

A girl once asked me to marry her after I joked that I 
would never be able to choose my own wife. I mimicked di-
aling my mom so this girl could speak to her. The crowd loved 
it. I didn’t get her number, but I hope my mom did.  TMT 

By Alastair Gill a.gill@imedia.ru

My Moscow
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Before you go to the new exhibition called 
“The Game” at the Anatoly Zverev Muse-
um, there are few things you should know.

First, this small museum is dedicated to 
the artist Anatoly Zverev (1931-1986), one of 
the finest non-official Soviet artists of the 
post-war period. But the museum doesn’t 
have a permanent exhibition on display, and 
this week the museum won’t look anything 
like it looked a month ago. Several times a 
year the curators develop the concept for 
a new show and change absolutely every-
thing about the space of the museum, from 
the shape of walls to the lighting, adding 
specially made films, music, installations and 
other audio-visual material to create the ap-
propriate context for the works on display.

Second, it’s probably best if you stop 
thinking of it as a museum in the traditional 
sense of the word — a place where you go to 
look at art. Think of it as a theater. You get 
a ticket, take off your coat, and become part 
of the audience for a show that will play out 
while you sit on benches or stroll about the 
space.

Third, leave your seriousness at the door. 
This show is meant to be fun. It celebrates 
Anatoly Zverev and his circle of artists, who, 
despite the extraordinary difficulties of their 
lives, had a great time with their art, and 
in the long, happy, alcohol-fueled games of 
cards that they played together. After all, the 
show is called Игра (“The Game”), which in 
Russian also means “play.”

In the words of curator Polina Lobachyovs-
kaya, who spent countless days and eve-
nings with the artists, the show is designed 
to “change the angle of your perception of 

them.” And part of that shift is to appreci-
ate the play of art. “Life for them was a game 
— cards, checkers, mythological drinking 
bouts… It was a tremendous amount of fun. 
And all their works of art were created in this 
atmosphere,” she said.

Friends united by art and cards
Works by Anatoly Zverev are displayed in this 
exhibition along with pieces by two of his 
contemporaries: Dmitry Krasnopevtsev (1925-
1995) and Vladimir Nemukhin (1925-2016). All 
three were part of a loose movement of non-
conformist artists who were diverse stylisti-
cally and philosophically but united by their 
rejection of Socialist Realism, the officially 
prescribed style of Soviet art.

Anatoly Zverev, sometimes called the 
Soviet Union’s “first expressionist,” was a 
phenomenally prolific artist who, despite 
his extreme poverty (he often had no place 
to live) produced thousands of drawings and 
paintings — still lifes and portraits, most 
famously of women, but also of colleagues, 
friends and acquaintances. He loved to play 
cards, football and several Russian versions of 
checkers.

His friend Vladimir Nemukhin is best 
known for his exploration of card games on 
canvas. According to legend, Nemukhin once 

found a playing card on the floor of a tram 
and decided that it was a sign of his destiny. 
His canvases — expressionistic, incorporating 
collage, with nods to the early Russian avant-
garde — are filled with numbered cards and 
images of jacks, kings, queens and jokers.

Dmitry Krasnopevtsev (1925-1995) was the 
least sociable of the group. He lived in a world 
of broken bits of ancient pottery, shells, scrolls 
and bones that he collected on expeditions 
far from Moscow. His “metaphysical still 
lifes” are symbolic and surrealistic, and it is 
sometimes hard to decide if they are whimsi-
cal or grim.

The fourth artist exhibited is part of the 
group not by personal history, but by “birth-
right.” Platon Infante-Arana is the son of 
another non-conformist artist, Francisco 
Infante-Arana (b. 1943), who created some 
of the first installations and kinetic arts in 
the late Soviet period. The younger Infante-
Arana creates art pieces in which the physical 
dimension meets the virtual world. This 
playfulness, the curators say, takes the works 
of the original players to a new level in a new 
century.

The Game
In this artistic game, artists play with time — 
from the ancient world to the future — reality 

and virtuality, tradition and innovation, and 
each other. The show begins in the ancient 
world. On the first floor are nine paintings 
by Krasnopevtsev — odd bits of artifacts and 
otherworldly landscapes — line the walls of 
the room, while a multimedia work by Infan-
te-Arana plays at one end of the hall. Called 
“The Iliad,” it consists of a bas-relief sculpted 
head fixed to what appears to be the wall. But 
as the words of Homer’s “Iliad” fill the air, 
virtual images on the wall seem to interact 
with the bas-relief head, playing with it, at-
tacking it, destroying it and rebuilding it.

On the second floor the Game continues 
with Nemukhin’s canvases of cards, jacks and 
jokers that have come to life — or become still 
lifes — where the 20th-century avant-garde 
tradition plays with images and objects from 
the real world. Join the Game by sitting on a 
bench as card games are projected over you.

On the top floor, the Game is more com-
plicated, and you might want to take a seat 
and follow the lighting cues. First you’ll see a 
short film with dozens of Zverev’s drawings, 
a chess board and other images. When the 
screen goes dark, turn to look at his illumi-
nated still lifes, in which he plays with the 
symbols and images of the early avant-garde; 
and finally when they go dark, spin around 
to be mesmerized by Infante-Arana’s real life 
and virtual installations.

And remember to have fun.  TMT 

“The Game” runs through October 15.
Anatoly Zverev Museum
museum-az.com/
20-22 2-ya Tverskaya-Yamskaya Ulitsa
Metro Mayakovskaya

Works by 
both Anatoly 
Zverev (l)
and Vladimir 
Nemukhin (r) 
are on show, 
alongside 
contemporary  
multimedia 
pieces by 
Platon 
Infante-Arana 
(c). 
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Zverev’s Game: 
The Art of Breaking Rules

By Michele A. Berdy artsreporter@imedia.ru

A new show at the Anatoly Zverev Museum pits four artists across time and genres

L-R: Zverev, 
Nemukhin, 
Krasno-
pevtsev, 
Infante-
Arana.
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Leninsky Prospekt:  
A Historical Academic 
Cluster and Medical Hub
Science is the lifeblood of this great avenue 
of research institutes and college buildings

By Daria Demidova artsreporter@imedia.ru | Illustration by Liza Lunz
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1) Oktyabrskaya metro station
War memorials tend to be gravely solemn 
and aloof, but the Oktyabrskaya metro sta-
tion is an exception. Known as Kaluzhskaya 
until 1961, the station functions as  a trans-
port hub connecting the Circle Line and Line 
6 (the Orange Line). It is also a temple cel-
ebrating the end of WWII: The walls of the 
central aisle are decorated with bas-relief im-
ages of triumphant warriors and symbols of 
military glory. The name Kaluzhskaya was 
later given to a station several stops away.

5) Church of Saint Prince Dimitry  
8 Leninsksky Prospekt, Bldg. 12
The most iconic part of the hospital complex 
is the majestic Church of Saint Prince Dimi-
try, Prince Golitsyn’s namesake: A massive 
dome topped by a pinnacle spreads over the 
hall, its entrance decorated with a Tuscan 
portico. Aside from serving as a chapel for 
hospital patients, the site was the burial place 
for founder Dmitry Golitsyn and his brother. 
The church was devastated and closed after 
the revolution and reopened only in 1990.

4) 1st City Hospital  
8 Leninsky Prospekt 
The oldest part of this complex, which first 
appeared over 200 years ago, is a majestic en-
semble in the Empire style, the former Prince 
Dmitry Golitsyn Hospital. Opened in 1802 
with 50 beds, it was equipped with a 24-hour 
emergency ward, a service never provided 
before in Russia; in its first four years staff 
performed nearly 700 surgeries. In the 1900s, 
the institution merged with the Shcherbatov 
municipal hospital and a typhoid clinic. 

A total of 12.9 
kilometers long, 

Leninsky Prospekt 
is one of Moscow’s 
longest streets and 
after Leningradsky 

Prospekt is the 
second-widest.

Kaluzhskaya 
Ploshchad is often 

referred to as 
the “frying pan.” 
The nickname 

originates from 
its perfectly round 

shape.

6) House of Members of the Academy of 
Sciences  
13 Leninsky Prospekt 
This science campus was erected on Lenin-
sky Prospekt after the Academy of Sciences 
relocated from St. Petersburg to Moscow in 
1934: the academy needed premises for re-
search centers and apartments for its mem-
bers. The 12-story block gave the academy 145 
apartments and some of the USSR’s brightest 
minds were among its residents, including 
physicists, geologists and mathematicians.

2) Lenin monument 
Kaluzhskaya Ploshchad 
Countless bronze Lenins are scattered across 
the former Soviet Union, but the one on Kalu-
zhskaya Ploshchad has good reason to stand 
where he does. In 1918, the revolutionary was 
injured here in an assassination attempt as 
he attended a public meeting. Erected in 1985, 
it is one of the last monuments to Lenin, and 
like all his sculptural portraits, it is hard-sell 
propaganda: He stands on a pedestal, leading 
workers and soldiers toward a bright future.

3) Moscow Mining Institute  
6 Leninsky Prospekt
Real miners have never been as athletic as 
their stone counterparts placed on the piers 
of the Moscow Mining Institute’s façade, but 
who cares? Astonishingly, this distinctly Sovi-
et building is a heavily reconstructed Classi-
cist manor house built in 1801 – 1802. In 1843, 
a college for girls moved in and used it for 
classrooms, and in 1919 the Mining Academy 
opened here (today, it is a branch of the Mos-
cow University of Steel and Alloys).
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A new restaurant near Novokuznetskaya offers adventures in Indian cuisine

BarDelhi: How to Spice Up Dinner

Mitya Borisov, the restaurateur famous 
for the wine bar chain Jean-Jacques and 
the pub chain John Donne, is diversi-

fying. Just a couple of months ago, he opened 
Proliv, an arty cafe targeting Moscow’s intelli-
gentsia. Now he has unveiled BarDelhi, which, 
judging by the crowd, aims for a different audi-
ence: young, hip and rather well-off Muscovites 
interested in good cocktails and exotic food.

BarDelhi is a collaboration between the 
team behind the cult Indian vegetarian restau-
rant Moscow-Delhi, Roman Milostivy, who-
se cocktail bar Chainaya is on the list of the 
world’s best bars, and Vladimir Basov, supplier 
of organic and biodynamic wines.

BarDelhi takes up two floors and the roof 
of a building previously occupied by one of 
Borisov’s John Donne pubs. The first floor is the 
bar, the second is the main dining room with 
the tandoor and the roof is the patio.

The press promised a truly unique experi-
ence — and that is exactly what I got. It began 
with the seating arrangements: The staff initi-
ally offered a seat next to the tandoor, but the 
heat coming off this traditional Indian oven was 
so strong that I was sweating in no time and 
asked to move to a second-floor table.

The menu offers one vegetarian (1,200 
rubles/$21) and two non-vegetarian sets (1,500 
rubles) with either chicken or lamb. After lengt-
hy explanations I settled on a lamb set. First 
came the appetizers, which included sautéed 
lamb brain, churumuri — a rice and vegetable 
appetizer — and, surprisingly, home-made fries.

The waitress recommended the gin and 
tonic with homemade tonic water – blended 
with anise, cardamom, pepper, lemongrass and 
citrus fruits. Unfortunately, the tonic’s taste 
was so overwhelming that it was only drinkable 
when the ice had melted and diluted it.

Masala tea seemed unusually cheap at 100 
rubles, but when it was served, this became 
clear — it was more of a “shot” of masala rather 
than a cup, and can be downed in a single gulp. 
There is also masala coffee for 150 rubles a shot.

There was ample time to sip on drinks, as 
more than an hour passed between the appeti-
zers and the arrival of the main dish — a time in 
which my chair managed to collapse under me, 
leaving me on my back in the wreckage.

Swiftly bringing two new chairs and stacking 
one on top of the other, the staff apologized 
profusely, with the bizarre explanation that 
these chairs can only be used two at a time. It 
was only then that I took a glance around the 
restaurant and noticed that most of the other 
diners were sitting on double-stacked chairs.

The food at BarDelhi is good but the por-
tions are small — don’t try to share a set bet-
ween two people. The main dish of the set 

included a (very spicy) lamb rib in chili sauce, 
a lamb kebab, basmati rice, naan bread and 
yogurt-based raita sauce.

While the staff speaks English, Russian, 
French and supposedly many other languages, 
it’s still hard to get things across. When you 
order one tea and you get two teas and a cof-
fee — all of which then appear on your check — 
it’s clear that the service is a little on the ama-
teurish side. When I pointed out the mistake, 
the staff just deducted random items from the 
check and I ended up paying 500 rubles less.

I spent over two hours at BarDelhi, when 
the plan was to stop by for an hour at most. It’s 
not a place for a quick dinner or a date, but a 
venue for a casual celebration with friends.  TMT 

+7 (968) 665 5114
facebook.com/bardelhi
56 Pyatnitskaya Ulitsa, Bldg. 1
Metro Novokuznetskaya, Dobryninskaya

Vintage Music Museum
Record of the times
This museum at the VDNKh complex displays 
more than 300 gramophones, phonographs, 
jukeboxes, radios and vinyl records. The five 
rooms track the development of music equip-
ment from the end of the 19th century to the 
1980s. You can see the largest and the smal-
lest records, Thomas Edison’s first phonograph 
and an antique gramophone that belonged to a 
lady-in-waiting at Nicholas II’s imperial court. 
+7 (495) 544 3400
vdnh.ru
119 Prospekt Mira, Bldg. 84A
Metro VDNKh

Meatless
New location for grill chain
Meatless has opened a third branch close 
to Paveletskaya station. All the meat comes 
from the Voronezh region and all food is coo-
ked on the grill, even the cheesecake (370 
rubles/$6.50). Try the veal ribs with Jack 
Daniel’s sauce, which the restaurateurs make 
themselves (1,540 rubles). The new seafood 
menu features grilled scallops (1,645 rubles) and 
Kamchatka crab (3,980 rubles for two).
 +7 (495) 730 1013
ch1ef.ru
2 Zatsepsky Val, Bldg.3
Metro Paveletskaya

H&M flagship store
Sweden comes to Tverskaya
H&M’s new flagship store will open its doors on 
Tverskaya Ulitsa on May 27 at noon. Located in 
the building that used to house the Galereya 
Aktera mall, the store will take up three floors 
and about 5,000 square meters. All the pro-
duct lines will be represented: women’s, men’s 
and children’s clothing, shoes, makeup and 
underwear. The Basic, Divided and Studio labels 
are all here, as well as the recycled Conscious 
brand, H&M Sport clothing and the company’s 
H&M Home interior design range.
Ulitsa Tverskaya, Bldg. 1
Metro Tverskaya, Pushkinskaya

Eataly
Dine and shop al’Italia
Eataly, an Italian supermarket with restaurants 
that was supposed to launch in Moscow seve-
ral years ago, is finally opening at the the Kievs-
ky mall on May 25. More than 60 percent of 
the food will come from Italy - the rest is local. 
Some of the cheeses will be Swiss, some will be 
made at a dairy factory at Eataly. Apart from 
cheese, Eataly will produce its own pasta, bread 
and beer. There will be two cafes and restau-
rants specializin in meat, fish and pizza/pasta.
eataly.ru
2 Kievskaya
Metro Kievskaya
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By Andrei Muchnik a.muchnik@imedia.ru

BarDelhi is 
the perfect 
place for a 
drawn-out
evening meal.

NEWS & OPENINGS

See www.themoscowtimes.com 
for more listings.

The Moscow Times
No. 5805

13



Out & About  25.05—31.0514

July 22   Lastochka ↓
Indie-pop at Luzhniki
Lastochka (“Swallow”) will be held at the 
Luzhniki sports complex for the second time. 
Organized by the same team that held the 
“Subbotnik” festival in Gorky Park a couple 
years ago, Lastochka is putting on some big 
names. Ellie Goulding, known for her con-
tributions to the “Fifty Shades of Grey” and 
“Hunger Games” soundtracks, will head-
line the festival alongside Years & Years, an 
electro-pop sensation from the UK. Also on 
the bill is singer-songwriter Ivan Dorn from 
Ukraine, whose music ranges from house to 
hip-hop and from mainstream pop to jazz. 
Dorn has just recorded an English-language 
album in California and will present it at Las-
tochka. The rest of the line-up looks like this: 
French band Her (often compared to The xx 
and Rhye), Alexandra Savior, who hails from 
Portland, Oregon but is produced by UK mu-
sician Alex Turner of Arctic Monkeys fame, as 
well as ALMA, a rising pop star from Finland.
lastochkafest.ru 
Luzhniki Stadium
24 Ulitsa Luzhniki 
Metro Sportivnaya, Luzhniki

July 8   Bol ↓
As alternative as it gets
Probably Moscow’s only alternative music 
festival now that Outline is gone, for the 
second year in a row Bol (Pain) will be held at 
Pravda, a former printing house. It might be 
headlined by Danish post-punk band Iceage 
and British electro-pop band The KVB, but 
Bol will showcase up-and-coming Russian-
language bands like rapper Husky, LSP, a 
hip-hop artist from Belarus, indie-pop queen 
Naadya and her new band, post-punk band 
Pasosh and garage rock band Sonic Death.  
vk.com/bolbfest
TsGK “PRAVDA”
19 Bumazhny Proyezd, Bldg. 5
Metro Belorusskaya, Savyolovskaya

Summer Music in 
Moscow: 7 Great 
Festivals Not to 
Miss This Season 

July 1   Usadba Jazz ↓
Jazz in the park
Moscow’s favorite summer jazz event will 
take place at the Arkhangelskoye estate once 
again this year, focusing on jazz and world 
music in green and luxuriant surroundings. 
Festival-goers will be able to see Grammy 
Award winner Bootsy Collins, who has 
previously collaborated with James Brown, 
George Clinton, Fatboy Slim and Snoop Dogg, 
and has been a member of the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame since 1997. Other headliners 
include Georgian singer Nino Katamadze 
with her band Insight and Israeli soul 
musician Ester Rada.
usadba-jazz.ru
Arkhangelskoye, Moscow region
Buses from Metro Strogino, Tushinskaya

June 24-25   Bosco Fresh Fest 
Two days of music next to a palace
Bosco Fresh Fest has made a tradition of 
moving to a new venue every year. This time 
around it will hold court at Tsaritsyno Park 
amid the Neo-Gothic splendor of architect 
Bazhenov’s reconstructed masterpiece. It’s 
a two-day affair and the headliner is Brit-
ish singer John Newman. Best known for his 
hits “Love Me Again” and “Cheating,” New-
man already has two albums under his belt. 
Other confirmed musicians include Austrian 
electro-swing pioneer Parov Stelar, as well as 
Russian rock-n-roll veterans Bravo and alter-
native hip-hop act Antoha MC. Once again 
Bosco has announced a night program called 
“Bosco Fresh Night,” the line-up for which 
will be announced later.
boscofreshfest17.com 
Tsaritsyno Park
1 Dolskaya Ulitsa
Metro Tsaritsyno

July 29   Afisha Picnic →
The oldest festival in town marches on
Afisha Picnic, the pioneer of Moscow’s 
festival movement, will take place at its 
traditional spot in Kolomenskoye Park. This 
year’s headliners are UK rockers Kasabian 
with their new album “For Crying Out Loud” 
(released this May) and Griby, the Ukrainian 
hip-hop and electro-pop band whose hit 
“Tayet Lyod” broke all records on Russian 
YouTube. Math-rock band Foals, UK rockers 
Everything Everything and Russian bands 
Glintshake, Kito Jempere and Husky are also 
confirmed. 
picnic.afisha.ru
Kolomenskoye Park
39 Prospekt Andropova 
Metro Kolomenskaya

July 5   Park Live ↑
Moshpit mayhem at a soccer stadium
It’s three years since Park Live moved from its 
original park location to the Otkrytie Arena, 
and this year the rock festival will take over 
a new stadium – the 30,000-capacity CSKA 
Arena. The headliner needs no introduction 
– System of a Down, the Armenian-American 
metal band from California. The rest of the 
line-up looks pretty heavy as well: Canadian 
rockers Three Days Grace, Scottish alternative 
rock band Twin Atlantic and Moscow punks 
LOUNA. Get out your leather jacket and get 
ready for some slam-dancing. 
park.live 
CSKA Arena
2A 3-ya Peschanaya Ulitsa 
Metro Oktyabrskoye Pole, Aeroport

June 24   Ahmad Tea Music Festival ↓ 
British music on the embankment
This festival seems to have found a perma-
nent home on the embankment by Muzeon 
Park, where it will be held for the fourth 
time this year. Headlining is UK indie leg-
end Richard Ashcroft, ex-frontman of The 
Verve, who wrote the words to “Bitter Sweet 
Symphony,” one of the world’s most recog-
nizable rock songs. Now a successful solo 
artist, Ashcroft will perform songs from his 
latest album “These People,” released in 2016. 
Welsh indie/new-wave band Catfish and the 
Bottlemen, who won a Brit Award as “best 
new band” last year, will also perform.
ahmadteafest.ru
Muzeon Park
2 Krymsky Val
Metro Oktyabrskaya, Park Kultury a

Fresh air, warm weather and music – summer 
and festivals have always gone hand-in-hand. 
In the f irst of our two-part guide to festivals 
this summer in Russia, we round up the top 
open-air music events in Moscow. 

Held in 
Tsaritsyno 
Park this year, 
the two-day 
Bosco Fresh 
Fest will 
feature John 
Newman and 
Parov Stelar.
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The opening movie is one of the sensa-
tions of last year’s Sundance film festival 
— the hedonistic yet melancholic “All These 
Sleepless Nights,” which earned director 
Mikael Marczak a World Cinema Directing 
Award award at the U.S. festival in the Docu-

Moscow’s annual Beat Film Festival is 
something of an eclectic beast, encompass-
ing documentaries on a variety of topics 
from musicians’ biographies and unlikely 
rave chronicles, to architecture and the 
urban environment. But music remains at 
the heart of the program, which Russian 
critics have rated highly for its focus on 
telling the stories of contemporary elec-
tronic artists.

Nastya Gulenkova, communications 
manager of the Beat Film Festival, hails the 
caliber of the films at this year’s event. The 
festival, which runs from May 25 to June 4, 
includes a landmark biography of the last 
years of musical shape-shifter David Bowie, 
a political “film installation” starring Cate 
Blanchett and what Gulenkova describes 
as an “astonishing film” about the Arabian 
aristocracy in Qatar.

Each year Beat presents new movies 
about contemporary culture, with organiz-
ers generally selecting films that have been 
released within the past two years and 
have never been screened in Russia before. 
This year the team have made a few excep-
tions, though — “Bird on a Wire,” a film 
about Leonard Cohen, was shot in 2010, and 
“Hype,” a grunge-era documentary, dates 
back to early 1996. All films, except for the 
national competition program (in Russian) 
and “The Challenge,” are screened in English 
with Russian subtitles, with some to be 
shown more than once.
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Rebel, Rebel, Rebel: Bowie, Cohen and Iggy Pop Take Center Stage at Beat Film Festival
by Dmitry vasin artsreporter@imedia.ru

mentary category. In a spellbinding man-
ner characteristic of Terrence Malick, the 
film follows the present-day generation of 
20-somethings in their constant movement 
between dusk and dawn, club and apart-
ment, boredom and agony.

Occupying a place somewhere between 
feature and documentary, the film stars 
Marczak’s friends, who play themselves 
as they seek adventure amid the vibrant 
nightlife of the Polish capital. The plot 
revolves around two young roommates 
from Warsaw, for whom life is just a reck-
less game until one falls in love with the 
other’s ex-girlfriend, sending one of them 
into a spiral of one-night-stands and drug 
abuse. The film will be introduced by Mar-
czak himself.

On May 26 the director will explore the 
topic in more depth during a discussion in 
English at Strelka (registration in advance): 
Marczak will talk about working with the hy-
brid genre of documentary and feature film, 
and why he enlisted his friends for a movie 
with a script just eight pages long.

From mainstream to 
underground
Contemporary art is represented at the 
festival by “The Challenge,” a film about 
the exotic lifestyles of Qatar’s rich kids, 

The Russian premiere of ‘David Bowie: The Last Five Years’ will close the festival. The 
documentary focuses on the making of the albums ‘The Next Day’ and ‘Black Star.’

What’s On  25.05—31.0516

25.05
Garage Museum of 
Contemporary Art
Jack Garratt 
This popular up-
and-coming British 
indie-pop singer and 
songwriter kicks off 
the new season of 
Mosaic concerts in 
the atrium at Garage.
+7 (495) 645 0520
garagemca.org/en
9/32 Ulitsa Krymsky val 
m. Oktyabrskaya

27.05
Gorky Park
Polytech Fest 
Science-related art 
exhibits, theater, 
presentations and 
experiments. Visitors 
will be invited to take 
part in experiments 
around the park. A 
good option for kids.
+7 (495) 995 0020
polytech.timepad.ru/
event/470745/
9 Ulitsa Krymsky val 
m. Oktyabrskaya

28.05
Izmailovsky Park
Brazilian Carnival 
For a family day 
out, join a real 
carnival procession 
and enjoy dancing, 
costumes and plenty 
of Brazilian music at 
Izmailovsky Park as 
part of the Moscow 
Samba Festival.
+7 (916) 316 6346
samba-real.ru
izmailovsky Park 
m. Partizanskaya

28.05
Karo 11 Oktyabr
In the Robot Skies 
Claiming to be the 
world’s first fiction 
film shot entirely by 
aerial drones, UK di-
rector Liam Young’s 
tale of teenage love 
is part of this year’s 
Beat Film Festival. 
7.p.m.
+7 (903) 208 8459
karofilm.ru
24 Ulitsa Novy arbat 
m. arbatskaya

28.05
Kuskovo Estate
Classics in Kuskovo
This three-month 
festival offers the 
chance to enjoy clas-
sical music in the 
beautiful surround-
ings of the Kuskovo 
estate. This first con-
cert (6 p.m.) features 
works by Vivaldi. 
+7 (495) 375 3131
kuskovo.ru
2 Ulitsa Yunosti, bldg. 1
m. Novogireyevo

30.05
Bolshoi Theater
Benois de la Danse
The International 
Dance Union pres-
ents 13 performances 
by ballet stars from 
all over the world at 
its annual gala and 
awards ceremony.  
Call the ticket offices 
listed on the website.
 +7 (915) 453 3150
benois.theatre.ru
1 teatralnaya Ploshchad 
m. teatralnaya

31.05
Central House of 
Architects
Sound Up 
The second concert 
in a series of neo-
classical perfor-
mances, featuring 
Germany’s Delhia de 
France and Russia’s 
Fogh Depot. 
+7 (495) 690 2750
soundup.world
7 Granatny Pereulok, 
bldg. 1
m. barrikadnaya

and the art blockbuster “Manifesto,” in 
which Cate Blanchett recites the major 
artistic manifestos of the 20th century in 
the role of 13 different characters.

Several movies are dedicated to elec-
tronic music and its influence on audienc-
es across the world. “Give Me The Future: 
Major Lazer in Cuba” is a documentary 
about an open-air concert on the Carib-
bean island attended by half a million 
people last spring that shows there is no 
vast difference between youth culture in 
Cuba and the U.S. Meanwhile, “Raving 
Iran” uncovers the underground electron-
ic scene in Tehran.

Two of the films are dedicated to rock 
‘n’ roll greats. In “To Stay Alive: A Meth-
od,” Iggy Pop, who has just turned 70, 
reads Michel Houellebecq’s essay “To Stay 
Alive” — a lyrical and sincere manifesto 
about madness, survival and art — and 
recognizes himself in it. “Leonard Cohen: 
Bird on a Wire” is dedicated to the late 
poet and musician’s European tour of 1972.

Meanwhile, “Shot! The Psycho-Spiritual 
Mantra of Rock” offers an insight into 
the mind of an outstanding rock pho-
tographer. It tells the story of Mick Rock, 
the man behind iconic pictures of David 
Bowie, Iggy Pop, Lou Reed, Blondie and 
Queen.

The festival will be closed by the Rus-
sian premiere of “David Bowie: The Last 
Five Years,” the new landmark film pro-
duced and directed by Francis Whately as 
a follow-up to his acclaimed “David Bowie: 
Five Years” (2013). The new piece will fea-
ture a wealth of rare and unseen archive 
footage and early audio interviews never 
previously released. This includes the 
original vocal track that Bowie recorded 
for “Lazarus,” his last album, which has 
never been heard before.

The film tells the story behind the 
making of the albums “The Next Day” and 
“Blackstar,” along with the accompanying 
videos. It also sheds light on the Broadway 
production of the Bowie musical “Laza-
rus” and the blockbuster Bowie exhibition 
in London’s V&A Museum — Bowie’s final 
artistic campaign. The film will be only 
screened once. Entrance is free, however, 
special registration rules apply as the or-
ganizers have partnered with Rocketbank 
to present the movie. TMT

the full program of the beat film festival 
can be found on the official website.
http://2017.beatfilmfestival.ru
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